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The environment in which we live our 
daily lives affects us not only physically , 
but mentally as well. The psychological 
effects may be subtle, but they are often 
nearly inescapable. Read the article in 
this issue: " Is Our Environment Driving 
Us 'Bananas'?" 
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Here I give you a glimpse into 
a private "Bible study" I had 
one day with our little travel
ing group. It happened to get 
into a very profound question 
tha t has puzzled scholars and 
theologians, as well as mil
lions of people, for many cen
turies. Yet the answer is plain 
and simple, but of staggering 
importance to humanity. 

Today. I find myself back in Ihe 
sa m e hotel roo m in R om e 
where I had a n invigora ling 

" Bible sludy" wilh my lillie Iravel
ing grou p several weeks ago. We 
remember things by associat ion. 
This room broughl Ihal pa rt icula r 
sludy lesson back 10 mind. 

I had selecled by cha nce Iwo se p
a rale chap lers in Ihe Bibl e of wh ich 
I was ve ry fond . And il so happe ned 
Ih al Ihey were Ih e ve ry IwO cha plers 
th at mentioned this ve ry disp uted 
and almos t NEVER UN D ERS'lOO D 

subject or '·predestin at ion." But now 
I wan t to d evote this "Personal" to 
mak ing clear the true mea ning of 
th at perplex ing quest ion . 

DOES Ihis d ispuled bib lica l leach 
ing say th at we are PREJU DGE D be· 
fore we are even born ? Arc hum ans 
j udged guil ly o r in nocenl BEFO RE 
Ih eyacI? 

Mos t nove ls. mov ies. or TV seri es 
arc built around the "good guys" 
a nd Ihe " bad guys." T he hero a nd 
heroin e a lways ap pea r wholesome. 
honest. sincere. and uprighl. But the 
villain or th e si nister seduci ng fe· 
male ca n be q uickly idenlified by 
their evil ex pression. mann er, an d 
a ll ilud e. BUI are a ll humans PR E
J UDGED by an angry God. eve n 
before birlh , 10 become one of Ihese 
"good guys" or " bad guys." 

I had chosen on that day in this 
sa me hotel room to go through and 
ex pound two favorite chapters -
Roma ns 8 a nd EpheS ians I. I chose 
Rom a ns 8 beca use il is Ih e " holy 
spirit'· chap ler. Ihe chapler on Ih e 
incred ible desli ny o f ma n. T haI is 
Ihe subjecI a boul which I have wri l
len a series of a rt icles a ppea ring fo r 
over a yea r in The P lain Truth. 1 
chose Ephesia ns I beca use. in Ihe 
Moffa" translalion, I have felt for 
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Personal from ... 

THE TRUE MEANING OF 
PREDESTINATION 

many yea rs th at it is one of the most 
beau ti ful. upl ift ing. and insp iring 
pieces of lite ra ture I have ever read . 

When I sal down 10 my Iypewriler 
to begin writing this " Personal:' I 
did not have in my briefcase with 
me a copy of Ihe Moffall lra ns
la lion. BUI I d id have a co py of Ihi s 
tra nsla tion in the bookcase above 
my desk in my G -II jel ai rcraft. So I 
le lephoned our pla ne's sleward in 
his hotel room and asked him to 
ma ke a quick, specia l tr ip 10 Ihe 
a irport a nd bri ng me Ihe book. I-Ie 
arrived with it before I had written 
this far. although I took out l im e for 
lunch. 

Lislen 10 Ihis beauli ful bil of liler
a lure: " Pau l. by Ihe will of God an 
apostle of Jesus Christ. to th e sa ints 
who are fa ilhful in Jes us Chrisl: 
grace and peace to you from God 
o ur Fa lher a nd Ihe Lord Jes us 
C hrist. Blessed be Ih e G od a nd 
Fa lher of our Lord Jesus Chrisl who 
in Chr is l has blessed us wilh every 
spiritual blessing wit hin the heav
enly sph ere'" (Eph . I : 1-3, Moffall .) 

It is important to note carefull y ( 0 

whom th e apos tle is speaking. H e 
includ es him se lf w ilh Ih ose ad 
dressed - Ih e sainls who a re fa ilhful 
in Jesus Christ. He is n OI speakin g of 
EVERYBODY . 

Cont inue: "H e chose us in him 
ere Ihe world was foun ded .. . " 

(verse 4). God did Ihe choosi ng, 
Jes us sa id 10 His d isciples Iha l Ihey 
had nOl chosen Him bU I Ihal He 
had chosen them! But whom di d 
God choose? NO! Ihe wo rld. nOl 
everybody - ONLY Ihose add ressed 
with Paul and the "saints who are 
.failhful." 

When were th ey chose n? "Ere the 
wo rld was fou nded" - before Ihey 
were born . Bu t WHY? To be PRE

judged and se nlenced to a n elern ilY 
of bein g burned alive - yet neve r 
burning up - in Ihe " he ll fire" Ihal 
some people leach? EVER' Th en 
WHY we re th ey chose n? 

Con tinu e on : " ... to be co n
sec rated and unblem ished in his 
sight , destin ing us in love to be his 
sons Ih rough Jesus Christ" (vs. 4-5). 

The King James Version has: 
"hav ing predesl inated us:' In the 
KJV Ih e word "adoplion" is wrollgly 
Irans la led and should be rend ered 
"sonship" in the En glish, for it is 
spea king of becoming begol!en a nd 
born sons of God. nOl adopled sons. 
Real sons! NO lhing is sa id a bou l 
predesl inal ing sons 10 " be losl," 
co nd emned or punished. But "des
tin ing us in love." not in anger or 
ha le. 

Read on. and I sha ll emphasize 
Ih e words I wa nl yo u to es pecia lly 
nOlice: "Such was Ihe pu rpose of his 

(Co nlinlled on page 41) 



The maiden voyage this past 
July of the Soviet Union 's 
first aircraft carrier, the 
40,000-ton Kiev, is but a har

binger of greater things to come for 
the Soviet navy, according to lead
ing Western military ex perts . With 
it s advent. a new chap te r in 
Moscow's growi ng challenge to the 
W est has opened up. 

Jan e's Figllling Ships, the author
itative reference for the world's 
navies, declares that th e Soviet 
na vy's grow ing "b lu e-wa ter " 
st rength and worldwid e deployment 
appear d esigned for a war of aggres
sion against the Wes l. 

Jan e's, in its 1976- 1977 edition, 
repo rts that the Soviet U n ion now 
h as three times as many sub
marines, for exa mpl e, as the United 
States. 

The American underwater fleet. 
on the other hand, includes 73 at
lack subm a rines, designed specifi
cally to seek ou t and destroy enemy 
submarines. The Soviets have few . if 
any. su bmarines designed for this 
purpose. But Jane's added that the 
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The Soviet admiralty openly proclaims that its 
goal is dominance of the world's oceans, The 

U_S,S,R, is also wresting nuclear weapons 
superiority from the U,S_ despite treaties designed 

to halt the arms race , What will the West 's 
response be to the growing Soviet challenge? 

SOVIETS 
PLANNING TO 

WIN THE 
"UNTHINKABLE" 

K!t1R 
Soviets arc pushing ahead with a 
formidable submarine bu ilding pro
gra m, including more nuclear~pow
ered U-boats armed with low-level 
cru ise missiles. short~range ballistic 
missiles. and intercontinental mis
siles with a range of 4.200 miles. 
able to strike targets throughout 
No rth America. C hina . and Western 
Europe from patrol a reas close to 
th eir Arctic Ocean bases. 

The United States continues to 
have a n overw helmin g lead in car~ 

rie rs. according to Jane 's. The 
present force co nsists of 13 flal lOpS. 

two of them nuclear powered. But 
with the introduction of the heavily 
armed Kiev. the U.S.S.R. has started 
to challenge America's years-long 
supremacy in the carrier field as 
well. Jane's predicts a total of six 
Kiev-class carriers will be buill. 

"The armament of the new [So
viet] ships and the introduction of 
carrier~born e aircraft has suggested 
a n extended outlook beyond that of 
pure defense." Jane's said in a fore~ 
word to the a nnual volume by its 
editor, Captain John E. Moore. 

by Gene H. Hogberg 

Captain Moore. who is also a 
former deputy ch ief of British Naval 
Intelligence. added: "When in th e 
past a country with few overseas fi
nancial or colonial interests has em
ba rk ed on the building of a 
co nside rable fleet. the true a ims of 
the ships concerned have proved to 
be not o nly protection of (he home
land and the sea lines of communi
cations which run to it. but also 
aggressive activi ties designed to sup
port national policy." 

Gorshkoy's Bold Outline 

The Jane's assessment is wo rrisome 
eno ugh. But now from high up 
within the Sovie t military itse l f 
comes a brutally frank analysis of 
wha t Moscow intends to do with its 
growing naval might. 

In a new. 463-page book. The 
Marit ime Power o.lthe Slate. Admi
ral Sergei Georgevich Gorshkov. 
command er-in~chief of the Sovie t 
navy lor th e past 21 years and archi
tect of its remarkable ascendancy. 
o lll lines noth ing other than towl 
global supremacy at sea for the So-
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viet Union. And even this goa l is 
bu t a means to an end. "Supremacy 
at sea," writes Gorshkov. is 11 "pre
requ isi te ... for es tablishing the or
der we need." ir necessa ry. "by 
dominating the world." 

In his book. wh ich now joins 
nineteenth-centu ry American Ad
miral Alfred T. Ma han's The i ll
fluence 0/ Sea Power Upon Hi.HOIY 
as a classic treat ise on sea power. 
Gorshkov leaves no one doubling 
who the "enemy" is and who the 
~' ill1peria l ists" are th at mus t be con 
leSled on lhe high seas. The Uniled 
States is target number one - de
tente or no de tente. 

The major poin lS of Gorshkov's 
200.000-word lOme as summarized 
by two military analysts are: 

- II is lhe lask of lhe Soviel navy 
to achieve such strength as to de
prive the oceans of their protective 
role which they have, up until now. 
an'orded lhe Uniled Slales. T he 
emergence of a powerful blue-water 
flee I. says Gorshkov. is lhe "OUl
standing event which has shattered 
the illu~ions of the imperialist ag-
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gressors that they had no strong op
ponent in th e sphere of naval 
warfa re." 

- The Soviet navy must have the 
capacity for "cutting off the enemy's 
sea transport. enforcing a blockade 
of lhe enemy's POrls. bases. and 
so me coasta l areas. [and evenJ seiz
ing some territories." The Uni ted 
States. of course. is heavily depen
dellt upon imports for oil and criti
cal minerals for indus try. 

- The Soviet navy must be in a 
posi lion 10 play "a very b ig role in 
local wars." according to Gorshkov. 
"The mobililY and flexibil ilY" of lhe 
na vy should be utilized "to exert 
impact on coastal countries." For 
such poten tial action. aircraft 
launched from carriers are obvi
ously ind ispensab le. 

- Finally. Russian sea power has 
a "critical role" in eliminating impe
rialists' attempts to control the 
world's oceans and their natural re
so urces. 

U.S. Navy Seerelary J. William 
Middendorf. in a brief reference to 
lhe Gorshkov book. said reeenlly: 

Novas', - Camera Press London 

SOVIET WARSHIP launches an SA-3 
Goa anti-aircraft missile. The sophisti
cated Goa missile is no w standard 
equipment on many Soviet ships. 

"Like Meill Kampf which spelled 
out Hi tler's intentions. when the his
tory of this age is written. Gorsh
kav's The Maririme Power 0/ rhe 
Slate may have been the most pro
phetic sta temen t over the last part 
of the twentieth century." 

Add Nuclear Superiority, 
Civil Defense Buildup 

The Gorshkov book and lhe visib le 
presence of more sh ips on the high 
seas flying the hammer and sickle is. 
in turn. only onc third of a far more 
assertive Sovie t global mi litary pos
lure. The other lwO pieces of lhe 
picture are the clear Sov iet bid for 
nuclear supremacy and an extensive 
Russian civil defense program. 

On lhese lwO fran IS. lhe Soviels 
are making great headway. accord
ing to a recent issue of A via/ion and 
Space Technology magazine. 
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"The Soviet Union is wresting nu
clear weapons su periority from the 
United States and endangering the 
effectiveness of the U.S. ba llistic 
missile deterrent," the respected 
weekly magazine said. 

It quoted an unidentified U. S. of
ficial as complaining: "The treaties 
we have signed with the U.S.S.R. for 
nuclear detonations, strategic arms 
limitation, and a ntiball ist ic missile 
limitations should be called the 
world's first series of unilateral 
agreements . . . 

A viafion Week said the Soviets 
are opera ting a transportable missi le 
defense radar known as the X3 sys
tem. If deployed around major po p
ulation ce nters, the X3 is capable. 
when used in conj un ction with 
ABM mis s iles , "of re nd e r
ing ... ineffective" U.S. land-based 
Minutemen intercont inental mis
si les a nd Pola ris Poseido n su b
marin e- lau nched ballistic miss iles. it 
said . 

At the sa me time. the Soviets are 
beefing up their civi l defense pro
gram - spending about 12 times 
more per yea r on it than the U.S. -
and dispersing industrial complexes 
and populations. "Soviet authorities 
believe that by proper civil defe nse 
preparations, losses wi ll be as li llie 
as 10% of the population." the 
magazine reported. 

Russians Don't "Think American " 

All three pursuits of Soviet st rategic 
planning - naval dominance. nu
clear superiority. and effective civil 
defense measures - add up to one 
conclusion: T he Soviets are clearly 
opting for world dominance. A nd if 
there must be a World Wa r III - a 
nuclear Wo rld War III - to achieve 
such an aim th e Soviet Union in
tends not only to fight and to sur
vive, but to win. 

To nea rly all Ameri cans. a nu
clear war has long been held to be 
"unthinkable." or. as it has often 
been expressed: "In a nuclear war 
there will be no winners - only los
ers." But it is a dangerous mistake to 
think that th e Soviets view a nucl ear 
wa r in th e same lighl. 

In a thorough analysis of Soviet 
strategic thinking. pub lished in the 
Summer 1975 edi tion of Orbis. ar
ticle entitled, "Trans-Salt : Soviet 
Strategic Doctrine," author Roger 
W. Barnett points oul: "There can 
be no ga insaying that Soviet authors 
ex hibit concern about preventing an 
all -o ut nuclear war. Un lik e some of 
th eir Western cou nterpa rts, how
ever. th eir co ncern con ti nues 
beyond the point of deterring a ma
jor war. Sov iet mi litary leade rs 
make it amp ly cl ear th at should war 
break out. they have every intention 

SOVIET MIG-25 fighter plane, one of the most advanced warplanes in the 
world, was flown to Japan by a defecting Soviet pilot. The opportunity for 
Western specialists to examine the aircraft is considered a major intelligence coup. 

- ... , ----- -
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of devoting sufficient resou rces and 
armam en ts to it to ensure a Soviet 
victory." 

In nea rly every ave nu e of ap
proach to military doctrine and 
strategic concepts, Barn ett found 
th at the views of Soviet authors 
were totally opposed to commonly 
held viewpo ints in the West. 

He found tha t Sov iet military 
writers even from before the days of 
the first SALT agreement with the 
U.S. have rej ected Western concepts 
such as "deterrence" and "mutually 
assured destruction" (the belief that 
eith er side would fear to ini tia te at
tack because reta liation and mutual 
destruct ion wou ld be so great). 

Sov ie t a nal ysts. according to 
Barnett, find no virtue in the con~ 
cept of "strategic stability" in the 
relationship of Soviet nuclear forces 
to those of the U.S. The co ncept of 
"nuclear parity" with the U.S. was 
no l even alluded to in th e nearly 
three years' wort h of literature he 
perused. In its place he found innu 
merable references to either the 
actua lity of, or the need for. "superi
ority." Notes Barnett: "Soviet mili
tary writers declare that advantages 
are to be fou nd in s up e ri or
ity ... . Predominance on the part of 
the imperialists. in th eir view. 
meaIlS war. But Sov iet superiority 
stands as a bulwark of peace." 

Barnell also discovered that the 
SA L T I agree ments - wide ly hail ed 
in the Western worl d as the first step 
toward halt ing the arms race - had 
lillie impact on Soviet military writ
in gs. "They precipitated no debates 
in military journals. nor did they 
inspire widespread commentary." 
he fou nd. "The few a llusions ap
pea rin g in the so urce materials. 
in variably included the reminder 
that the nature of aggressive impe
rialism had not changed. the agree
ments notwit hstanding ." 

Great Stresses on Civil Oefense 

On the q uestion also of civil de
fense. Barnell could nowhere find 
the common ly held Ame rican view 
that civil defense is an essenti ally 
frui tl ess endeavor. Instead he found 
that "Soviet writings are rich in civil 
defense instructions" - showing in 
the event of a nuclear war. the 
U.S.S. R. clearly aims to emerge as 
unscathed as possible. whi le being 
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SOVIE T AIRCRAFT CARRIER Kiev, pictured here on its maiden voyage, is the 
first of a scheduled six of its kind to be deployed. Its appearance has signifi
cantly bolstered the strength 01 the Soviet Mediterranean fleet. 

able to administer a fatal counter
blow to the "i mperialist bloc." 

Barnelt quotes. as an example of 
this reasoning. the translation of a 
radio broadcast in Ukrania: "Our 
goal is for all workers. collective 
fanners, and employees to be able 
to build new or renovate present 
refuges and shelters. In particular. 
civil defense staffs pay attention to 
teaching th e inhabitants of villages 
and suburbs how to convert base
ments and cellars into shelters. 

" M L1ch atlention goes to the train
ing of youths, school children. tech
nical and trade school pupils. and 
students. They are our you ng gener
ations and our fu ture. Th ey mllst be 
carefully prepared for defense from 
mass destructive weapons."' 

From many reports available in 
the Soviet press it is obvious that the 
Soviets are shifting emphasis from 
mass evacuation of cities to the COI1* 

strll ctio n of shelters in urban areas 
to protect key government and in
dustrial person nel in a nuclear at
tack. If the U.S.S.R.'s est imated 
billion-dollar-a-year CD program is 
effective. Russian strategis ts calcu
late that casualties in the Soviet 
Union could be limited to between 7 
and 12 million in a nuclear ex
change with the U.S. That is far 
below what American defense plan
ners define as '''unacceptable'' dam-
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age - the leve l of "assured 
destruction" that is considered nec
essary to deter the Soviets from con
templating nuclear war. 

Barnett summarized his findings 
by saying: "The conclusion tha t So
viet doctrine remains essentially 
unaltered by political detente and 
by SALT I may be difficult to ac
cept. The implications of a Soviet 
rejection of Western theories of de
te rrence. stability. parity. a nd armS 
races are se rious and disquiet ing. 
Far mOfe congen ial is an adversary 
created in one's Ovm image. Con
sequently. the u rge to treat Soviet 
claims as unrepresentat ive of actual 
doctrine Of as merely unsophisti
ca ted is almost overwhelming. But 
rej ec tion of what the Soviets sayan 
such grounds should not precede 
close exa mination of their s ta te
ments. Those who would discount 
Soviet declaratory policy must bear 
the burden of producing evidence to 
support their case." 

Ch allenges Lie Ahead 

The re is no doubt that the Sovie ts. 
striving for dominance o n the seas 
and going all o ut fOf nuclear superi
or ity , all the while comforting them
selves with an elaborate civil 
d efense infrastructu re at home. will 
be tempted to take bolder risks in 
world arenas in the mon ths ahead. 

America and her allies will be put 
to more and more severe tests of 
will , if not of strength. 

Only ti me will tell the reaction of 
America to each test. If America 
continually backs down. as in the 
case of Angola. what will be the ' 
reaction among America's allies? 

T he Uni ted States is by no means 
weak - m ilitari ly. that is. But raw 
military strength alone is only one 
fac tor in any nation ' s complex 
power equation. 

In a rev iew of the overall U.S.
Sov iet ba lance, published in the lat
est (volume 8-9. 1976) edition of 
New Lugano Review. Sir Robert 
Thompso n writes; "These a re the 
hard material facts in the rise of 
Russia as a military powe r since 
World War I I and th e decl ine of the 
U nited States. Clearly that position 
is made much worse when the factor 
of will is introduced into the equa
tion of power. 

"No one would suggest that, in 
respec t of Russia. the facto r of will 
is as high as 100% in any given situ
ation. but. on the other hand, it ap
pears comparatively to be much 
higher than that of the United 
States. Quite obviously the Ameri
can factor of will in Indochina de
creased over the last two or three 
years to less than 10%. if not nil , 
thereby reducing the inftuence of 
American power to zero, whereas 
the Russian will to support North 
Vietnam remained constant. It was 
close to 100% to ensure the surv ival 
of North Vietnam as a sepa rate 
communist State and it rose steadily. 
as American will declined, to ensure 
the Nor th 's takeover of the South." 

T his nOled authority o n commu
ni st slrategy and tactics then adds: 
«I t has been my thesis for some lime 
that we have been in Wo rld War III 
for the past 25 yea rs and th at th e 
long-range Sovie t goa l is to win it 
without a nuclear exchange. This 
goal requires that even lUalty there 
should be a stra tegic surrender by 
the United States, brought about ei
th e r politically or psychologica lly by 
a loss of wi ll and purpose, or poli ti
ca lly and milita rily by maneuvering 
the United States into a vulnerable 
and unten a ble global situation. or a 
bit of both. " 

Time and momentum a re not in 
America 's fa vor. 0 
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WOBLDWAfeR 
An Overview of Major News Events and Trends 

GIANT QUAKES 
END SEISMIC LULL 
The earthquake " lull " of recent 
years is over. 

The dramatic upsurge in the 
number of "giant" earthquakes this 
year, seismologis ts say, could in
dicate a return to a "more normal" 
higher level of global seismic activ
ity than has been the case during 
the past decade and a half. 

"The last 15 years or so have been 
unusually quiet in terms of large 
and giant earthquakes." says Dr. 
Don L. Anderson, director of Cal
tech 's Seismological Laboratory in 
Pasadena, Ca li fornia. He notes that 
du ring that period there were on ly 
four "gia nt" (S.O or higher on the 
Richter scale) earthquakes - an av
erage of onc every three or four 
yea rs. 

But so far this year, three giants 
have already rocked various por
tions of the earth! "What 's happen
ing," expla ins Dr. Anderson, "is that 
we're coming out of a lull in seismic 
activity." 

The period 1900-1960 saw almost 
two giant quakes each year. Ha ving 
had three magnitude-S or greater 
quakes this year - with still two 
months to go - it has become clear 
to seismologists that, according to 
Dr. Anderson, "we a re getting back 
up to the long-term average of 
ea rthquakes, both in magnitude and 
in frequency." 

Aside from the three "giants," ten 
"major" (7.0 to 7.9) quakes have oc
curred thus far in 1976, about par 
for the yearly average of 12 during 
the 1960-1975 period. By the end of 
this year, the number could well ex
ceed that average. But for quakes in 
the "major" category, this yea r is 
still below the annua l average of 18 
to 20 in the 1900-1950 period. But 
the trend is clearly upward. 

This year's quakes have attracted 
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morc attention than usual, howeve r. 
because several of them have struck 
densely populated a reas and caused 
a great deal of death and destruc
tion . Th e death toll from quakes this 
year has far exceeded thai of the 
past several years. each of which av· 
eraged "only" 20.000 or so deaths. 
Tens o f thousa nds. perhaps even 
hUlldreds of thousands dicd in China 
alone this year in a se ries of wrench
ing quakes. 

Starting in February. a major 
quake measuring 7.5 on the Richter 
scale virtua lly tore Guatemala in 
ha lf. killing 23,000 and leaving over 
a million homeless. 

During the ne·xt few month s. 
killer quakes hit Italy, the Soviet 
Union. Mexico. Ba li, and Ncw 
Guinea in rapid succession. 

Then. on July 2S. a major tembl or 
- originally labeled 8.2 but later 
revised downward to 7.6 - and a 
powerful aftershock devastated a 
wide region of China and leveled 
Tangshan, an industrial center with 
a population of one mill ion. At first. 
Ch inese officials would only admit 
to "great losses," la tcr to 100,000 
killed, but many authorities feel th e 
real toll could be much higher. 

Less than one month late r, in 
mid-August, more than S,OOO died 
or were reported missing jn the 
worst earthquake to hit the Philip
pines in recorded history - a giant 
quake rcgistering S.O. Whole vil
lages were sucked out to sea by re
ceding tidal waves, and 175 ,000 
were left homeless. 

In addition to the Philippin e 
giant, two other giant quakes oc
curred this year, centered, fortu
na tely, in the southwest Pacific 
Ocean about 600 miles north of 
New Zealand . 

One of the biblically prophesied 
signs of the end of the age is "earth
quakes in various places" (Matthew 
24:7, RSV). Could the current up
surge in seismic activity signal the 

beginning of a period of more 
frequent and increasin gly destruc
tive earthquakes, to culminate in the 
greatest earthquake of all history 
(Rev. 16: IS)? 0 

SELLING 
ARMAGEDDON 

There is enough nuclear raw ma
terial outs ide th e United States and 
the Soviet Union to make over 1,500 
sma ll atomic bombs. This fact has 
led many American authorities to 
fear that the spread of nuclear tech
nology is getti ng out of hand. It has 
also engendered a controversy over 
what Ihe U.S . can or should do 
abollt it. 

When uranium is used for peace
ful purposes, such as in generating 
electricity. it is not completely used 
up. The "unburned" uran ium, if re
processed. can be recovered for fur
ther use. The costliness of nuclear 
power makes such "recycling" at
tractive. But the catc h is that repro
cessi ng produces not only usable 
uranium. but also plutonium. the 
key ingredient of atom bombs. 

By 1985 nearly 40 countries a re 
expected to have enough plutonium 
to become nuclear powers. The key 
factor in whether such nations ac
tually do become nuclear powers is 
the efficacy of the various legal 
"safeguard" agreements which usu
ally accompany sales of nuclear 
reactors and uranium fuel. Such 
agreemen ts are intended to account 
for a ll nuclear fuel used up, to make 
certai n that no plutonium generated 
is "lost" or purposely diverted into 
unsavory projects. 

How Safe Are Safeguards? 

Since the Eisenhower administra
tion began the Atoms for Peace pro
gram, there has been a heavy 
reliance on treaties and agreements 
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to prevent nuclear proliferation. 
The Non-P rol iferat ion Treaty, 
drawn up in 1968, was thought to be 
the primary bulwark against the 
spread of nuclear weapons. Those 
co untries who ratify the treaty 
promise to accept inspection of all 
th eir nuclear power plants and other 
nu c lea r faci l ities by the Inter
national Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), a United Nations agency. 

The ma in problem with this ap
proach is that about 40 coun tries 
simply ignore the NPT, includin g 
France and China . Among these 
non-s ignatories are nea rly half of 
the 20 or so countries which could 
easily develop nuclear weapons. 
These " threshold" countries include 
Argentina. Bra zil. Egypt. Israe l, 
Pa kista n, South Africa. and Spain. 

Another shortcoming is that any 
co untry ca n withdraw from the 
treaty after 90-day's notice. 

The only "teeth" in the whole sys
tem , obviously, are the open in
spections of nuclear plants. For 
those countries outside th e sys tem, 
however. there isn't even th is 
sa feguard. Victor Gilinsky, a mem
ber of the Nuclear Regulatory Com
mission, has sta ted that he do ubts 
that any such system ~ even with 
inspection ~ could ever prevent a 
sudden appropria tion of plutonium 
for weapon s- making purposes. 

I n short. like other matters of in
ternational law, compliance with 
nuclear safegua rds ultimately rests 
on the voluntary submiss ion of each 
individua l nation. 

[n light of this potential for nu
clear proliferation. a controversy 
has arisen in the United States 
about a national policy toward the 
sa le of America n-made nuclear re
aClors overseas. At stake is a multi
billion dollar market, hotly pursued 
by American firms such as West
inghouse and General Electric, and 
co mpetitors in Canada and Europe. 

The U.S. firms argue that the best 
way to restrict nuclear proliferation 
is to stimulate the market for Amer
ica n manufactures. They poinr Out 
that the U.S. government has more 
stringent inspection standards than 
the [AEA and that the special char
acteristics of the American " Iight
wa ter" reactor make it difficult to 
prod uce atomic bombs. 

U.S. policy does not permit the 
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sa le of reprocessing plants. The 
Ame rican government prefers that 
the "spent" uranium from U.S. re
actors be shipped back for repro
cessing. The problem is, some buyer 
countries do not want to be depen
dent on the U.S. fo r their repro
cessed uranium. They want to be 
able to reprocess the fuel them
selves. The net effect is to cause 
America n firms to lose sales to ex
porters from competitor countries 
who have no qualms about throw
ing in reprocessi ng technology to 
"sweeten " a reactor deal. 

When the governments of major 
exporters do not sign the NPT them
se lves, there see ms little hope that 
nuclear proliferation can be halted . 
Frighteningly, a world full of nuclear 
weapons would leave very little room 
for diplomatic errors. It would be an 
apoca lyptic tind erbox. 0 

GREECE DRAWS 
CLOSER TO COMMON 
MARKET MEMBERSHIP 

Negotiations are currently under 
way at European Community head
quarters in Brussels, Belgium, aimed 
at making Greece the tenth Common 
Market membe r by [979. 

The ta lks are expected to be pro
longed and complex, as the economic 
terms of Greece's membership arc 
[aboriously hashed out. 

The bargaining will probably run 
through the summer of 1977. For
mal ratification and acceptance of 
the final package by Community 
members is expected to take an
oth er year and a half. Greece's for
mal entry into t he group will 
th ere fore most likely come in Janu
ary 1979. 

G reece, with its re[atively back
wa rd economy and agricultural ori
entation. would be the EC's poo rest 
member. Its per ca pita income is 
less th a n half th e EC average. 

Originally , so me Community 
m e mb ers had maint ai ned th a t 
Greece was not economically ready 
for full membership. The consensus 
now, however, is that the politica l 
a nd strategic advantages of Greek 
membership will outweigh the 
drawbacks. 

Greece beca me an associate 

member of the EC in 1962, but its 
a III li ation was suspended in 1967 
following a military coup. With the 
return of civilian government in 
July 1974. Greece's associate status 
was resumed. Formal app lica tion 
for full membership was made in 
June 1975. 

Though they know their economy 
will have a tough tim e competing 
again st the indu st rialized nations 
of Western Europe, Greek onicials 
hope the Community will prov ide 
both the incentive and the financial 
assistance Greece needs to modern
ize her industry and agriculture. 
West Germany, for one, has gone 
on record as being willing to shoul 
der much of th e finan cial burden 
during th e early yea rs of adjust
ment. Bonn has been a major 
backer of Greek membership. 

[n addition, Greek [eaders hope 
that EC membership will prov ide a 
sa feguard against a possible fulure 
return to the type of dictatorship 
whieh stifled the Aegean nation for 
seven years. 

Coinciding wi th the opening of 
membership negotiation s, so me 
Community members have report 
ed[y been pressuring Greece to re
sum e full participation in NATO's 
integrated military command struc
ture, which Greece le ft in 1974 
when NATO failed to stop neigh
boring Turkey - another NATO 
na tion - from invadi ng Cyprus. All 
Community nations exce pt [reland 
are members of NATO. 

Though Greek Prim e Minister 
Constantine Caramanlis and other 
government officials reportedly fa
vor a return to full NATO participa
tion, th ere is still strong Greek 
public opinion against such a move. 
The failure of Greece to resume fu ll 
ties with the alliance is not. how
ever, expected to affect the Commu
nity membership talks. 

It is believed that progress towa rd 
full EC membership for Greece will 
push rival Turkey into seek ing full 
member status as we ll. Turkey is 
also an associate member of the EC. 

If Greece is admitted as planned. 
the tenth flagpole in front of th e 
EC's Brussels headqua rters - va
ca nt si nce Norway's last-minute 
change of mind about joining in 
[972 - will at last have a flag to 
fly. 0 
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How orten do you feel like rip
ping the phone directory into 
little p ieces, smashing a few 

tcacups. or swinging the cat by its 
tail? 

You say you never feel that way 
at all? 

Okay, maybe you're the quiet 
type who isn't easily irritated. But 
how many times lately have you felt 
down in the dumps for no appare nt 
reason? How many evenings did 
YOLI come home rrom work and 
needed a coup le of stift· ones before 
you felt like greeting loved ones in a 
civi l fashion? How many mornings 
did you look in the mirror and won
der if it was worth going through the 
motions one more time? 

Maybe you checked " none of the 
above." But unless you're a rare 
person indeed. you do feel mentally 
or emotiona lly out of sy nc from 
time to lime. And when you do. per
haps you blame your boss 
or your mother-in-law for 
your sad statc of affairs. But 

gases and parL iculate matter. But 
th ese new addit ions to o ur environ
ment do more than wreck Ollr 
hea lth . They also can have quite an 
effect on our minds. 
SMOG. Take smog, for instance. 
Smog is something most of us big
city dwellers have learned to live 
with. After al l. on really bad days, it 
on ly actually kills a rew emphysema 
su fferers who probably wou ld have 
gone soon anyway. T he rest of us 
ca n put up with occasiona l eye irri
tation and face ou r shortened life 
spans with relative equanimity. But 
what we don't realize is that smog 
can do a lot more than contri bute to 
an occasional case of lung cancer. 
According to Dr. Leroy Schieler. a 
biochemist and consultant to indus
tr ies on pollution control. smog can 
affect the mood of an ent ire geo
graph ical area over long periods of 
time. 

to mental problems - such as ner
vousness, irr itabili ty. depress ion. 
and other more serious disabili ti es. 
Some noted researchers have even 
specu la ted on the poss ib le con
nection between airborne chemicals 
like hydrogen sulfide and the high 
suicide rates of communities which 
have industries that produce such 
pollutants. 
LEA D. Airborne lead - from gaso
li ne addi tives and stationary sources 
such as smelters - may a lso contrib
ute to our mental-health problems 
to a certain degree. The widely pub
licized lead poisoning of slum ch il
dren who eat peeling paint is on ly 
part of a frightening p icture. Lead is 
a cumu lative poison, and every day 
we take in a ce rtain a mount of it 
from the air we breathe and the 
food we eat. 

Pasadena geochemist Dr. C lair 

more than likely, you blame 
yourself. You just aren't 
cooking, don' , have it all to-
gether, or can't work it 
through. 

Patterson of the California Institute 
of Techno logy says tha I 
the re is a potentially dan
gerous film of lead coa ting 
the earth and nearly every
thing on it. He stated that 
"man has one hundred 
times more lead in his body 
than he wou ld if lead tech
nology had never been 

IS OUR 
ENVIRONMENT 

But maybe a lot of your 
emotiona l problems aren't 
yo ur fault - or your boss' 
or your mother-in-law's. 
Maybe you are at times vic
tim of some thin g com
pletely outside your control. 

Our Unhealthy Environment 

Whether we realize it o r 
not. most of us live in an 
environmen t seemingly tai
lo r-made to drive us ba-
nanas. Each year new a nd 
excit ing technologica l ad-
vances bring with them a 
da zz lin g asso rtm ent of 
known and unknown side 
effects, many of which are 
hazardous to our mental 
health. 

DRIVING US 
"BANAN~S"? 

Mental illnesses, depressions, 
runaways, suicides - psychological 

problems of all kinds are on the 
upSWing, Is It just coincidence that all 

this "inability to cope" is 
occurring at a time when our 

environment is being rendered more 
and more unfriendly by both 

chemical and 
psychological pollutants? 

by Carole Ritter 

used." 
Some researche rs believe 

that although most people 
do not have classic sy mp
toms of lead poisoning like 
irritability, hallucination. or 
brain damage, we may be 
sufferi ng from subclinica l 
sym ptoms as yet unrecog
nized. Symptoms of lead in
toxication s u c h as 
headache , anemia, and 
lethargy are vague a nd eas
ily misdiagnosed. Herbe rt 
L. Needle mail, ass is tant 
professor of Dsychiatry at 
Harva rd Medical School, a 
researcher in lead poisoning 
a nd brain damage, beli eves 
that many cases of lead poi
soning in child ren are never Each day we ingest small 

amoun ts o f hundreds of highly toxic 
substances. Our food contains ca rci
nogen ic add itives and preservatives. 
Our water supp li es are co n
taminated with unremovable indus
tnal effl uen t. The ai r we b rea the -
even in rural areas - conta ins Urt

hea lthy concentrat io ns of poisonous 

It has been demonstrated th at 
componen ts of a ir poll ut io n (such as 
nitrous dioxides. hydrocarbons. car· 
bon d ioxide. ca rbon monoxide. oz
o ne, lead. and o ther photoc hemical 
substa nces) con tribute in vary in g 
degrees not only to eye ir rita tion, 
pa in . nausea. and tiredness, but a lso 

brought to a doctor's attent ion, and 
many that are brought 10 are Im
properly diagnosed. 
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A RTf F/CIA L LIGHT. Chemicals 
are no t the on ly factors that affect 
our mental well-being. Recent stud
ies indicate that even someth ing as 
innocent looki ng as artificia l light 
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can have a profound effect on one's 
mood. 

John Ott. president of Health and 
Light Research. Inc .. in Sarasota, 
Florida, has found that if art ifi cia l 
light deviates even slightly from 
sunlight , the elfects can be devas
tating. He blames standard coo l 
while iluorescent lights (which lack 
ultraviole t. blu e. and red waves 
found in sunlight and which also 
emit X rays and radio waves as 
baCkground radiation) fo r tr iggering 
hyperactivity in vu lnerable schoo l 
children. He a lso found that pink 
fluorescent lighting can ca use emo
tion a l instability . One St. Petersburg 
radio station that install ed this type 
of lighting soon discovered that 
workers were exhibitin g irritab ility, 
be having poorly On th e jo b, oppos
ing mana ge ment decisio ns, and re
signing with o ut explana tio n. Wh en 
the pink bulbs were removed, things 
returned to normal. 

Ott a lso observed that 
" mal e rats. mice and rab
bits kept under fluo resce nt 
lights te nd ed to be irritable 
a nd c a nnibali z ed th e ir 
youn g. Those placed in th e 
prese nce o f natural sunlight 
or und er flu o resce nt lights 
co nta ining lon g ultravio le t 
waves were docile. friendly 
and helped care for their 
yo un g" (Joa n Arehart-Trei
chel , "The Good. Healthy 
Shining Light: ' Human Be
ha vi or. J a nuar y 1975. 
p. 20). 
NOISE. One of the worst 
h ea lth ha za rd s - both 
physica l and mental - is 
no ise. No t just lo ud noises 
th a t shock the system. e i
th er, but everyday levels o f 
no ise at ho me and at work. 
Robert Alex Baro n ex pla ins 
ho w this occurs : "Noise, at 
eve n moderate levels. fo rces 
a systemic res ponse fro m 
th e to tal orga nism. It is not 
only th e sense of hea ring 
th a t is in volved. What is also 111 -

vo lved is wh at ha ppens a fter th e 
. bra in receives th e sound signa l. Th e 
bra in places the body on a wa r 
fOO ling. {This occurs eve,y lime th e 
bod y is subj ected to noise above a 
ce rta in level.j Th e repetition of these 
al e rl s is ex hau stin g. It d e pl e tes 
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ene rgy leve ls; it can cause changes 
in the chemistry of the blood, in th e 
volume of the blood circu lation ; it 
places a strain on the heart: it pre
vents restorative sleep a nd res t; it 
hinders conva lescence ; it can be a 
form of torture. It can so weaken the 
body's defense mechanisms that dis
ea ses can more readi ly take hold. 

"The o rganism does not adapt to 
noise: it becomes enured and pays a 
price. Th e price of this 'adaptation' 
is in itse lf a hazard to hea lth" (The 
Ty ranny oj Noise, Harper Co lo ph o n 
Books. New York. 1970. p. 85). 

As Baron stated. noise prevents 
sleep. and even low-level no ise can 
pro foundly influence th e quality o f 
sleep . Dr. H. R. Richter, a Swi ss 
medical rese a rche r. found that 
"s leep deprivation lead s to psychic 
alterations, as irritability. tiredn ess. 
deliriou s and even paranoic slates 

mo s t pr o babl y th e lac k o f 

drearnsta te is the ma in fa cto r fo r 
th cse psychic a bnormaliti es' (ibid. . 
p 60). 

And scienti sts suspect that th e 
stress ge nerated by urban ma n's 
consta nt ex posure to no ise may be 
th e ca use o f a grea t deal of menta l 
illness. It is probable th a t part o f th e 

tension found in the inner city is 
due to noise-related sleep inter
ruption and resul ling insomnia a nd 
instability . 

But today's c ity or suburban 
dwe ller has more than just a few 
physical pollutants to cope with. He 
a lso has to fight a whole host of 
psycho logical pressures bro ught on 
primarily by th e way our en viron
ment is structured. 
PS Y C J-lOLOCICA L PRES
S URES. First of al l. overcrowding 
exacts its toll. As more or us o pt for 
c ity life. we f1l1d ourse lves ge tting in 
each oth er's way more onen . Ubiq
uiLOUS waiting lines tes t OUf pa
ti ence . Commuting has beco me a 
jang li ng endurance contest. Thin 
apa rtm ent wa ll.s make us p rivy to 
our neighbo r's most intimate acti vi
ties . Even rela tive ly spacious subur
ba n lo ts do n't really prov id e us with 
th e pri vacy we'd lik e to have. Back 

yards can be nearly use less 
if every move one's children 
ma ke is carried o ut unde r 
th e watchful eye o f a n irri
ta b le neighbo r bent o n pro
tecting his adj oining pansy 
beds. 

But ironically eno ugh a ll 
thi s t e n s io n - pr o du c in g 
overcro wdin g s till leaves 
ma ny of us with few op
po rtuniti es fo r real intimate 
contac t. Not only a re rea lly 
de e p. e ndurin g . s tabl e 
friend ships few a nd far be
twee n. but th ere is a lack of 
tru e co mmunity fee lin g 
a mong city dwell ers. [n a 
place like New Yo rk City. 
peo pl e ca n live in a n apart 
ment bui lding fo r yea rs and 
never spea k to th ei r nex l
doo r neighbo rs. T hi s lon eli 
ness an d feelin g of alien
a tion exacts a price in te rm s 
o f menta l hea lth. 

Ollr cities also breed fea r. 
With crime a t an all - tim e 
hig h a nd in creasing daily, 
few o f us have th e courage 

to avai l o urse lves o f th e peace \Ve 
might And o n a wa lk thro ugh th e 
park. Pa rks are good hiding places 
fo r mu gge rs. rapi s ts. a nd o th e r 
ha rmful types. So we retrea t into 
o ur locked a nd barred fortresses 
a nd take in o ur vio lence vicar iously 
on th e tu be . But eve n then we ca n' t 
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win. Stud ies ha ve shown that most 
TV shows depicting violence have a 
definite negat ive effect on mental 
hea lth . causi ng a mark ed tcndcncy 
towa rd aggressive and antisocial bc~ 
ha vior in viewers. 
AND ALL TIlE REST. It would 
tak e reams of paper to list and ana~ 
Iyze all the many facets of ou r mod
ern society that may be contribut ing 
to mental d iso rd ers. A lack of pri
vacy on a personal and institutional 
basis may playa role in our psy
choses. The boredom many of us 
face on the job day a ft er day may 
also have an effect. Acceleratcd 
change (nea tly ca taloged by Alvin 
Tomer in h is book FUlure Shock) 
can also get to us. And our society's 
subtle a nd not-so-subtle lack of re
spect for human dignity causes each 
of us to ex perience our share of 
mental anguish. So it 's obvious our 
env ironmen t really is disturbing all 
of us mentally as well as 
ph ysica lly. But what can be 
done about it? 

Can We Change Anything? 

Most of the proble ms dis
cussed above are the direct 
or indirect rcsult of the way 
our inst itutions and our so
cie ty are st ructured. Indus
tria l pollution is hard to 
cheek because such indus
tri es arc vita l to our way of 
life. If we hamstring a ll pol
luters and make them turn 
Ollt their products in a to
tally "clean" fashion. many 
of them wou ld be fo rced 
out of business. Their work~ 
ers wo uld be laid 0 0'. and 
ou r enti re economy wou ld 
take a catastroph ic nose 
dive. 

Likewise. it is nea rly im~ 
possible to elimina te or 
even control auto exhausts 
w ith o ut completely up
sett ing our entire life-s tyle 
and economy. Our noisy. 
overcrowded. bligh ted big 
ci ties with their sprawling suburbs 
arc also part of this overall paLtCfIl. 
All of th ese disturbing and upsetting 
factors arc int imately interrelated. 
and to change anyone of them is 
difficult without upsetting the entire 
deli cate hOllse or cards. 

Id eally. to ctrcctively change any 
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of this, we must be wi lling to make 
some extensive sacrifices and 
chan ges in our entire way of lifc. It 
appears we ma y be forced to 
"evolve" from the complex to the 
simple - perh aps eve n be forced to 
wipe everything out and starl all 
over, from the bottom up. 

Som e economic think ers have 
speculated on what kind of soc iety 
cou ld be built if such a thing were 
poss ible. E. F. Schumacher, writing 
in Small Is Beauliju!, proposed a 

, model society of people with ex 
cellent tools running small indu s
tri es to supply local needs with a 
minimum ex penditure of energy 
and a maximum utilizat ion of the 
human hand and brain. These small 
en trepreneurs would function under 
a centra l gov~rnment that preserved 
the freedom and responsibi li ty of 
loca l governmenta l units. 

Th is is a nice dream, but don't 

hold your brea th . Man has had 
dreams of recaptu ring a peacefu l. 
harmonious. plenteous ulopia ever 
sin ce he was forcefu lly removed 
from the Garden of Eden. Ironi
cally. he has even lought wi th his 
fe llowmen in efforls LO bring it 
about. Six thousand yea rs of fa rru re 

seems to confirm that setting up a 
sa ne society isn't easy. human na
ture being what it is. 

But what about iso latin g and 
solv ing the multi faceted poll ution 
problems? Certainly governm ents. 
communities, industri es, and you 
a nd I can collectively work together 
to help clean up ou r environment 
and sub sta nti a ll y reduce o ur 
chances of "going bananas." But 
will we all join hand s, cas t our se lf
ish in terests aside. and get th e job 
don e? Or is this an impossi ble 
dream? 

Th e world 's l east~understood and 
most-argued-about book. the Bible. 
devotes a major portion of its pages 
to the exp la nation of a bib lica l uto
pia. The Old Testament prophets 
cla imed that just such a society is on 
th e way. Before things get too much 
more ou t of hand - before man kind 
actua lly destroys itself - th e Bible 

indica tes that God is going 
to s tep di rect ly into the 
thick of humanity'S stru g
g les and solve the problems 
his way. whether man lik es 
it or not. 

Christ promised th at he 
would return to se t up a 
utopian world government 
founded upon institutions 
that va lue the protection of 
the environment. that build 
a se nse of commu nity. and 
tha t put people a head of 
" progress" and profit. In 
that era. the entire earth 
will be filled with the 
knowledge of God. Cities 
wo n't be overc rowded. 
Every man wi ll be able to 
own so me ground and sit 
under his "vine or his fi g 
tree ." All or ma nkind will 
fin a lly be at peace. There 
wi ll be no more frenzied 
scra mbling for a living: l e i~ 

. sure time will be ava il able 
to al l. But more impor
tantly. people wi ll be at 
peace wi th th emselves and 

with God. In that wonderful day 
God promises to pour out his spirit 
on all nesh. and utopia wi ll finally 
arrive. (If you are interested in ob
taining a more in~dcp th understand
ing of th is vast subjecl. please write 
immediately for your free copy of 
The Good News magazine.) 0 
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------------------------------------------ -----------

OMENS? DIVINATION? HOROSCOPES? 

THE ORIGIN OF 
ASTROLOGY 

Polls show that millions of Americans firmly believe that astrology works. 
But most have no idea how this ancient practice actually began. Read 

here the eye-opening account of the origin of astrology. 

Slow ly the aged. white-haired 
Chald ea n priest raised the lo ng, 
sharp knife above his head. He 

paused for a moment, reverently ad
dressing a prayer to the SlIn god 
Shamash , then swiftly plunged the 
blade deep into the be lly of th e 
yo un g sheep tied across the temple 
altar. Blood spurted from the in
cision as the priest. assisted by ju
nior temple o fficials. deftly slit the 
animal open. The priests expertly 
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DOES 
ASTROLOGY 

WORK? 
Does astrology have a rational sci
entific basis? Is there a ny conceiv
able way that the ce lesti a l loca tion 
of SIClfS. planets. and nebulae at the 
lim e of o ne's birth could influence 
an indi vidual's personality, h.ealth. 
marriage, ca reer, and a host of other 
personal events? 

The accompanyin g article shows 
that th e o rigin of as trology li es in 
pagan superstition. BUl does astrol
ogy work'? 

Unti l the six teen th cen tury. th e 
earth was believed to be Ihe center 
of th e universe. with the sun, moon. 
planets. and stars revolv ing arollnd 
this all-important t:cnler o f activity. 

But the heliocentric universe of 
Copernicus (1 543) delhroned the 

by Scott G. Rockhold 

exam ined the now steam in g liver, 
lungs, and intesti nes of the sheep. 
Suddenly the elderly chi ef priest 
gasped with fear and surprise as he 
saw a long ye llowish mark on one 
side of th e liver - a ce rta in sig n o f 
coming des truction. 

Hastily. the old pri est scurri ed out 
of th e templ e and ca lled for his as
sis tants to prepare a boat for the trip 
up the Euph rates to Babylon . He 
had to warn the king a t once not to 

ea rth. And since Ihen. the advance 
of astronomical knowledge has re
lentlessly pushed th e earth farther 
and farther from any privileged po
s ition in the cosmos. The sun, too. 
has been demoted to an inconspic
uous su burb in a rather 
unexce ptional galaxy in a relatively 
small group o f ga laxies in a unive rse 
of uncoun ted billions of stars. 

In such a universe. it becomes in 
creasing ly diRicul1 to believe the 
heavens were created to have a spe:.. 
cifie influ ence on the earth and on 
in dividual huma ns in particu lar. 
l--low would s uch an influence occur? 
Through gravity? Radialio n? 

The immense distances encoun
tered in the universe - usually mea
sured in light years - rule out any 
such influences. The gravit ation al 
a tlraction of the doctor stand ing at 
th e delivery table would be far 
gre,lter than the grav ita tional in
fluence of any star o r ga laxy on a 
new-born baby. . 

And the radial ion fro m even the 

campaign against the Elamites in 
the eas t this year. T he great gods 
had spoken through the body of the 
sheep - th e abnormal mark on th e 
liver meant the king and his army 
were certa in to meet disas ter! 

Babylonian Divination 

Ceremon ies similar to th e one de
sc ri bed above were car ried out 
th ousands upon thousands of tim es 
duri ng the hi story of ancient Baby-

brightest star would be thousa nds of 
times weaker than j sin gle light 
bulb in the delivery room. 

The conclusion seems In
escapa ble: No known force emanat
ing from the constellations o f the 
heavens 'could be expected to exert 
a unique. life-long inRuence On any
one. 

Even if the ~larS did exert an 
ever-so-sublle influ ence at the t ime 
of an individual's birth. can a nyone 
seriously believe their influence is 
impo nant \vhen compa red to the 
multitude of much Stro nger environ
mental forces on eart h that directly 
affect o ur lives? 

All life on earth is affected by 
periodic changeS in the environ~ 
menL Such cyclic variatio ns are 
often the basis for na tura l rhythm s 
called bio logical docks. The most 
obvious exa mple is the rising and 
setting of th e sun. a daily' cycle of 
ligh t and dark which directly alTws 
the activities of virtually all plants 
and animals. 
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Ionia and Assy ria. located in what is 
now modern Iraq. A s their religious 
documents and inscriptions clearly 
show. the Babyl onians firmly be
lieved that powerful gods communi
cated with mall through all kinds of 
natural events and condition s - the 
markings on the entrails of a sacri
ficial animal, the behavior of ani
m als or humans in the streets. the 
shape of a miscarried fetu s, th e pat
tern formed by smok e from an oil 
la mp or by water po ured on o il, 
and. not least. th e positions of plan
ets and stars in the sky. 

Such events. believed to be n) es
sages of the future. are called omens, 
and the art of seekin g and inter
preting omens is called divinafion. 
Ancient societies believed omens 
were messages from the gods reveal
ing future events. M any peoples of 
the ancient world - the Babylo
ni ans. A ssyrians, Egyptians. Greeks. 
anti Romans - practiced divination. 

Probably th e mos t popular form 
of divination in ancient Babylon 
was the examination of th e entrails 
of animals. especially sheep. that 
were sacrificed to the god. Just be
fore slaying the animaL the divina
tion priest bcseeched the gods to 

The seasons. causcd by the carth's 
revolution around the sun, also have 
a marked annual influence on living 
things. Similarly. the tides, driven 
primarily ' by the gravitational at
traction of the moon. affect coun t
I~ss creatu res in the sea on roughly a 
12-hour basis. 

Research 'has demonstrated that 
man too may be pcrceptibly in
Huenced by lunar and solar radi
alion and/or gravitational 
attraction. 

However. such "celestial cycles" 
operate on a ll O)en, regard Ie» of 
when or where they were born. In
deed, the readjustment of one's bio
logical clock after a change in 
environment ~ as OCCurS in hjet lag" 
- proves that such biological cycles 
are not immutably fixed. Rather, 
each person·s bio-clock can be re
vised and reset numerous times 
throughout one's life as th e environ
ment changes. 

There's no question that bio logi
cal rhythms and clocks are often 
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write his message on the entrai ls of 
th e sheep. When th e organs were 
examined. any unusual mark s. 
lum ps. or sha pes were interpreted as 
the god's answer; even the normal 
co nfiguration of the organ s had sig
nificance. Hundreds of clay tablets 
have been unearthed from the lands 
of Babylonia and Assy ria bearing 
detailed instructi ons to the priests 
on how to interpret the marks on 
entrails of sacrificial animals as well 
as how to interpret thousa nds of 
oth er ominous events and condi
tions. Such practices were known far 
and wide; th e Bible even records 
that Nebuchadnczzar of Babylon 
" looked in th e liver" for guidance 
from the gods in his campaigns 
against Judah (Ezeki el 21 :21). 

The Stars and Planets 

As the Babylonian creation myth. 
the Emllna Elish, clearly shows. the 
starS and planets were believed to 
be the sign s of th e most powerfu l 
gods. and in some cases were ac
tually gods themselves. 

Naturally, since the stars and 
planets were viewed as divin e. or 
symbols of divine aCl ion and power. 
thcy became the objects of careful 

linked to the mOtions of the su n and 
moon. But this in no way justifies 
the belief that astrological signs and 
the positions of the sun. moon. plan
ets. or stars at the time of birth can 
be used to predict one's future. 

The Bible labelS the worship of 
the heavens as idOlatry: "Take good 
heed to yourselves ... lest you lift 
up your eyes to heaven. and when 
you see the sun and the mOOn and 
the stars: all the host of heaven. 
you ... worship them and serve 
them ... " (Deut. 4: 15. 19. RSV). 

Of COurse. astrology buffs can al
ways claim they are not really wor
shipping the heavens. just relying on 
them for certain "important" infor
mation. Yet the fact remains that 
astrology has no scientific basis. 

The prophet Daniel encountered 
ast rol ogers in Ncbuchadnezzar'$ 
court : "Then came in the magicians. 
th e astrologers, the Chaldeans, and 
the soothsayers: and I told the 
dream before them: but they did 
not make known untO me the 

ob servation by the divination 
priests. Eventually. detailed records 
of the movements and positions of 
th e plancts were kept. These records 
and calcula tions based upon them 
became th e foundation for not only 
astronomy, but astrology as well. 

Because th e Babylonians and As
syrians beli eved th e hca venly bodies 
were representati ve of the gods. 
their positions and movements were 
obviously of great significan ce to life 
and events on earth . W e know that 
by a bout 700 B.C.. th e planets. in
cluding th e sun and moon, were 
bein g carefully watched by the As
syrians for th eir impact on the life of 
the king. Numerous lett ers and state 
records tell us of wa rnin gs by the 
priests fo r th e king to be careful, or 
to have rituals carried out to at
tempt to avo id the predict ed di
saster. 

Other astronomical om ens were 
favorable to th e king but unfavor
able to foreigners. Langers' Encyclo
pedia of World Hist olY shows that 
the earli es t development of astrol
ogy was associated with Babylonian 
magic and divination: 

The most characteristic and in
fluential features of Babylonian 

interpretation thereof' (Dan . 4:7). 
Daniel found the astrologers to

tally ineffective . And so have mod
ern-day scientific studies. 

"The astrologer is often better 
able t9 read his clients wishes than 
to predict the alleged destiny im
plicit in the celestial bodies;' says 
pro fessor of philosophy, Paul Kurtz. 
"y ct the true believer $till insists 
that aStrology is basically true in 
some mysterious way." 

HThere are obvious ly millions or 
peoplc who believe this astrology 
stuff." says Dr. Linus Pauling, twice 
a Nobel Prize winner, "and lthink it 
is worthwhile to explain that it has 
nothing wha tever to do wi th scien
tifi c fact." 

In the final analysis, the over
whelming evidence is that astrology 
is little more than an entertaining 
form Or pseudo-sophisticated super
stition. ('The fau ll, dear Brutus. is 
not in the stars. but in our
se lves .... " 

- Robert A. Ginskey 
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religion, aside from its myth
o logy, were the e labo ra te sys
te ms of magica l practi ces 
(incantations) and the inter
pretation of omens (divination), 
particularly the movements and 
position of the heavenly bodies 
(astrology), the actions of an i
mals, and the characteristics of 
the liver of sacrificial victims (p. 
26). 

The Zodiac 

T he Baby lonia ns were also the in
ventors of the zod iac. T heir as trono
mers divided the heavens into 
sections in order to tell time at night 
as well as seasons of the year. At 
first there were some 36 sections or 
areas, correspon ding to various stars 
or constellations. Later this number 
was reduced to 12, or one con
stellation for each month of the 
yea r. 

Somc of the Babylonian con
stella tions or "signs" bore th e sa me 
names as they do today. T hus the 
Babylonian "bull of A nu" is the 
constellation (or sign) Taurus; "the 
Great Twins" are th e constella tion 
Gemini: "the lion" Leo: "the scor
pio n" is na tura lly Sco rpio. Oth e r 
signs, however. were given different 
names by G reek as trologers some 
centuries later; the " modern " names 
fo r thc signs of th e zod iac a rc ac
tually G reek or La tin . 

Mos t. if no t a ll , of th e co n
stellations of th e Babylonian zodi ac.: 
we re mytho logical figu res which we 
read about in th e great Baby lo n ian 
myths and epics. For instance th e 
" bull o f Anu" was sent by th e god
dess Ish ta r to pun ish th e hero G ilga
mesh. T he planets a nd the stars as 
we ll we re considered divi ne be ings: 
the god S ha mash was th e sun , th e 
plane t Venus (Baby lo nian Di lba t) 
was th e "star" of the goddess Ish ta r. 

By about 450 B.C., th e pla ne ts, 
stars. and zodiac were all put to
gether in to one cosmic system of the 
gods tha t supposedly cont ro ll ed or 
influenced an individual's life here 
on ea rth . 

The First Horoscopes 

Not coincidentally, it is just about 
th is tim e th at we have th e first 
kn ow n horosco pes. Th ese horo
sco pes, fou nd inscribed o n clay tab
lets i n Ba by lo ni a n cun eifo rm 
characters, we re cast at the moment 
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of birth . just as modern horoscopes 
are cas t. And like modern horo
scopes. they lell the exact posi tions 
o f the planets in the zodiac and how 
Ihey will influe nce the life of the 
newborn individual. 

T he first known horoscope dates 
to the year 4 10 B.C. It is found o n a 
clay tab let now kep t at Oxford Uni
versity. I t reads: 

Mo n t h Nisan , n ight of the 
14th ... son of Shumausu r, 
son of Shuma-iddina, descen
da nt of Deke, was born. At that 
time the moon was below the 
Horn of the Scorpion . Jupiter in 
Pisces, Venus in Tau rus, Sa
turn in Cancer, Mars in Gemini; 
Mercury, which had set for th e 
las t ti me was sti ll inv is
ible ... Th ings will be good fo r 
yo u (Journal of Cuneiform 
Sfudies, 1952, p. 54). 

Several other horoscopes. qu ite sim
ilar in form to this one. are known 
from about th e sa me tim e. I t is plain 
from these records that astrological 
ho roscopes. a pp lied to h uman ind i
vidua ls at birth, were a Baby lonian 
inve ntion. 

The Greek Connection 

By a bo ut 400 B.C .. G reek scient is ts 
and philosoph ers were trave ling 
thro ug ho ut th e M ed i ter ra nea n 
world. Especia lly durin g and a ft e r 
th e time of Alexander the G rea l, the 
G reeks bega n to lea rn of the be lie fs 
and science of th e Baby lonians. 
Egypti a ns, a nd oth ers. With th e 
help of th e Ba by lo nia n pries t Ber
oss us. wh ose treatise on astrology 
reached G reece abo ut 250 B.c.. 
th ey took over and modifi ed the 
Ba bylonia n sys tem of ast ro logy. The 
G reeks eve n ke pi ma ny of the 
names for the astrologica l signs; to 
others th ey gave new nam es. How
ever, it was clearly recognized that 
th e astro logica l pred ictio ns a nd in
te rpre tations werc st ill based o n pa
ga n Ba by lo ni an myth o logy. 

In th e firS( century B.C., th e 
G reek historian Diodorus wrote the 
fo llowing a bo ut the astro logy o f the 
C ha ldea ns: 

Under the course in which the 
planets move are situated , ac
cording to them , thirty stars, 
whi c h th e y de Si gn a te as 
"counseling gods"; of these, 
one half oversee the regions 
above the earth and the other 

half those beneath the earth, 
having under their purview the 
affai rs of manki nd an d likewise 
those of the heavens . 
Twelve of these gods, they say , 
hold chief au thority , and to 
each o f these the Chaldaeans 
assign a month and one of the 
sign of the zodiac, as they are 
called . And through the midst 
of these signs, they say, both 
the sun and moon and the five 
planets make their course . 
(Diodorus, II , 30, 30). 

T he Greek astro logers great ly 
modi fi ed and embellished the astro
logical system that the Chaldean 
div ination priests had devised. They 
organized astrological methods into 
a complex scheme of houses, as
pects, signs. and planets. with doz
ens. if not hundreds. of ru les and 
va ria lions. 

The greatest of the Greek astrolo
gers was the Alexandrian astrono
mer and mathematician Claudius 
Ptolemy. H is astrologica l work. The 
Terrabiblos, became the handbook 
upon which a ll subsequent as tro logy 
is based. However, even in this "sci
ent ific" work. important traces of 
Babylon ian and G reek my th o logy 
still a ppea r. Notice Ptolemy'S com
ments on the influence of the planet 
M ars (in Greek a nd Roman myth
o logy th e god of war): 

Mars ... brin gs ab out wars, 
civil faction, capture, enslave
ment, uprising , the wrath of 
leaders, and sudden death s 
ariSing from such cases. 
(Tefrabiblos, II , 8). 

While ma ny of Pto lemy'S inte r
pretations of th e heavens stem from 
th e (mistaken) astrono mica l beliefs 
o r his day, it is clea r tha t much or 
hi s as trology is ult ima te ly based o n 
paga n my tho logy. which in many 
res pects goes back to the myths a nd 
beliefs o f a ncien I Ba by lon. Furth er
more, the e labora te ast rological sys
te m worked o ut by PtOlemy ac tu a lly 
forms the basis of much of modern 
as tro logy. 

T his th en is the o rig in of a prac
tice followed by millio ns o f twen
tie th-century devotees. Regard less 
of wheth er o ne actually believes in 
astrology or not, it is clear th at suc.:h 
beliefs ultima te ly o rigin a ted in the 
magic a nd supers tition of th e d ivi
nation pri ests of ancient Baby lonia 
an d Assyria. 0 
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only food shortages of a sporadic 
short-term nature, but " chronically 
acute shortages as far ahead as we 
can see." The warning was given in 
the opening address by Dr. Clifton 
Wharton , president of Michigan 
State University. 

" The challenge of providing food 
for hungry people ... is the great
est challenge of the last quarter of 
the twentieth century, " added Dr. 
John A. Hannah, executive director 
of the United Nations World Food 
Council. "Despite the need for a 
system of world food security, " he 
said, "there has been little progress 
since the [Rome] World Food Con
ference" of 1974. 

Agricultural Experts Only 

Unlike the Rome conference, spon
sored by the United Nations, where 
politicians and agriculture ministers 
were given center stage, the 1976 
conference in Ames, Iowa, was 
sponsored by Iowa State University, 
a world leader in agricultural re
search and international food devel
opment. Food-related specialists 
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from over 70 nations - agron
omists, cattle breeders , plant genet
iCists , nutritionists, and food 
distributors - met to classify and 
determine how mankind can best 
pool its efforts to overcome the 
constraints Inhibiting world food 
production and improved human 
nutrition. Political figures were de
liberately excluded so that the facts 
presented and the recommenda
tions made would not be colored by 
any political or ideological biases. 

Conference participants were 
again reminded of the hard realities 
of the food-population cnSIS: 

- Even with the best population 
control efforts , the four billion 
people inhabiting the earth today 
will increase to over six bill ion by 
the turn of the century , barring 
some intervening disaster. 

- Unless birth rates are signifi
cantly decreased in the developing 
world , all other efforts will be futile 
in the long run . 

- The ranks of the world 's seri
ously malnourished and chronically 
hungry are already around 500 mil-

Ems! Herb - The Plam Trulh 

lion and growing , and another great 
portion of mankind is significantly 
malnourished. (Estimates vary be
tween a quarter and a half of hu
manity, depending on the source.) 

- The huge surpluses of grain 
wh ich buffered Ihe world are nearly 
gone and the concept of a world 
reserve could abort due to confl ict
ing national agricultural pol icies. 

Plain Trulh correspondents at
tending the conference, however, 
felt that two other staggering chal
lenges facing modern agriculture 
failed to be emphasized sufficiently 
during the four-day meeting : 

1. In 25 years - or about one 
generation - world food production 
must more than DOtJBLE to give the 
rapidly increasing world population 
just a little improvement in food quan
tity , and hopefully, quality . 

2. The food deficits of the devel
oping countries projected by 1985 
will, by all indications, amount to a 
staggering 80 million tons to over 
100 million tons annually - roughly 
equal to the entire annual cereal 
production of all of Latin America. 
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IN BANGLADESH (above left) old 
meets new in field cultivation. The 
world's most overcrowded major na
tion foreshadows the food-popula
tion crisis rushing in on many devel
oping nations. Above right, cadres 
in Communist China Jearn new farm
ing ideas. New varieties of wheat and 
rice have helped the most populous 
nation achieve near food self
sufficiency. 

Such a defiCit , in the words of Dr. 
Hannah, would be "too high to be 
considered manageable," physi
cally and financially. Yet , in the 
years beyond 1985, these shocking 
shortfalls will greatly increase! 

Who Is Going to Produce All 
This Food? 

To feed the present yearly increase 
in world population of 75 million re
quires nearly 20 million tons of ad
ditional grain each year. This is 
more than the annual Canadian 
wheat crop and about the same as 
the crops of Argentina, Australia , 
and Romania combined. 
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Even U.S. wheat production stag
gers before such annual needs. The 
total U.S. wheat crop in 1975 was 
about 67 million tons. 

The answer to food deficits obvi
ously lies not in perpetual increases 
of exports from food-rich to food
poor countries. Large increases in 
production are desperately needed 
in the food-short developing na
tions themselves. It is in these 
lands, moreover, that over 80% of 
the new mouths will be born in the 
remainder of this century. 

Dangerous Pattern in Third World 

The worldwide food shortage did 
not occur overnight. The supply
demand scale has been in pre
carious balance for over a decade. 
But this was not readily apparent 
because of huge surpluses in the 
United States and vast American 
acreages held in reserve by being 
kept out of production . 

Today almost all readily tilled 
land in North America is in produc
tion , and world food reserves have 
pi u mmeted from several months to 

only a few weeks. Even these re
serves assume an adequate world 
food distribution system which is, in 
fact, sorely lacking. 

During the past two decades, un
usually good weather and ad
vanced agricultural technology 
combined to produce record crop 
surpluses in the advanced nations. 
But in the developing world , a much 
more critical pattern emerged. 

During the 1950s, food produc
tion in the developing nations grew 
about as rapidly or even more rap
idly than population. In the 1960s, 
however, these nations experi
enced an increaSingly rapid popu
lation growth coupled with a 
slowing down i~ their rate of in
crease in food production . 

Overlooked by many is the fact 
that political upheavals worldwide 
during the same period and the end 
of the colonial period in Africa and 
elsewhere threw many areas that 
were once self-supporting agricul
turally into chronic food deficit pat
terns from which a good portion 
have never recovered. 
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The current state of affairs in An~ 
gala again reflects this neglected 
factor. The civil war there has so 
disrupted harvesting that Angola is 
now very dependent on food im~ 

ports where she was once self~suf~ 

f icient. Once the dust settles, 
Angola is likely to remain chronic~ 
ally deficient in food If, as expected, 
she "revolutionizes" her agriculture 
along inefficient Marxist lines. 

By the middle t 960s, food pro~ 

duction was no longer keeping up 
with population growth . During the 
first five years of the 1970s, yearly 
increases slipped even more seri~ 

ously and are still slipping. 
As a result, the developing na~ 

tions , as a group, are no longer 
able to feed themselves by them~ 

selves , let alone improve their over~ 
all level of nutrition. 

These developments have sober~ 
ing implications. In Dr. Hannah's 
words: " The developing countries, 
which were virtually self~sufficient in 
food suppl ies in 1950, were impor~ 
ting between 15 and 20 million tons 
of grain in 1970, half of which was 
in the form of food aid. By 1975 the 
gross imports of these countries 
had reached about 45 million tons. 
Every projection of the food situ~ 

ation for 1985, nine years from 
now, poi nts to a doubling or tripling 
of these cereal imports - 85 to 100 
million tons per year or more. " 

Does Mankind Have the Technology, 
the Will, and the Time? 

As at Rome in 1974, so many con~ 
ference speakers at Ames, Iowa, 
spoke of their confirmed faith that 
mankind still has a reservoir of 
available land and resources and 
that mankind possesses the basic 
technology and skills needed to 
wipe hunger off our hungry planet. 
The biggest obstacle , they empha~ 
sized, was changing the way 
human beings act: that is, cutting 
through the morass of national, po~ 
litical, economic, and social con~ 
stralnts which hinder the 
development and application of im~ 
proved methods of growing food. 

The past two World Food Confer~ 
ences have made it clear that al~ 

though weather caused part of the 
global food crisis, a far more critical 
factor has been the failure of poliCY 
makers to understand how bad pol-
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"The challenge of 
providing food for hungry 

people is the greatest 
challenge of the 

last quarter of the 
twentieth century" 
- Dr. John A. Hannah 

ICles and wrong priorities affect ag~ 
ricultural production. 

Some of those policies emascu
lated or discouraged domestic food 
production because governments 
supported low food prices and im
ported cheap food . Others exported 
needed food supplies to obtain for
eign exchange for developing pet 
"glamour" Industrial projects, such 
as steel mills. 

What Needs to Be Done? 

In the short term - the next ten or 
so years - food-surplus nations Wi ll 
have come to the aid of food deficit 
nations with large quantities of food 
at favorab le terms until these na
tions can gear up their farming sec~ 
tor and increase their own food 
production. 

In the long term, there is no way 
out of the world's food crisis until 
food~short nations, in the devel~ 

oping world particularly, simulta~ 

neously produce more of their own 
food while cutting birth rates. En~ 

couragement of population control 
and wide-scale family planning has 
occurred far too late. Emphasis on 
these two areas - domestic food 
production and population control 
- must not be neglected. 

Next, government policy makers 
in many nations need to reorder 
their priorities. Too much of the 
presently developing food crisis has 
been caused by the failure of many 
governments to invest limited eco~ 
nomic and other national resources 
in the agricultural sector; instead 
the urban, industrial. and mil itary 
sectors have been emphasized out 
of proportion tei the most basic i n~ 
dustry of all - growing food . The 
result is that many starving nations 
have the latest steel mills , nuclear 
plants, and military hardware, but 
can 't feed their own people. 

Last - but perhaps most impor~ 
tant of all - farming as an occupa~ 
tlon must be given more dignity and 
honor. 

This can only be done by chang~ 
ing social values and supporting 
farmers With extension services to 
make farming more profitable and 
attractive, with more of the ame~ 
nlties of life in rural areas, such as 
improved schools, safe water sup~ 
plies, health services, better roads, 
and communications. 

At the Ames conference, Gelio T. 
Castillo, professor of rura l sociol~ 

ogy at the University of the Philip~ 
pines, said: "Most Filipino farmers 
do not want their child ren to be~ 

come farmers. " Not only IS farming 
risky and income unstable under 
present conditions , she said , but 
the prevailing social attitude is that 
only the uneducated must be farm
ers because they have no other 
choice . 

Unlike industrialized nations that 
have been able to afford the loss of 
farmers to cities because of labo r~ 

saving technology, developing na~ 

tions need to hold their farmers on 
the SOil and encourage them to pro~ 
duce With better methods of farm
ing suitable to their conditions. 

The RighI Technology 

Next, governments in the devel~ 

oping world must realize the limits 
of technolC'gy and not depend on it 
alone to "quick fix " their dilemma. 

Even as the food speCialists at 
Iowa State University lauded mod~ 
ern agricultural " successes" -
such as the Green Revolution -
they spoke of thei r technology 's 
shortcomings and failings. 

J. R. Pagot, director of Ethiopia's 
Livestock Center, summarized a re~ 
currrng thought at Ames. " When a 
new technology is discovered 
somewhere in the world , there is a 
great temptation to want to have it 
adopted on a worldwide scale. But 
very often , transfers'Of technology 
fail utterly." Technology, confer~ 

ence participants agreed , must be 
adapted to people, not people to 
technology. 

As it turns out , conference lead ~ 

ers said that mankind needs much 
more time and much greater re~ 

search to adapt new fi ndi ngs and 
technologies - such as hybrid 
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grains, fertilizers, cattle breeds, and 
other farming techniques - to the 
wide variety of differing cl imates, 
soi ls, and social condi tions around 
the world . 

They painted out , too, that the 
subsistence farmer, who produces 
much of the agricultural output in 
many countries, has been greatly 
neglected not only by politicians 
but also by science in the rush to 
apply mass-oriented technology 
that is not suitable to more tradi
tional farming practi ces. 

Needed: Unprecedented Harmony 
and Cooperation 

Sartaj Aziz , deputy executive direc
tor of the U.N. World Food Council , 
said at Ames, Iowa, " The food 
problem of the next 25 years is es
sentially manageable, but it will re
quire tremendous national and 
international effort. " 

At this late hour, if mankind is to 
have any hope at all of achieving 
such massively focused effort to 
solve the food criSis, government 
leaders and social institutions of all 
kinds must do all they can to sub
merge or defuse divisive ancient 
hatreds, animosities, and conflicts 
with in and without their borders. 

Only a climate of general world 
peace and stabili ty will encourage 
governments, bankers, and busi
nesses to risk the immense 
amounts of aid and technology 
needed to help remedy the crisis. 

But are the leaders of nations -
the prime ministers, advisers , parlia
ments, and congresses who decide 
life and death issues for other mil
lions - getting the message? 

Apparently not. As New York 
Times chief correspondent C. L. 
Sulzberger analyzed recently: "So 
far there is little sign that the world 
at large and Ihe United States in 
particular have yet come to grips 
with what will almost certainly be
come a crucial international prob
lem during the next U.S. president's 
term : the threat of mass starvation 
in many lands." 

Food Crisis Foretold 

The outcome of the food crisis is 
prophesied in the Bible. Ultimately 
there will be plenty of food for all : 
" The plowman shall overtake the 
reaper" (Amos 9:13). But before 
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SALT MENACE 
"Mankind has ... a kind of arro
gant as.sumption that man's tech
nological management of the 
planet exempts him from Ihe limi
tations nature imposes on every 
other species." said Harrison 
Brown. noted (,ahech scientist, be
fore a recent government sub
committee. 

Another scientist and ecologist. 
Erik P. Eekholm, asserts lhat 
humans in poor countries as well 
as in advanced nations are - out 
of desperation. ignorance, short
sightedness, and greed destroy
ing the basis of their own 
livelihood as they violate the limits 
of natural system,. He warns, 
"While ecological systems arc 
supple, they can snap back vi
ciously when bent too far." 

Encroaching Crust 01 Saft -
A System Pushed Too Far 

. 0 In various publications, Eckholm 
is warning that growing soil sali
nity is one of the gravest threats 
facing world food production, The 
crisis is a legacy of the great dam 
and irrigation projects of the 19505 
and I 960s. 

Now a thin, but lethal white 
crust of salt is spreading rapidly 
over millions of acres of the earth's 
most fertile land. 

Eckholm reports that vast areas 
of the 30 most irrigated countries 
face severe food los.<es from sali
nily, alkalinity, and waterlogging. 

In a new joint study brought out 
by the United Nations Environ
ment Program and the Washing-

this occurs, Ihe resull of man's 
seeming Inability to face his prob
lems and his failure to put aside 
narrow national ideologies and con
flicts will be worldwide chaos. 

Jesus Christ prophesied that 
wars , famines, and disease epidem
ics would be among the " beginning 
of sorrows" suffered by mankind 
JUSI before he is forced to return to 
earth to stop sinning nations from 
ultimate catastrophe (Matthew 
24 :7, 8, 22). 

Chapter 6 of the book of Revela-

ton-hased Worldwatch Institute. 
Eckholm reports that salt has dam
aged 20"k of the 25 million acres 
on Pakblan', Indus Plain, the 
world's largest irrigated region; 
one tenth of India's 150 million 
irrigated acres; 20"k of China's 
main irrigaled region; between 
25<;( and 50<;( of Syria's Euphrates 
Valley; 15% of a new irrigation 
project in Jordan's River Valley; 
30% of Argentina's Patagonia re
gion; as much as 50% of the irri
ga ted land in Brazil's crowded 
northeast; plus large acreages of 
northwc~tern Mexico's Mcxicali 
and Yaqui valleys. 

In the United States, the rising 
salt content of the Colorado River 
has led to falling crop production 
in California's rich Imperial and 
Coachella valleys. The salt prob
lem is particularly acute in Egypt 
now that the Aswan Dam 'no 
longer permits lhe Nile's annual 
Hoods to Hush salt deposits away, 

Today, in soulhern Iraq, vast 
areas glisten like fresh rallen snow 
where once mighty empires pros
pered in the days of Abraham. 

The growth of irrigation is one 
of the main reasons world food 
production kept up with or sur
passed population growth in the 
past two decades. But with 15% or 
mort; of the irrigated land now 
threatened, damaged, or de
stroyed. the big question is 
whether or not irrigation will ulti
mately prove to be " severe long
term detriment to world agricul
lure. 

lion reveals that famine, along with 
wars, disease epidemics, and ani
mal plagues, will kill one quarter of 
mankind - over a billion people. 

This greavtragedy cou ld be 
avoided . But .mankind as a whole, 
with all his divisions and competing 
pOints of view, seemingly can 't gen
era te the necessary will and means 
to do so, 

As Sartaj Aziz concluded at 
Ames, "The next five years wil l de
termine the fate of the year 
2000." 0 
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DELEGATES from South West 
Africa's 11 population groups 
assemble in the Turnhalle in 
Windhoek to chart the course 
toward future naUonhood. Pic
tured here also are leaders of 4 
of 11 delegations represented 
at the Constitutional Confer
ence: the Ovambos and Col
oured (/eft). the Hereros and 
whites (right). Pressure is on 
the conference to draft in the 
shortest possible time a consti
tution guaranteeing not only 
minority rights but also political 
responsibility in a free socIety. 

t ---
SOUTH WEST AFRICA-RACING AG 
The Constitutional Confer
ence in Windhoek has an
nounced that an independent 
multiracial government is at
tainable for South West Africa 
by the end of 1978. The big 
question: Will the United Na
tions and the major powers 
let South West African efforts 
succeed? 

by Herman L. Hoeh 

The author recently visifed SOUlh 
West Africa for a firsthand look 
at conditions {here. This is the 
COJ1c1usion of his report, begun in 
the September issue of The Plain 
Truth. 

It is the most significant news to 
have come out of Windhoek, the 
capital of South West Africa. in 

30 yea rs. The II population groups 
assembled at the Consti tutional 
Conference have achieved what 
may be a first in modern history. By 
consensus - unanimous agreement. 
not mere majority approval - the 
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delegates have agreed that an inde
pendent, multiracial government 
should be established not later than 
December 31 , 1978. An interim gov
ernment is planned for sometime in 
1977 to facilitate transfer of power 
from South Africa to an indepen
dent South West Africa. The major 
concern now is wheth er terrorism , 
United Nations pressure, and big 
power politics will prevent emer
gence of a free government. 

Further, the South West Africa 
People's Organization (SWAPO). 
despite its terrorist activities and op
position to the conference, has been 
invited to be the proposed new gov
ernment's political opposit ion. This 
adroit move is a final effort to en
co urage international recognition 
and guarantees for the territo ry of 
South West Arrica. or Namibia. 

The Bitter Attitude 01 SWAPO 

In con trast to th e constructive en
deavors of the assembled represen
tatives at the Con s tituti o nal 
Conference in Windhoek, the presi
dent ofSWAPO. Mr. Sam Nujoma. 
issued a biller declaration in Lu
saka , Zambia , in July. He an-

nounced that his organiza tion has 
declared "total war" against the 
"puppet government" of African tri
ba l chiefs and other represe ntatives 
at the Windhoek conference. "These 
treacherous e lements are busy lob
bying and putting press ure on 
SWAPO to talk." Nujoma declared. 
following an invitation from confer
ence representatives. "SWAPO is 
th e only legitimate representative of 
Namibian people, and the armed 
st ruggle wi ll continue to be waged 
se riously until full independence is 
ach ieved," he warned . 

Nujoma's SWAPO has never won 
a free election. It is, in fact. on ly one 
of 20 politically active parties in eth
nically divided South West Africa. 
The success of the Constitutional 
Conference thus far is due in no 
small degree to £Uoordinating politi
cal party differences and focusing 
squarely on the needs and aspira
tions of the II population groups 
comprising SOllth West Africa. 

The co ntrast between Mr. Nu
joma's acrimonious denunciation s 
and the appea l to prayer and reason 
by Dr. B. J. Africa. for example. 
ought to come to the atten tion of the 
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AINST TIME FOR PEACE 
U.N. and th e Security Counci l. Dr. 
Africa is a lea der of the Baste r d e le
gation at the Turnhalle meetings. He 
courteo usly sent us a co py of a leller 
he had written to pro mote under
sta nding of the proble ms of South 
West Africa and of the Constitu
tiona l Confe rence. It is so important 
a statement that it deserves world
wide recognition. We therefore pub
li sh a major pan o f it in the 
accompa ny ing box. (See page 26.) 
Most others in the Turnhalle Consti 
tutional Co nference would echo Dr. 
Africa's sen timents. 

The Men and the Peoples and 
Lands They Represent 

Seldom has so much res ponsibility 
fa ll en on the should e rs of so few 
men as now rests on those directing 
the consti llllionai mee tings in Wind
hoek ' s Turn""l/e. On their con
sensus rests not only the fu ture of 
South West Africa's 950,000 people 
(a miniscule fraction of the world's 
population, to be sure), but a lso to 
large measure the future security of 
all southe rn Afri ca. South West Af
ri ca is st rategica lly loca ted. Soviet 
newspaper commentaries compare 
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it to the critical position of the Sin ai Pastor Co rneliu s 
and Israel in the Middle Eas t. Njoba has the diffi-

Who are these men guiding th e cult task of represent-
constitutional meetin gs whose faces ing the Ovambos, 
ha ve a lmost never appeared in print whose population is 
o r o n television? They are men often a I m os t e q u a I to 
of to tally divergent views. They de- th a t of a ll other 
scend from black, brown, white. and groups in South 
mi xed stocks. W es t Africa. 

T here is Mr. Dirk Mudge, (he There is Mr. C hristy of the Dam-
diplomat a nd peacemaker, unques- aras, a once enslaved people who 
ti oned guiding hand in the confe r- lost their lang uage to th eir former 
e n ce , representing the white Nam a overlords. There is Ch ief 
delegation. There is warm a nd Moralaswani of the East Capri vi del-
charming Mr. Luipert, descendanl egation and Mr. Mayavero of the 
o f a chiefly line of Namas (Hotten- Kavangos. Both th e ir peo ple, to-
tots), who often must explai n to gether wi th the Ovambos, have suf-
o thers of his delegation the nicet ies fered lengthy te rrorist incurs io ns 
of parliamentary procedures. And ~irected by SWAPO. Not to be for-
who cou ld forge t the oratory of Mr. go tten is the Tswana delegation, 
Kloppers of the Coloured delega- represent ing the smallest population 
tion, o r th e incisive thought of the gro up a t the Turnhalle conference. 
Basters' Dr. Africa? Mr. Geelbooi o f 
the B.ushmen delegat ion must live in 
two worlds if he is to ex pound to his 
people the events transpiring in the 
Turn/wile. The busy Mr. Clemens 
Kap uuo is leader of the Herrero, a 
vigorous, pasto ral people who tradi
tion a lly recognized on ly two peop les 
on ea rLh: Herre ros a nd stran gers. 

Did They Learn From 
History? 

The peop les of South West Afr ica 
a re a complex mosaic of ancient 
tribes a nd mo re recent immigra nts. 
Their intertribal and internecine 
wars, climaxing at the beginning of 

(TeXT conTinued 01/ page 26) 
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Background photo by Ellenne Oupless(s 
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SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
THE PEOPLE & THEIR LAND 

S PHOTOGRAPHED BY ALON REININGER 
Fortunate lands often lie between two bountiful rivers. South 

West Africa, by contrast, is a land between two frightful 
deserts. The shifting dunes of the background scene are in the 

western desert, the Namib. It is from the Namib that the 
currently fashionable - and possibly future - name of South 

West Africa is derived: Namibia. In the sparsely settled central 
plateau region the camera of renowned French photographer Alon 

Reininger captures the color and 

• 

diversity of the peoples of South 
West Africa and their buoyant 
cultures . A Herero woman is 

representative of one of the 
"ri~''''~' '" most colorfu lly dressed of 
HenotIOln 8!lSh!f5 26--. 

'"~~" any people anywhere. The 
~~ " " infusion of European stock 
. " '" among Namas (Hottentots) of 
'\ southern Africa may be clearly 

., 
seen when visit ing school chi l

dren in the Baster community 
(Continued on next page) 



south of the capital. The Damara, 
third largest population group In 
South West Africa (note pie chart 
on page 23 showing population 
percentages of South West Africa 's 
various peoples) were once slaves 
of Namas and Hereros. The 
marvelous pensive faces (right) of 
an elderly Damara, a Baster farmer , 
and a young Herero testify to the 
concerns of the people of the land. 
To the left, top, IS a striking view of 
the center of government and 
culture of South West Africa: its 
charming capital , Windhoek , built 
by the Germans. The first major 
community to the south of 
Windhoek IS Rehoboth (center left), 
settled by Basters, a mixed Nama
white stock. The Basters (their 
name means "bastard" In 
Afrikaans, but they wear the label 
proudly) found marvelous hot 
springs in the region . Today, 
throughout all the townships In 
South West Afrlca : Western 
methods of building are gradually 
being utilized (bottom left), not 
without aesthetic loss on occasion. 
Despite inadequate housing, a 
neatly groomed mother and 
children (center) look with hope to 
a future safeguarded from 
revolutionary violence - a future In 
which multiracial cooperation and 
mutual trust can turn an 
Inhospitable and arid land into an 
adequate and inspIring country . 

SOUTHWEST 
AFRICA_-4! __ 





DR. B. J. AFRICA 

AN APPEAL 
TO PRAYER 
ANDREASON 
The {llIilude of those serious~J! slri v
ing for a JUSI, peaceflll plan for or
ganizing an indepelldent SOllfh
Wesl Africa is exemplified by Ihe 

following opell leller appealing for 
assisIGl1ce - and prayer - by 
Dr. B. J. Africa, head of Ihe Basler 
delegat ion, one of SOlllh Wesl Af
rica 's eleven pop ulation groups. 

As he wriles, there is a "greG' 
fl eed 10 publicize" lhe ejjorts of 
{hose frying fO achieve a CO llstru C

tive so/ulion. 
Wh at a COnfrasl ;'1 spirit 10 'hose 

who would impose {heir «so lUI ion ,. 
fo r SOUlh Wesl Aji-ica by force, if 
necessary . and who. by clever ma
nipulatio n, have gained support 
from {hose in {he Olilside lVorld who 
do 1101 k nolV Ihe real facts. 

"Th e Bible sta tes th a t unl ess th e 
Lord build th e house, they labour 
in vain th at build it. The eleven 

(Continued from page 21) 
the twentieth century. have few par
allels. Hopefu lly th e terrible penalty 
of war and its conseq uences, which 
the eld ers still personally remember, 
has impressed itself sufficiently that 
old hatreds can be put into the 
background and be forgiven and 
forgotten. This hope expressed itself 
in the decision, at th e very begin
ning of the Constitutional Confer-
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population groups of S.W.A. 
[South West Africa] through their 
156 delegates have been aft'ord ed 
the wonderful opportu nity of com· 
ing together, discussing their prob
lems, and working out a solution 
together. This is a task demandin g 
a great meas ure of responsibility 
and insight. In th e 'Declaration of 
Intent ' adop ted by the c.c. [Co n
stitutional Conference] in Septem
ber 1975 it was stated that the 
representatives of th e different 
population groups are determin ed 
to find a peace ful sett lement I'or 
the problems ofS.W.A. 

" Anoth er significan t fact of the 
' Declaration of Intent' is th e ac
ceptance 01' the princip le of I'unda
ment a l freedoms and human 
ri ghts with out discrimination on 
the grounds of race. colour, or 
creed . . 

"There arc still occasions. how
ever, when one becomes aware of 
a lack of trust and some degree of 
prejudice among th e different 
groups. But it is equally true th a t a 
wonderful spirit of cooperation has 
been cultivated among the various 
representatives. 

"There is a slight problem with 
languages. but it is pa radoxical 
that Afrikaan s is und erstood, 
spoken , and preferred by most 
delegates - unlike in Soweto rth e 
black South African town ship 
where riots broke out in Jun e. ini
tially in protest to th e mandaLOry 
usc in schools of the Dutch·de
ri ved language]. Faciliti es for si
multaneous tran slation into 7 
languages are ava ilable. 

"Groups opposed to th e c.c. 
[an allusion to th e SWAPO organi
zation " recognized" by th e United 
Nati ons] are trying their best to 

ence, to achi eve agreement by 
consensus - unanimity, rather than 
by majority vote. Without unanim
ity , old wounds and-.J.ears could 
never be fully healed. And without 
the persuasiveness and patience of 
Mr. Dirk Mudge these deep historic 
divisions would most certa inly have 
spelled defeat for a developing free 
society without traditional parlia
mentary skills. 

creatc an atmosphere of uncer
tainty and panic. This is further 
encouraged by a world practising 
double standards. Pray that the 
leaders at the conference might 
have the cou rage to act in the in 
terest of their people and not take 
the path of least resistance by 
making popular decisions. 

"There is a great need to publi
cize the deliberations at th e c.c. 
Something we can learn from the 
communists is that th ey are master 
propagandists. We should make 
our stand known - and do it 
bo ldly. 

"One often hears the statement 
that people in S.W.A. do not have 
time to solve their problems. or 
that we shou ld have started years 
ago. Whether this is so is an open 
questi on. but the best time to act is 
NOW. W e are still very optimistic 
about reaching a solution. and we 
know th at if we acknowledge Him. 
He will direct our paths. You'll 11 0 

doubt be interested LO learn th at 
th e meetings of the genera l assem
bly a re opened by prayer. This is 
also the case with the comm ittee 
meetings . .. 

"A t present we are discussing 
the principles to be embodied in a 
co nstitution for S.W.A. Please pray 
that justice mi ght be done. To do 
justice and judgment is more ac
ceptable to the Lord th an sacrifi ce 
(Prov. 21:3). 

"There is no doubt that we are 
in the process of workin g out th e· 
best rules and principles for peace
ful coex istence on th e continent of 
Africa, but these rul es and prin
cipl es ca n best be implemented jf 
th ere is a change of heart, i.e., if 
th e hearts of people are filled by 
the spi rit and love of God . . .. " 

Though so much rests upon the 
shoulders of the men in attendance 
at the Constitutional Conference in 
Windhoek, an equa l responsibility 
rests on the shoulders of the United 
Nations, the big powers, and ot her 
African sta tes. That responsibility is 
the willingness Lo cooperate with, 
rather than undermine, the efforts 
by South West Africans to give binh 
to a free and developing nation . 0 
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Truly no other nation in the history of th e wo rld 
has been so grea tly blessed as th e United Sta tes 
of America. Consider th ese facts: 

In 1776 th ere were one and a ha lf millio n people 
li ving in ihe T hirteen Colo ni es. Today th ere a re 
21 5 million. The annual gross na tional produ ct 

(GNP) of those colonies was less tha n $3 b illion , 
whereas th e tota l G N P of th e U.S. now exceeds 
$ 1,500 billion - $ 1.5 trillion. And iemem ber, the 
to tal annual GNP of the entire world is only about 
$4 trillion . This meanS th a t th e U.S. produces a 
third of all the world's gross na tional product. 

LET'S REMEMBER THE MEANING OF 
THANKSGIVING DAY 

As we prepare to celebrate our Bicentennial Thanksgiving day, do we 
Americans realize the real source and the true extent of our many blessings? Have 

we Americans carelessly forgotten the real meaning of Thanksgiving day? 

by Raymo nd F. McNai r 

. , --



The average American industrial 
worker earns between $4 a nd $5 pc r 
hour, and the median family income 
is now runnin g about $ 14.000. Even 
thou gh inflation is picking o ur pock
ets and high taxes are robbing u S of 
much of our income. the typica l 
American st ill has a higher standard 
of li ving th an the citize ns of any 
ot her nation. 

The U.S. inflation ra te (a bout 7%) 
is considerably lower th a n that of 
most other industrial nations, where 
it is galloping along at an annual 
rate of 10% to 25%. Overa ll , th e av
erage U.S. citizen is about 25% to 
35% better ofr than his cou nterpa rt 
living in many ot her advanced in
dustria l nations. Fu rthermore. the 
per capita income world wide is now 
approx imately SI.OOO - j ust one 
sixth of America's pe r capita in
come. 

America (the "bread basket of the 
world") has the larges t tract of fer
tile land with th e most favorab le cli 
mate of any nation in the en tire 
world. Even though America pos
sesses only a bout 6% of th e world's 
land and 6% of its population. she 
possesses 18% of its tota l crop la nd . 
America's vas t national resources -
minerals, water. timber. oiL coal -
give her the mea ns to maintain th e 
world's highest stand a rd of li ving 
for the foreseeable future. 

America's "Special Circumstances" 

Other nations look at the fantastic 
bl essi ngs of America wi th am aze
ment. The Shah of Iran rece ntly 
wrote: " In no more than two cen
turies. the U.S. has been ab le to lay 
the foundations of astonishing tech
nica l achieveme nt and immense 
ma terial progress, the like of which 
no society or nation has been ab le to 
equa l or surpass. In th is re latively 
short period. America has succeeded 
in transforming a huge contin ent. 
bl essed with almost unlimited natu 
ral resources, from th e simplest be
ginnings into the wealthiest and 
most powerful country th e world 
has seen." 

What, according to the Shah. is 
th e real source of America's unique 
posit ion in the world today? 

" After 200 yca rs th e U.S. has ac
quired, th a nks to th e dyna mism of 
her people and the spccia l circum
stances that God has provid ed for 
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them. a position uniqu e in the an
nals of ma nkind .... " 

The Shah's statement should 
mak e eve ry American SLOp and 
think . At this lime of year, as we 
approach our annual Thanksgiv ing 
day. Americans should truly give 
thanks to God for all their bound
less blessings. But tragically, too 
many Americans tod ay a rc o b
li vious to th e rich history and the 
vital meaning behind their most im
porta nt national holiday. 

Brief History of Thanksgiving 

In December 1620. the Mayflower 
anchored a t Plymouth Rock. Massa
chusetts. A sma ll band of 103 Pil 
grims landed on the bleak . wintry 
coast of present-day Massachusetts. 
intending to set up a new colony - a 
C hristian commonwealth - where 
they could wors hip G od accord ing 
to the d icta tes of their conscie nces. 
Befo re landi ng at Plymout h. the Pil
grims drew up the " Mayfl owe r 
Compact" by which they intended 
to govern themselves: 

"We whose names arc under
written . the loyal subjects of o ur 
dread Sovereign Lo rd Kin g 
James. H aving undertaken. for 
the Glory of God and advancement 
of the Christian Fai th and Honour 
of our King and Country. a Voyage 
to plant the F irst Colony in th e 
Northern Parts of Virgi nia. do by 
these presents solemnly and mu
tually in the presence of God and 
one another. Covenant and Com
bine ourselves together into a C ivil 
Body Poli tic. for our better o rdering 
and preservation and fur thera nce of 
th e ends aforesa id .... " 

That terrible winter of 1620-21 
took a fr ightful toll in sickness a nd 
death among the brave Pilgrim s. 
Only 56 o ut of th e 103 who landed 
th ere survived . But with spring. new 
hope budded. Each Pilgrim famil y 
now had a home. And they were 
blessed wi th the friend shi p of a 
frie ndly and helpful Indi an named 
Squanto. 

Durin g th e spring of 1621. the Pil 
grim se ttlers pla nted 20 acres of 
co rn. 6 of barley. plus some peas. 
All summer long th ey anxiously 
tended their first crop in . the New 
Wo rld - for they knew that thei r 
ve ry lives depend ed upon th e suc
cess ful maturing of th at crop. Thc 

co rn and ba rley did well. bu t th e hot 
sun parched th e peas. 

The First Thanksgiving Day 

This hardy band of Pilgrims were 
accustomed to the English thanks
givi ng celeb rations. obse rved after 
the Briti sh had defea ted the French 
in 1386 and th e Span ish in 1588 
when thei r "' Invincible Arm ada" 
had sai led aga inst England. 

Furth ermore. during their brief 
stay in Holland. the devout Pilgrims 
had see n the Dutch ce leb ra te a day 
of thanksgiving for their victory 
ove r the Spania rds in October 1575. 

It was quite natural, therefore, for 
the Pilgrims to observe a day of 
thanksgiving aner anxiOUSly wa tch
ing their crops ripen during th e long 
summer of 1621. After the harvest
ing of a bumper crop. th eir gover
nor. William Bradford. set aside a 
d~): for special feasting and thanks
glVlllg. 

For three days the women fo lk 
se rved the men at long tables. That 
first thanksgiving feast includ ed 
wild turkeys. wood pigeons. par
tridges. ducks, gcese. Indi an pud
ding. hoeca ke. and fish. 

After dinner. the Pilgrims en ter
tained th eir Indian guests by dem
onstrating th ei r firearms. wh il e th e 
In dians did the same with their 
bows. A lso they participated in va ri
ous athletic eve nt s, games. and 
races. 

Other Days of Thanksgiving 

Many dift'eren t days of th ank sgiving 
were observed by th e people of the 
Thirteen Colonies for various rea
so ns dur ing the decades which fo l
lowed. Various th anksgiving days 
were observed in gratefu l app recia
tion for bountifu l crops. victories, 
and del iverance from pest ilence. 

In 1742. the gove rn or of Georgia. 
James Ogleth orpe. issued the fol
lowing thanksgiving procl amation 
as a result of the dramatic victory 
which the English won over the 
Spaniards in th e southeastern part 
of America: <. . So wonderfully 
were we protected and preserved , 
that in th is great and formidab le 
co nfl ict but few of our men were 
take n, a nd but three kill ed . Truly 
th e Lord has done great things for 
us. by rescuing us from the power of 
a numerous foe. who boasted that 
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they would conquer and dispossess 
us. Not our strength or might have 
saved us: OUf salva tion is of the 
Lord. 

" Therefore it is highly becoming 
us to render thanks to God our de
liverer. ... " 

The Continental Congress a lso 
proclaimed several days of thanks
giving during the American Revolu
tion - days during wh ich the 
colonists could rejoice in their 
homes and churches for viclOries 
won. In 1778. General George 
Washington proclaimed a day on 
which to give thanks for the impor
tant treaties which the Thirteen Col
onies had just concluded with 
France. 

Washington's Thanksgiving Oay 
Proclamation 

In 1789. during the first yea r of his 
presidency, George WaShington is
sued America·s first Thanksgiving 
day proclamation. thereby selling a 
precedent for succeeding presidents 
to follow. 

In Washington's na tional Thanks
giving proctama tion, he said: " . .. it 
is the duty of all nat ions to acknowl
edge the Providence of Almighty 
God, to obey His will. to be gratefu l 
for His benefits. and humbly to im
plore His protection and favor:' 

President Washington. therefore. 
set aside November 26, 1789. ·· to be 
devoted by the people of th ese 
States to the service of that great 
and glorious Being who is the '"ben
eficen t author o f all the good that 
was, that is. or that wi ll be: that we 
may then all unite in rendering unto 
Him our since re and humble 
th a nks. 

WaShing ton asked hi s fel low 
Americans to give thanks for their 
God-given vic to ries during the Rev
olutionary War. for "tranqui llity. 
union. and plenty ... [for] constitu
tions of gove rnment for our safe ty 
and happiness. and particu larly the 
national one ... for the civil and re
ligious liberty with which we are 
blessed ... fo r a ll the grea t and va ri
ous favors whi ch He has been 
pleased to confer upon us. 

Lincoln's Thanksgiving 
Proclamation 

The next Thanksgiving day procla
mation was made by President 
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Abraham Lincoln. During the 
bloody C ivil War, many Americans 
came to look upon that connict as a 
punishment from the hand of God. 
Abraham Lincoln a lso believed that 
to be so. He issued the nation's sec
ond Thanksgiving day proclamation 
on October 3. 1863: 

"TI)e year that is drawing to\vard 
its close has been filled with the 
blessings of fruitful fields and 
healthful skies. To these bounties, 
which are so constant ly enjoyed tha t 
we are prone to forget the source 
from which they come, others have 
been added which are of so extraor
dinarya nature that they cannot fail 
10 penetrate and soften even the 
heart which is habitually insensible 
to the ever-watchful providence of 
Almighty God .... 

"No human counsel hath devised 
nor hath any mortal hand worked 
out these great things. They are the 
gracious gifts of the Most High 
God. who. whi le dealing with us in 
anger for our sins, hath nevertheless 
remembered mercy . .. . " 

Earlier that sa me year. on March 
30, 1863, President Lincoln had des
ignated a day of fast ing and prayer 
th at God might restore peace and 
union to the nation. In that procla
mation he sa id: 

"We have been the recipients of 
the choicest bounties of Heaven: we 
have been prese rved these many 
yea rs in peace and prosperity; we 
have grown in numbers, wealth, and 
power as no other nation has ever 
grown. Bu t we have forgotten 
God .... " 

Presiden t Lincoln, therefore, pro
claimed "the 30th day of April, 
1863, as a day of nat iona l humil i
ation, fasting, and prayer" in the 
hope th a t the Amer ica n peopl e 
might be reconciled 10 God. forgiv
en , and hea led. 

Needed: A Modern·day lincoln 

America today faces fa r greater 
threats than du ring our terrible 
Civ il War. Each year millions die 
premature ly - because we have for
go tten the laws of God. Our fair 
land is poll uted. The food we eat, 
the water we drink. and the very air 
millions of us breathe is pollu ted. 
Violence and sex fill ou r TV screens. 
and pornography seems to be every
where. 

Crime. juvenile delinquency. a nd 
lawlessness climb relentlessly. Cor
ruption and bribery are rampant. 
Immora li ty and licentiousness fill 
our land. Di vorce and broken 
homes are common. 

Truly. America needs another 
Abraham Lincoln to call the nation 
to fa sting and prayer - with tpanks
giving to God for our many bless
inQ.s - so that we can be delivered 
from these things that se riously 
threaten to des troy this great nation 
of ours. 

America needs to heed the words 
of her first president. given in his 
farewell address: "Of all th e dis
positions and habits which lead to 
political prosperity. religion and mo
rality are indispensable supports. In 
vain wou ld that man claim the tribute 
of patriotism who should labor to 
subvert these great pillars of human 
happiness. these firmest props of the 
duties of men and citizens." 

Also. we need to remem~r the 
advice of America's dynamic Presi
dent Teddy Roosevelt who encour
aged "the virtues of courage. honor, 
just ice, truth , sincerity, and hardi
hood - the vi rtues that made Amer
ica. The things that will destroy 
America a re prosperity-at·any
price, peace-at-any-price, safety
first instead of duty-first, the love of 
soft living, and the get-rich -q uick 
theory of life." 

Genera l Douglas MacArthur also 
gave America these sobering words 
on December 12, 1951: ... . . It is es
se ntial that every spiritual force be 
mobilized to defend and preserve 
the religious base upon wh ich this 
nation was founded. For it is th at 
base wh ich has been the motiva ting 
impulse to our moral and nati onal 
growth . Histo ry fai ls to record a 
single precedent in wh ich nati ons 
su bject to moral decay have not 
passed into political and econom ic 
decline. There has been ei th er a 
spiritua l reawakening to overcome 
the mo ra l lapse, or a progressive de
terioration leading to ultimate na
tional disaster." 

As Americans observe their up
comi ng Thanksgiving day. they 
must remember that it is meant to 
be a day of thanksgiving to the cre
ator-ru ler of the world for the many 
blessings he has bestowed upon this 
great nation. 0 
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As we Americans prepare to 
celebrate our Bicentennial 
Thanksgiving holiday, the 
abundant blessings and price
less privileges we all enjoy 
should be especially appreci
ated. Yet with privileges come 
responsibilities. 

Last summer, The Plain 
Truth sponsored a Bicenten
nial essay contest for the 
teen-age members of Youth 
Opportunities United, a na
tionwide youth group. The 
teen-agers were asked to 
write 500 words or less on the 
subject "My Responsibility as 
an American." Many well-writ
ten essays were submitted, 
but the judges eventually se
lected winners from each of 
two age brackets: 12-15 and 
16- 19. 

With our Bicentennial 
Thanksgiving holiday ap
proaching, The Plain Truth 
staff has decided to reprint 
the winning essays, which we 
hope will be a source of in
spiration to every American. 

My Responsibility as an American 
by Margi John, Age 17 
Petaluma, Califo rnia 

Ithink I am prelly lu cky to be a n 
American. Th is is onc of the bes t 
pl aces on ea rth . Maybe I am a bi t 

biased, but I would not trade th e 
freedo ms and the way of life I have 
here for what mayor may nOL ex ist 
in another nation. 

Th e topic of my responsibility as 
an Am erican is therefore an im por
ta nt one. For the rights I hold so 
highly are not given withou t str ings 
auached. Rights and responsibiliti es 
go ha nd in ha nd, fo r if rights a re 
ab used they either are taken away 
or cease LO exist. Take a bas ic right 
lik e freedom of speech as an ex
a mple. If I ncvcr used this right , 
never spoke out when something 
needed to be said . and no one else 
did either, the right to spea k one's 
mind would easily be taken away. 
There are many other exa mples. In 
mos t cases. the way to preserve a 
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right is to use it. In the case of my 
right to participate in the govern in g 
of my count ry, if I do not take an 
act ive interest in it, do I have cause 
to comp lain? 

With my righ t to " li fe. liberty. 
and the pursuit of happiness" comes 
the obligation not to harm anyone 
else in the process. Tha t may not 
seem like much a t first. but when I 
look closely at that responsibili ty it 
becomes like Esher's "Metamor
pose." The initia l. obvious responsi
bil ity is related to the next. Th is ties 
into the next. which blends into an
other and another until the full 
circle is completed. 

To keep my rights is to use th em, 
and use them we ll. It is not sitt ing in 
a dark corne r of apathy. Nor is it 
saying. " ( don't ca re what happens. 
I don' t feel like gett ing involved." It 
is ca ring abou t people. because 
people are the reason that the rights 
exist in the first place. 

Perh aps this docs not sou nd very 
red. white. a nd bl ue, striped a nd 
sta rred patriotiC. bu t th is is my 
cou ntry. and I love it, and I would 
never trad e it fo r any other. J do not 
think th at I will ever run for pres i
dent. I doubt ve ry much if I will 
ever make a discovery th at wi ll add 
to th e knowledge of mankind ; but I 
do intend to work I'or a better future 
by trying to live up to my respo nsi
bility as an American, and as a 
human bein g. 

My Respo nsi bility as a n American 
by Bekah Seward, Age 15 
Temple. Okla homa 

My Res ponsi bility as a n Ameri
can" is a large topic, but my 
responsibility is even la rge r. 

Res ponsibility is oft en ignored be
cause people don' t know wha t their 
responsibility is. 

Part of my responsibility is as a 
leade r to my co mmunity, to my 
country, a nd to my world. I a m to 
be concerned with the ha ppenings 
in my local world and in the outside 
world . To be a leader, I need educa
tion, ex perience, common sense, 
and courage. Courage to do some
thing fo r o th e rs wh e n th ey a re 
aga inst me or when th e chances for 
winning arc very slim . I also need 

d iplomacy for talking to peop le. 
My responsibili ty is in the home. I 

am to help kee p my fam ily together. I 
am to listen to my pa ren ts' point of 
view a nd then tell th em min e. I sha ll 
comply with their wishes un less they 
are absolu tely wrong. I wi ll help with 
the housework to prevent one person 
bei ng overworked. My responsibi lity 
is to .respect my pa rents and help 
prese rve my fam ily'S home life. 

Another partofmy responsibi li ty is 
in the co mmunity. I am to be someone 
people ca n look to fo r gu idance. A 
person that is able to head com
mittees or a person that is ab le to 
fo ll ow others. I need to be a person 
that will help when help is needed. I 
will get fac ts before I act. My respon
Sibi lity in school is to be respectful of 
my teachers. J am not to complain and 
ca use troub le f'oro thers. I need to help 
bring standa rds. especia lly mo ra l 
sta ndards. up. 

Part of my responsibili ty is as a 
vis itor to nations. When abroad I 
should always put th e " right foot" 
fo rwa rd. T he " right foo t" is bei ng 
mindful of th e beliefS and customs 
of ot hers. I am not to insult th eir 
in telligence. I say this because many 
A mericans see m to think they are 
more int e lli gent th a n peopl e o f 
oth er countri es . Thi s isn' t tru e. 
Th ese people know ma ny things you 
and I don't know. 

My responsibility to America is to 
build her. I am to help educa tion by 
working as ha rd as I ca n at sch ool. 
I'm to help stop robbery by pUll ing 
th ings under lock a nd key a nd out 
of sight to stop tempting crim inals 
to take it. I am to stop drug use and 
yout h crimes by showing them th a t 
li fe has beller things to offer. My 
res ponsibil ity is to be proud of 
Am erica and show th at I am proud. 

T o sum it up is to say that my 
responsibility as an A merica n is to 
be a n exa mple in all aspects of li fe, 
wh eth er as a leader or as a followef. 
I a m to help keep my family to
ge th er. to hel p in the community, to 
be mindful o f o th ers, whet her 
abroad Of not, and I am to help 
build Am erica by keepin g laws a nd 
helping stop crimes. 

This isn' t ha lf of my res ponsibility 
I have as an American. Think ing 
about this has shown me how much 
I have neglected my responsibility. 
Have you neglected yours? 0 
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Over 95% of the American 
people claim to believe in 
God. But what kind of a God? 
What color is he? How big is 
he? Is he still alive? Is he 
manlike or beastlike? Skepti
cal philosophers have long 
wondered about the where
abouts of this "unknown 
God." Bewildered theologians 
have long contrived to excuse 
his absence. Why does God 
hide himself from human
kind? 

by Garner Ted Armstrong 

Do you believe in anything at 
all that you can't see? I surely 

hope so because air. wind. 
and electricity simply cannot be 
seen. Yet no o ne wbo ever stopped 
to think about it would deny their 
existence. 

You exp licitly believe in the pre
cious air you inhale without even 
thinking about it. Your lungs sort 
oul the gases and exhale the inert, 
unusab le types - retaining the oxy
gen to feed the little blood cor
puscles that keep all that IS you 
alive. 

The Marvelous Creation 

We firmly believe in myriads of 
mysterious marvels ex tant on the 
earlh. But we hardly ever equate 
these wonders of our environment 
with the mind of a great being who 
exists in another dimension just 
beyond ours. 

Yenhe unseen God - the God 
that hides himself - reveals himself 
through the marvels of the physical 
creation. The very existence of the 
whole creation is proof positive that 
there has to be a Creator. 

Not so long ago a couple of dis
tinguished British astronomerS were 
interviewed on BBe. Under dis
cussion were current theories of the 
origin of the universe. They said: 
"At the moment, we have LO confess 
that our ignorance of the actua l crc
ation is more or less complete." 

Why shou ld science be so 
unknowledgeable about the origins 
of this earth and the universe? Per
haps Dr. Samuel H. Miller, dean of 
Harvard 's Divinity School unwit-

tingly gave the true answer nearly 
two decades ago. He stated: "The 
modern era [has] abandoned reli
gion as a basis of real life. and puts 
its confidence in science instead. 
even though the word "God' is more 
popularly entrench ed in America 
than ever" (Denver Pos" June 4. 
1960) . 

The biblical revelation has largely 
been ignored by much of the world's 
intelligentsia. Thus the widespread 
ignorance of where the creation 
camc from. According to the Gallup 
Poll. there is widespread belief in 
some kind of a God. but few think 
of him as the Creator of all they can 
see and know. 

The Bible itself rather simply de
scribes th e process of this phenome
non. The apostle Paul wrote: "For 
the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and 
wickedness of men who by their 
wickedness suppress the truth. For 
what can be known about God is 
plain to them.... E.ife r since the 
creation of the world his invisible 
nature. namely, his eternal power 
and deity. has beell clearly perceived 
in the things that have been made" 
(Rom. I: 18-20, RSV). 

The ancient philosophers knew 
God' They examined the world in 
which they round themselves and 
discovered order. harmony, system, 
and design. God was in this sense 
revealed to them' Why? Because the 
existence of order, harmony, system. 
and design absolutely demand a 
Creator. 

Start With the Creation! 

When we sta rt with what we can 
know through our five senses - the 
physical universe - we soon find 
blunt proof that only a supreme 
Creator could have fashioned it to
gether into such a wondrously uni
fied whole. From the forces which 
bind atomic nuclei to the principles 
that run giant galax ies, from the 
fullness of the earth to the relative 
emptiness of space. from the beauty 
of creation to the human mind that 
can comprehend it - all are mute 
testimony to the power of God - all 
blazon forth the conclusive evidence 
of his existence. 

Look at the intricacy of nature 
around you. Everything you see is 
complex and harmonious - except 
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for man's depredations and mis
takes which occasiona lly throw even 
nature oul of balance. The distance 
of our ea rth from the sun just "hap
pens to be" the right distance to give 
us heat and light in the proper 
amounts. 

Think about it ro r a moment. lr 
the moon were a little closer. our 
tides would daily sweep th e conti
nents. making the world llOin
habitable ro r any land-dwe llin g 
creatures. I r the earth were rurther 
from the sun , our temperature 
would be below freezing, and the 
earth would rreeze so lid . Ir the earth 
were a little closer, everything on 
this good green earth wou ld burn lO 

a crisp. (Isn't it interesting that the 
other planets in our so lar system all 
tend to have incredible extremes or 
temperatures completely unknown 
to the eanh?) 

T he earth's mantle or air. like a 
canopy. shie lds us rrom the rays or 
the sun. protects us rrom the daily 
bombardment of millions or astra l 
bodies rrom space. and gives us oxy
gen to breathe. Did that just happen 
acciden tally? 

The Creatures of the Earth 

Why do sa lmon have the incredib le 
abil ity to return to the very river. 
find the sa me tributary. swim uner
ringly to the sa me branch. and find 
the exact gravel bed where they 
were spawned? Why do migratory 
waterrowl Oy thousands or miles 
thro ugh the th ickest storms and find 
a tiny nest with unerring accuracy 
that defies the finest or man's radar 
and naviga tional instruments? Isn't 
th e ex istence of a great, all-knowing 
Creator God the only credible an
swer? 

God is known by his handiwork! 
His nature. character, and person
ality are indelibly ctched into this 
earth and di sce rnibly in sc ribed 
across the length and bread th of his 
creation. Everything you see a bout 
you reOects tremendous complexity, 
careful planning. meticulous detail. 
great beauty and harmony and rol
lows definite. unch a ngea ble. unshak
ab le, immu table laws! 

Perhaps no living creature is a 
better illustration of this great prin
cip le than a bi rd . These lill ie crea
tures have dozens of diRerent types 
or specialized air rrames, wingroils. 
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and nav iga tiona l equipment that is 
more accuratc th an that on modcrn 
jet planes. 

A bird had to be created to con
form to certain aerodynamic prin
ciples. or it never would have gotten 
off the ground . We don ' t think of 
the ract that a bird simply must 
have the proper lift-to-d rag ratio, an 
extremely lightweigh t structure. and 
a powerrul systcm or propulsion. 

But th ere's no need to worry. The 
anatomy or a bird is superbly de
signed (by a great designer) wi th a 
streamlined body shape. wings pro
pelled by powerrul chest muscles. 
and a rapid heartbeat a nd 
metabolic rate - all essentials ror 
Right. Bird bones themselves are not 
unlike something th at came off an 
aircraft designer's drawing board. 
They a re not only hollow, but a lso 
interlaced with a system or internal 
struts and girders - all very similar 
to some of th e designs common in 
aircraft const ruction. 

Ever wonder why a bird doesn't 
"stall out" in mid-air flight? Incred
ibly its wings come equipped with a 
little device called an '''a I li la" which 
works prelly much like an antistall 
device in a modern aircraft. Like 
aircraft, birds have varying aerody
namic designs in order to meet spe
cific flight requirements. The 
a lbat ross and the vulture have long. 
narrow wings which enab le them to 
stay aloft for hours with a minimum 
of effort. On the other hand, hum
mingbirds come equipped with 
sw ivel wings that allow them to 
hover li ke helicopters. 

I cou ld go on and on with the 
wonders of design in nature. but the 
P9int is that God has indeed re
vea led himse lr through the intricate 
tapestry o rhis physical creation. 

Great scientists and statesmen 
have recogn ized this fact to one de
gree or the other. Dr. Wernher von 
Braun , world renowned German 
scientist, once said: "Anything as 
well ordered and perrectly created 
as is our ea rth and universe must 
have a Maker, a Master Designer. 
Anything so orderly, so perrect, so 
precisely balanced. so majestic as 
this creation can only be the product 
or a Divine idea .... There must be 
a Maker; there can be no o ther 
way." 

Dr. Warren Weaver adds: "Every 

new discovery or science is a further 
' revelat ion' or the order which God 
has built into this uni verse." 

But even with these great men 
and others lik e them . the term 
"God" is often used to symbolize 
so mething other than th e Creator 
revealed in the pages or your Bible. 
True, "The heavens declare the 
glory or God ; and the firmament 
sheweth his handiwork " (Psalm 
19: I ). However, there are certain 
limits to what man can find out 
about his God strict ly through the 
knowledge or th e creation. For in
stance. the creat ion itselr would 
never tell you exactly why the Cre
a tor God hides himselr rrom his 
human creatures. Only the accep
tance of the biblical account can an
swer critica l questions about God, 
hi s nature, and how and why he 
deals with man. 

The Biblical Perspective 

Visualizing the ru ll scope or 6,000 
years or hum an history with mul
tiple dozens or generations strung 
end to end, let 's understand , rrom 
the biblical revelation, the true per
specti ve or the relationship between 
man and God rrom the very begin
ning of his creat ion. 

The apostle Paul. thousands or 
yea rs after the rac t, affirmed that 
Adam was indeed the very fi rst 
human being - the first man. (See 
I Cor. 15:45; Gen. 2:7.) God dealt 
very intima tely with his prototype 
ror all mankind. I-Ie literally wa lked 
and talked with Adam and Eve in 
the Garden or Eden. 

But very shortly, our first parents. 
through the influence of Sa tan the 
devil. upset and trampled upon 
their privileged relationship with 
the Creator. You know the story. 
Satan persuaded Adam and Eve to 
take what was not theirs - thus di.
rectly disobeying the specific orders 
or the ir Creator. Immed iately after
wards, they reacted in ty pical 
human fashion: " ... Adam and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence 
of tlie Lord God amongst the trees or 
the garden" (Gen. 3:8). 

Originally God d id reveal himselr 
to the first man and his wife. It was 
they who first began to play the 
game or " hid e-and-go-seek." They 
began a pattern that was to last 
throughout history. Their firstborn 
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so n - Cain - was the first to fo llow 
the pallern. Aner bruta lly murder
ing his brother, Abel. he began by 
denying the crime as if God had no 
power to know abou t it one way or 
the o ther. (See Gen. 4:9.) Following 
hi s arrest. conviction. and sentenc
ing, the Bible simply records : "A nd 
Ca in went out from the prese nce of 
the Lo rd . and dwelt in the land of 
Nod. o n the east of Eden" (ve rse 
16). 

Moses' Incredible Experiences 

Over the first two thousand years of 
human history probably less than a 
dozen individuals had a ny persona l 
contact with God. according to the 
Bible. Abel. Enoch. Noah. Abra
ham, and Lot are all numbered 
among these fe w persons 1O have 
walked and talked with God. Later 
God actually got down in th e dust 
of th e earth and wrestled with th e 
patriarch Jacob. 

Moses came on (he scene about 
1500 B.C. He had an extremely un 
usual and unique relationship with 
God. "And he [G od] said. Hea r now 
my It'ords: If th ere be a prophet 
among you, I the Lord will make 
myself known unto him in a vision. 
and will speak unto him in a dream . 
My servant Moses is not so . . 
With him will I speak mowh 10 

l1Iowh. even appa rent ly. and not in 
dark speeches; and rhe simililllde oj 
'he Lord shall he behold . .. ·' (Num. 
12:6-8). 

Back in the 33rd chapter o f Ex
odus, there is a ve ry interestin g ac
count of how Moses was overcome 
wi th cu ri osity abollt God. H e 
womed (0 see God. I think you ca n 
und erstand it. Moses was practically 
dwelling with this personality -
campi ng out on M ount Sinai with 
him and continually hearing this 
great voice. yet he was only able to 
see a heavy. thick. misty cloud that 
his eyes simply cou ldn ' t penetrate. 

Pick up the account in verse 9: 
"And it came to pass. as Moses en
tered into the tabernacle. the cloudy 
pillar descended, and stood at the 
door of the tabernacle. a nd the Lord 
talk ed with Moses .... A!ld 'he Lord 
spake unfO Moses face '0 face, as a 
man speakcLh unto his ffiend. " 
(verse I I). 

The nex t time Moses talked with 
God. he made a bold request: " And 
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he said. I beseech thee. shell' me Ihy 
gIOly"(vcrse 18). . 

God's rep ly: " I wil l mak e all my 
goodness pass before thee .... [But] 
thou canst not sec my face: for there 
shall no mall see me and live. 
And it shaH come to pass. whi le my 
glo ry passeth by. that I will put thee 
in th e cleft [c revice] o f th e rock. and 
will cover thee with my hand while I 
pass by: And I will take away mine 
hand. and thou shalt sec my back 
parts; but my face shall not be seen" 
(verses 19-23). 

What Did Moses See? 

The Exodus accou nt leaves it at 
thaI. But e lsewhere the Bible revea ls 
that man was rormed in the likeness 
of God (Gen. I :26). So man must 
look like God - and vice ve rsa . ' 
Dozens o f scriptures show tha t God 
ha s ha nds (Ex. 9:3 ; Job I : I I : elc.). 
He has fingers (Ex. 3 1: 18). It is 
plainly stated in the Bible th at God 
has arms. a lOrso. legs. feel. two 
eyes. a nose. a mouth. a voice. two 
cars: in a word. God is rormed and 
shaped like a hum an being eve n 
though composed o f spirit (John 
4:24). 

Probably the best description o f 
what Moses saw and hea rd was seen 
by the apostl e John ill vision - not 
in the flesh. or course. Moses saw 
this same scene from the back - not 
the fronl. "And in th e midst of the 
se ven ca ndlesticks [was] o ne lik e 
unto the Son of man. His head 
and his hairs were whitl! like wool. 
as white as snow; and his eyes were 
as a flame of fire: and his feet like 
unto fine brass. as if they burned in 
a furnace: an d his voicc as the 
sO llnd o f many wa ters .... and his' 
countenance was as the SUfi shine/II in 
his strength [which explain s why no 
human being ca n see God's face 
a nd live)" (Rev. I : 13- 16). 

Moses was not unan·ccted. even 
physically. by this incred ible expe ri
ence. Not ice, in the 34th chapter of 
Exodus. another previously unh ea rd 
of phenomenon. "And it came to 
pass, when M oses ca me down from 
M ount Sinai with the two tables or 
testimony in Moses' hand [th e T en 
Commandmentsj . .. tha t Moses 
wist [kn ew] not Ihat the sk in of his 
face shone wh ile he talked with him 
[G od]. And when Aa ron a nd a ll th e 
children of Israel saw Moses, be-

hold. the skin or his face shone: and 
th ey were afra id to come nigh him" 
(verses 29-30) . Moses face was 
glowing with an incandesce nt kind 
of rad iance. T he people were so 
fri g htened that he was loreed to put 
a vei l over his face in ord er Lo con
du ct dai ly business. 

The Public Reaction 

M oses was curious about God. but 
as clearly shown by the above ac
co unt. not th e people. Th ey wa nted 
to stay as far away from God as 
humanly poss ible. Wh en God chose 
lO "come out of hidin g" and fin ally 
revea l him self to the Israelites. here 
is what happened: "And all Ihe 
people saw the thundering~. and the 
lig htnin gs, a nd the no ise of th e 
trumpet. and the mou ntain smok
in g: and when th e people saw it. 
'hey removed. alld slOod/ar ojI And 
th ey sa id unto Moses. Speak thou 
with us. and we wi ll hea r: but let 110t 
God speak wi th us, lest we die" (Ex. 
20: 18-19). 

Thi s is th e typica l manner in 
which mankind had been react ing 
lO the presence of God all the way 
from th e tim e o f Adam. In esse nce. 
man has told God to keep his (un
printable) nose out of man's (un
prin tab le) busi ness. By th e time of 
Samuel. God was pretly we ll totally 
complying with mankind 's wishes. 
Prior lO his revelation to the yo ung 
child Samuel, it is mentioned that 
., .. the wo rd of the Lord wa s pre
cious in th ose days: there was no 
open vision " (I Sam. 3: I ). 

Finally the writing or the Old 
Testament books was completed. 1n 
th e thr ee- hundred -ye ar inte r
tes tamental period. mankind as a 
whole (including G od's own nation 
in Jud aea) strayed furth er and fur
ther from God. going to eve ry weird 
religious ex treme. G od himself was 
kee pin g ha nds o lf while his truth 
was al most hopelessly mo ngrelized 
Ollt of all recognit ion. Then came 
God's full revelation to humankind 
ill 'he j lesh. 

The Full Revelation 

"W hereas in th e past God spoke 
thro ugh many forms. fas hions a nd 
figures. and communicated by va ri
ous mea ns. methods and manners. 
H e wa~ now ready to pour out the 
whole slOry through a Son (Heb . 
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I : 1-2. Phillips). It was God's time to 
complelely reveal h imse lf. He had 
become a huma n being. 

As strange as it may sound in the 
ligh t of much of modern theology. 
Jesus was the ve ry God of th e O ld 
Testa ment. no t th e Father. He was 
th e onc who directly created th e uni
verse (Jo hn 1:3: Ep h. 3:9). wa lked 
and ta lked wi th Adam. dined wi th 
Abrah a m. wres tlcd with Jacob. spoke 
with Moses. a nd wa tched over an
cie nt Is rael ( I Cor. 10:4). 

In th e book of Hebrews. Jes us is 
called " the brightness of his glory. 
and the exp ress image [G reek. 
karaklerJ of his person" (Heb. 1:3). 
J eslIs a nd the Fat he r. th o ugh two 
separate spirit beings. are o nc in 
perfect character. out look. purpose. 
love toward mankind. c tc. 

But Jesus is the member of the 
God head that has always dealt with 
mankind. Jesus Christ sa id of the 
Father: "No man hath seen God a/ 

any lime ... " (Joh n I: 18). "A nd the 
Father himse lf. whic h hath se nt me. 
hath borne wilness of me. Yc have 
neith ~ r heard h is voice at a ny time. 
nor seen h is shape" (Jo hn 5:37). Yet 
M oses saw the o ne that ta lked with 
him and who cal led him self the se lf
existen t (Y HVH ). everlivi ng God. 
The only way to square these scr ip
tu res is to conclude that Jesus - not 
th e Father - was the God of the 
Old Testament. 

The Rejection Syndrome 

But hum ankind con tinu ed to play 
" h ide-and-go-see k" wit h the p res
ence of God - even in the flesh. The 
rejection of God's own son by his 
ow n people (John I : II ) is nowhere 
betler illustrated than in a parable 
Je s u s gave in M a t t hew 21: 

. " ... T here was a certai n house
h o lder. wh ic h pl a nt ed a vi n e
yard ... and le t it OU l to 
hu sba ndmen. and wen t into a far 
country: and when the tim e of the 
fruit drew near. he se nt his serva nts 
[the prophe ts in this ana logYI to th e 
husba ndmen. that they might re
ceive the fruits o f it. And the hus
bandmen took his se rva nts. and 
beat one. and killed another. and 
sto ned another. Again. he se nt other 
servan ts ... and th ey did unto them 
likewise. 8111 laslo/ali he sent unto 
them his son. sayi ng. They will rev
erence my son. 
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Originally God did reveal 
himself to the first 
man and his wife. 

It was they who first 
began to play 

" hide-and-go-seek. " 
They began a pattern that 

was to last 
throughout history. 

" But when the husbandmen saw 
th e son [Jesus Christ]. they sa id 
among themselves. This is the heir: 
come. let us kill him. a nd let us se ize 
o n his inheritance. And they ca ugh t 
him. and cast him Qu I of th e vine
yard. a nd slew him" (verses 33-39). 

Jesus then went on to explai n in 
verse 42: "Did ye never read in the 
sc riptures. The s to ne which the 
builders rejec/ed. th e sa me is be
come the head of the co rne r ... '1" 

A mob o f faces flu shed with 
frenzy insis ted on th e Ro man execu
ti o n o f J es lis. The re li gio us estab
lishment set it a ll up in ad vance. 
They feared for th e ir own position: 
th ey didn't want to lose their follow
ers; th ey we re used to the adula tion 
of the people . 

In th e more than 1900 yea rs sin ce 
Ch ri s t's deat h a nd resurrection. 
ma nkind has had access to God 
through his wr itten Word. But orga
nized re ligion has done a very tho r
o ugh job of both mu zzling the Bible 
a nd hid ing its God! My riads of 
councils. conclaves. a nd confere nces 
have interpreted the Bible so that it 
has los t a ll of its practicality La a 
man 's or woman's day-to-day life: 
no more laws. sabbaths. ho ly days. 
tithin g, prop hecy. or co rrec ti o n. 
Now even the Ten Commandments 
are "Ollt of date." 

If Jesus Christ began his phys ica l 
ministry today as something sim ilar 
to the hum ble ca rpenter of Naza
re th . he would undoubtedly be ac
cused o f being " the g rea test th reat 
ever to God. Christianity, and Patri
o t ism! H e would be s ummarily 
charged with treason and sedition -
and his trial and execution wou ld be 
festively ce lebrated a round the 
ea nh . 

Why Does God Hide Himself? 

" Verily th o u art a God lhol hidesl 
thyse lf ... " wro te the proph et Isaia h 
m illen nia ago (lsa. 45: 15). Fo r the 
world as a who le. that s tatement is· 
just as true tod ay as it eve r was. This 
world couldn ' t be mo re unawa re o r 
th e presence of the true God. 

But God still has all th e power he 
needs to reveal h imse lr to you per
sonally. Yo ur current re la tio nsh ip to 
God may be a good dea l like that of 
Job 's. He tho ugh t he kn ew a lo t 
abou t God. Bu t a ner a lo ng series of 
e loquent arguments with h is three 
fri ends. God stepped into the pic
ture and poi nted o ut a few things 
Job had never considered before. In 
fact. he asked Job about 40 embar
rass ing questio ns. 

Take a look at the vi ta l lesson Job 
lea rn ed. He sa id to God: " I know 
th at thou canst do every thi ng, and 
that no th ough t can be withho lden 
fro m th ee. Who is he that hideth 
co unsel withou t knowledge? There
fore have I uttered that I un der
stood not: th ings too wonderful fo r 
me. which I knew no t" (Job 42:2-3). 

He con tinu ed: " I have hea rd of 
th ee by th e hcaring of th e ea r: but 
now mine eye seelh Ihee" (verse 5). 
He saw for the first tim e th e true 
picture o f th e awesome personality 
of God. His conscious mind had 
never rea lly previously seen this 
God of whom he spoke. 

He said in essence: " ) have heard. 
of you by the hea ring of the ea r -
b u t now 1 get it, now I really see. 
now ) unders tand. now 1 com
pre hend what it 's a ll about. Where
fore," he sa id in ve rse 6. «I ab hor 
myself. a nd repe nt in dust a nd 
ashes." 

Now Job got th e tru e perspective. 
And he made that most diffi cu lt of 
a ll hum a n steps: He admitted th at 
he h ad bee n utter ly wro n g -
not partially wro ng. but totally 
wrong. 

Cou ld you admit. even to your
se lf. tha t you cou ld be wrong abou t 
yo ur cu rren t concepts concerning 
God? If you could. you would be on 
your way to becoming a C hris tian -
in th e truest sense of that term . We 
have a bookle t on the subject. Why 
don't you take one more step and 
write for o ur free booklet en titled 
Whm Is a Real Chrislian? D 
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u.s. STATIONS 

Eastern Time 
AKRON - Channel 23, WAKR-TV, 10:30 p.m . 

Sun. 
ALBANY - Channel 10, WTEN-TV, 2:30 p.m. 

Sat. 
ALPENA - Channelll, WBKB-TV, 11 :30 a.m . 

Sun. 
ATLANTA - Channelll , WXIA-TV, 10:30 a.m . 

Sun. 
BALTIMORE - Channel 45, WBFF-TV, 10:30 

p.m. Sun. 
BANGOR - Channel 5, WA61-TV, 1' :00 a.m . 

Sun. 
BINGHAMTON, N. V. - Channel 40, WICZ-TV, 

11 :30 a .m. Sun. 
CHARLESTON - Channel 2, weBD-TV, 1:00 

p .m. Sun. 
CHARLOTTE - Channel 7 WSOC-TV, 12:00 

noon Sun. 
CINCINNATI - Channel 5, WLWT-TV, 11 :30 

a.m. Sun. 
COLUMBIA - Channel 19, WNOK-TV, 4:00 

p .rn . Sat. 
COLUMBUS - Channel 4, WCMH-TV, 10:30 

a.m. Sun. 
DAYTON - Channel 2, WOTN-TV, 12;00 noon 

Sun. 
FLINT - Channel 12, WJRT-TV. 10:30 a.m. 

Sun. 
GREENVILLE, N.C. - Channel 9, WNCT-TV, 

10:30 p.m. Su n. 
GREENVILLE, S.C. - Channel 4, WFBC-TV, 

12:00 p.m. Sun. 
HUNTINGTON, W.V. - Channel 13, WOWK

TV, 12:30 p.m. Sun. 
° IN DIANAPOLIS - Channel 4, WTTV-TV, 

11 :30 a.m. Sal. 
JACKSONVILLE - Channel 12, WTLV-TV, 

12:30 p.m. Sal. 
JOHNSON CITY - Channel 11 , WJHL-TV. 

10:30 a m. Sun. 
LANSING - Channel 10, WILX-TV, 10:00 a.m. 

Sun. 
LOUISVILLE - Channel 41 , WORS-TV, 1:00 

p.m. Sat. 
NEW YORK - Channel 9, WOR-TV. Rotating 

Schedule 
PHILADELPHIA - Channel 17, WPHL-TV, 

11 :00 p.m. Sun. 
PORTLAND - Channel 8, WMTW-TV. 11:30 

a.m. Sun. 
PORTSMOUTH - Channel la, WAVY-TV, 12 

noon Sun. 
PROVIDEt-!CE - Channel 12, WPRI-TV. 1:30 

p.m. &dl. 
SALISBURY - Channel 16, WBOC-TV, 11 :00 

a.m . Sun. 
SOUTH BEND - Channel 22, WSBT-TV. 11:00 

a.m. Sun. 
SPRINGFIELD - Channel 40, WHYN-TV, 1:00 

p.m. Sal. 
STEUBENVILLE - Channel 9, WSTV-TV, 12:00 

noon Sun. 
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TAMPA - Channel 8. WFLA-TV, 12:00 p.m. 
Sun. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Channel 7, WMAL-TV, 
10:00 a.m. Sun. 

· WllMINGTON - Channel 6, WECT-TV, 11 :30 
a.m . Sun. 

Central Time 
ABILENE - Channel 12, KTXS-TV. 5:30 p.m . 

Sun. 
ALEXANDRIA - ChannelS, KALB-TV, 10:00 

a.m. Sun. 
AMARILLO - Channet10, KFOA-TV, 2:00 p.m. 

Sal. 
BEAUMONT - Channel 12, KBMT-TV, 12:00 

noon Sun. 
BISMARCK - ChannelS, KFYR-TV, 12:00 

noon Sat. 
CHICAGO - Channel 44, WSNS-TV. 9:30 p.m . 

Sun. 
CORPUS CHRISTI - Channel 3, Kill -TV, 10:00 ' 

a .m. Sun. 
DALLAS - Channel 11, KTVT-TV, 1:30 p.m. 

Sun. 
DOTHAN - Channel 18, WDHN-TV, 6:30 p.m . 

Sat. 
EL PASO - Channel 13, KVIA-TV, 2:30 p.m. 

Sat. 
EVANSVILLE - Channel 14, WFIE-TV, 11:00 

a.m. Sun. 
FARGO - Channel 11 , KTHI-TV. 12 noon Sun. 
FT. SMITH - ChannelS, KFSM-TV, 12:30 p.m. 

Sat. 
GARDEN CITY - Channel II , KGLO-TV, 1:00 

p.m . Sun. 
GREAT BEND - Channel 2, KCKT-TV, 1:30 

p .m. Sun. 
HATTIESBURG - Channel 7, WOAM -TV. 4:30 

p .m. Sun 
HOUSTON - Channel 39, KHTV-TV, 9:30 a.m. 

Sat. 
HUNTSVILLE - Channel 48, WVUR-TV, 5:30 

p.m. Sun. 
KANSAS CITY - Channel 4, WOAF-TV , 12:30 

p .m. Sun. 
KEARNEY - Channel 13, KHGI-TV , 11 :00 p.m. 

Sun. 
LUBBOCK - Channel II , KCBO-TV, 12:00 

noon Sun. 
LUFKIN - Channel 9, KTRE-TV, 2:00 p.m. Sun. 
MCCOOK - Channel 8, KOMC-TV, 1:30 p.m . 

Sun. 
MERIDIAN - Channel II , WTOK-TV, 10:00 

a.m. Sun. 
MIDLAND - Channel 2, KMIO-TV, 5:00 p.m. 

Sat. 
MINNEAPOLIS - Channel 1" wrCN-TV, 8:30 

a.m. Sun. 
MONROE - Channel 10, KTVE-TV, 12:00 p.m. 

Sun. 
MONTGOMERY - Channe132, WKAB-TV, 3:30 

p .m. Sun. 
NEW ORLEANS - Channel 4, WWL-TV, 11:00 

a.m. Sun. 
NORTH PLATTE - Channel 2, KN OP-TV, 6:30 

p.m. Mo n. 
OKLAHOMA CITY - ChannelS, KOGO-TV, 

11 :30 a.m. Sun. 
OMAHA - Channel 6, WOWT-TV, 3:00 p.m. 

Sal. 
PEORIA - Channel 19, WRAU-TV. 10:30 p.m. 

Sun. 
ROCKFORD - Channel 13, WREX-TV, 9:00 

a.m . Sun. 
SHREVEPORT - Channel 6, KTAL-TV , 12:30 

p .m. Sal. 
SIOUX CITY - Channel 14, KME G-TV, 5:00 

p.m . Sun. 
SP~!NGfIELD, MO. - Channel 27, KMTC-TV, 

5:30 p.m. Sal. 
SPRINGFIELD - Channel 20, WIGS-TV, 12:30 

p .m. Sal. 
TEMPLE - Channel 6, KCEN-TV, 5:00 p.m. 

Sun. 
TOPEKA - Channel 27 , KTSB-TV. 12:00 noon 

Sat. 

TUPELO - Channel 9, WTWV-TV, 5:00 p.m. 
Sat. 

TYLER - Channel 7, KLTV-TV. 10:30 p.m. Sun. 
WICHITA - Channel 3, KARD-TV. 1:30 p.m. 

Sun. 
WICHITA FALLS - Channel 6, KAUZ-TV. 11 :00 

a.m. Sun. 

Mountain Time 
BOISE - Channel 6, K1VI-TV , 11 :00 a.m. Sun. 
GRAND JUNCTION - Channel 5, KREX -TV. 

4:30 p.m . Mon. . 
GREAT FALLS - ChannelS, KFBB-TV, 10: 15 

p .m. Sun. 
MILES CITY - Channel 3, KYUS-TV, 6:00 p.m. 

Sat. 
MITCHELL, S.C. - ChannelS KXON-TV, 8:00 

p.m . Sun. 
PUEBLO - ChannelS, KOAA-TV, 9:30 a.m. 

Sun. 
ROSWELL - Channel 40, KBIM-TV, 4:00 p.m . 

Sat. 
SALT LAKE CITY - ChannelS, KSL-TV. 12:30 

p.m . Sat. 
TUCSON - Channel 9, KGUN-TV, 1:00 p.m. 

Sun. 

Pacific Time 
ANCHORAGE - Channel 13, KI MO-TV, 6:30 

p.m . Wed. 
CHICO - Channel 12 KHSL-TV, 10:30 a .m. 

Sun. 
FAIRBANKS - Channel 11 , KTVF-TV. 5:00 

p.m . Sat. 
HONOLULU - Channel 2, KHON-TV. 12: ':'0 

p .m. Sal . 
LAS VEGAS - Channel 8, KLAS-TV, 3:30 p.m. 

Sal. 
iDS ANGELES - Channel 9, KHJ-TV , 9:00 

p.m . Sun. 
PORTLAND - Channel 12, KPTV-TV , 11 :00 

a.m. Sat. 
RENO - Channel 2, KTVN-TV, 3:00 p.m. Sat . 
SACRAMENTO - Channel 13, KOVA-TV, 11 :00 

a .m. Sun. 
SALINAS - Channel 8, KSBW-TV. 5:00 p.m. 

Sun. 
SPOKANE - Channel 6, KHQ-TV, 1:30 p.m . 

Sun. 
TACOMA - Channel 11 , KSlW-TV, 11 :30 a.m. 

Sat. 

CANADIAN STATIONS 

Atlantic Time 
HALIFAX - ChannelS, CJCH-TV, 2:30 p.m. 

Sun. 
ST. JOHN - Channel 6, CJON-TV, 1:00 p.m. 

Sun. 
SYDNEY - Channel 4, CJCS-TV, 2:30 p.m. 

Sun. 

Eastern Time 
BARRIE - Channel 3, CKVA-TV, 12:00 p.m. 

Sun. 
KINGSTON - Channel " , CKWS-TV, 12:30 

p .m. Sat . 
MONTREAL- Channel 12, CFCF-TV, 5:30 p.m. 

Sun. 
NORTH BAY - Channel 4, CHNB-TV, 12:00 

noon Sun. 
PETERBOROUGH - Channel 12, CHEX-TV. 

12:30 p.m. Sat. 
QUEBEC CITY - ChannelS, CKMI-TV, 1:00 

p.rT\. Sun. 
SAULT STE. MARIE - Channel 2, CJIC-TV, 

9 :30 a.m. Sal . 
SUDBURY - Channel 9, CKNC-TV, 1:00 p.m. 

Sun. 
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THUNDER BAY - Channel 4, CHFD+TV, 1 :30 
p .m. Sun. 

TIMMINS - Channel 6, CFCL-TV, 1:00 p.m. 
Sun. 

Central Time 
BRANDON - ChannelS, CKX-TV, 4:00 p.m. 

Sun. 
REGINA - Channel 2, CKCK-TV, 12 noon Sun. 
SASKATOON - Channel 8, CFQC-TV, 12 noon 

Sun. 
SWIFT CURRENT - ChannelS, CJFB-TV, 

11 :15 p.m . Sun. 
WINNIPEG - Channel 7, CKY-TV, 12 noon 

Sun. 
YORKTON - Channel 3, CKOS-TV, 12 noon 

Sun. 

Mountain Time 
CALGARY - Channel 4, CFCN-TV. 4:00 p.m. 

Sun. 
EDMONTON - Channel 3, CFRN-TV, 10:00 

p.m. Sun. 
LLOYDMINSTER - Channel 2, CKSA-TV, 1:00 

p.m. Sun. 

Pacific Time 
DAWSON CREEK - ChannelS, CJDC-TV, 5:30 

p.m. Sun. 
VANCOUVER - Channel 8, CHAN-TV, 11:30 

a.m. Sun, 
VICTORIA - Channel 6, CHEK-TV, 11 :30 a.m. 

Sun. 
WH ITEHORSE - Channel 2 , 4, 5, 7, 9, 13, 

WHTV-TV, 7:00 p.m. Sun. 

PLEASE NOTE 
This is only a partial listing. For a World
wide Radio / TV Log please check inside 
cover and write to the office nearest you. 
Some time periods subject to occasional 
pre-emption. Please check your local 
listing for possib le time or day changes. 
*' denotes new stations or changes. 

RADIO LOG 
u.S. STATIONS 

Eastern Time 
" AKRON - WSLR, 1350 ke .. 5:00 a.m. Mon.

Fri. & Sun., 8:30 p.m. Sun., 10:30 p.m. Mon.
Fri. & Sun. 

ALLENTOWN - WSAN, 1470 ke., 6:30 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

"ASHEVilLE - WWNC, 570 kc., 11 :00 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 

ATHENS - WOOL, 1470 kc. , 12:30 p.m. Mon.
Fri. 

BALTIMORE - WTOW, 1570 kc., 3:00 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

*BLUEFIELD - WKOY, 1240 ke. , 12:00 noon 
Mon.-Fri., 1:30 p.m. Sun. 

BROCKTON - WBET AM & FM 1460 ke., 97.7 
me., 6:30 p.m. Mon.-Frio 

CAYCE - WCAY. 620 ke., 12:00 noon Mon.-Fri. 
* CHARLESTON - WCHS, 580 kc .• 10:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
CHATTANOOGA - WDEF, 1370 ke., 5:00 a.m. 

Mon.-Sat. 6:30 a.m. Sun. 
CH ESAPEAKE - WCPK, 1600 ke., 12:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 

The PLAIN TRUTH November 1976 

* CINCINNATI - WCKY, 1530 kc .• 5:06 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 

CINCINNATI - WLW, 700 ke., 11 :00 p.m. Sun. 
CINCINNATI - WZIP, 1050 kc .• 12:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
" CLEVELAND - WERE, 1300 ke., 11 :00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
COLUMBUS - WWWY-FM, 104.9 me .• 6:00 

p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
DAYTON - WONE, 980 ke .• 11:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. , 8:30 p.m. Sun. 
DE FUNIAK SPRINGS - WGTX, 1280 ke., 

WaUH-FM 103.1 me., 12:15 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

*DETROIT - WLDM-FM, 95.5 me .. 7:15 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri., 9:00 a.m. Sun. 

FAIRFIELD - WCNW 1560 ke .• 12:30 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

FLINT - WKMF, 1470 ke" 10:00 p.m. Mon.-fr i. 
FORT WAYNE - WGL. 1250 kc .. 6:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
FRANKLIN - WFTN 1240 ke. , 12:15 p.m. Mon.

Fri. 
GAINESVILLE - WAKA, 1390 ke., 7:00 a.m. 

Mon.-Frio 
GAYLORD - WATe, 900 ke., 12:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. 
GLOVERSVILLE - WENT 1340 ke. , 7:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
· GREENVILLE - WNCT AM & FM 1070 ke. & 

107.7 me., 6:30 p.m. Mon.- f ri. 
HAMMONTON - WRDI, 1580 kc. , 6:30 p.m. 

Mon.-fri. 
'"HARRISONBURG - WHP, 580 kc., 7:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 
HARTFORD - WCNX, 1150 ke ., 12:30 p.m. 

Mon.-FrL 
INDIANAPOLIS - WBRI, 1500 ke., 2:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
JACKSONVILLE - WBIX, 1010 ke .• 10:30 a.m. 

Mon.-Fri . 
JACKSONVILLE, Flo - WCMG, l Pgo kc .. 12 

noon daily. 
JACKSONVILLE, N.C. - WLAS, 910 ke ., 7:00 

a.m. Mon.+Fr i. 
JOHNSTOWN - WJAC, 850 ke., 7:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
KALAM~ZOO - WBUK, 1560 kc" 8:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 
KINGSPORT - WKPT, 1400 kc. , 12:30 p.m. 

Mon.~Fri. 

KISSIMMEE - WFIV, 1080 ke., 12:30 p.m. 
Mon.-FrL 

KNOXVILLE - WSKT, 1580 ke., 8:00 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

LANCASTER - WXRL, 1300 ke., 6:30 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

LAURINBURG - WSTS-FM, 96.5 me., 12:30 
p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

LENOIR - WJRI, 1340 ke., 6:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

LONDON - WFTG, 1400 ke ., 12:30 p.m. Mon.
Fri. 

LOUISVILLE - WFIA AM & FM, 900 ke., 103.9 
m e., 11 :30 a.m. Mon.-Fri. AM ; 7:00 a.m. Mon.
Fri. FM 

LOUISVILLE - WHAS, 840 kc., 11:30 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri " 8:00 p.m. Sun. 

MIAMI - WIOD, 610 ke., 8:25 p.m. Mon.-Sat. , 
8:30 p.m. Sun. 

MONTPELIER - WSKI, 1240 ke., 6:00 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

NEW HAVEN - WEll, 960 ke., 10:30 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. , 9:00 p.m. Sal . & Sun. 

" NEW ROCHELLE - WVOX, 1460 ke .. 12:30 
p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10:00 a.m'. Sun. 

NEW YORK - WOR, 710 ke., 6:30 a.m. & 11 :30 
p.m. Sun. , 10:30 p.m. Mon .-Fri. 

NIAGARA FALLS - WHLD, 1270 ke .. 6:30 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

PANAMA CITV, FL. - WPCF, 1430 kc .• 6:30 
p.m. Mon.-Fri . 

· PHILADELPHIA - WRCP, 1540 kc., 12 noon, 
Mon.-Fri. , 10:30 a.m. Sun. 

PIKEVILLE - WPKE, 1240 kc., 6:00 p.m. Mon.
Fri. 

PITTSBURGH - WPIT, 730 ke .• 12 noon. Mon.
Sat. , 11:00a.m: Sun. 

PITTSBURGH - KOV, 1410 ke" 10:00 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

PORTSMOUTH - WIOI, 1010 ke., 12:35 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

PROVIDENCE - WJAR, 920 kc. , 11:30 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

RALEIGH - WPTF, 680 kc .• 1 :15 p.m. Mon.
Fri. . 9:30 a.m. Sun. 

RICHMOND - WRVA, 11 40 kc., 10:00 p.m. 
daily. 

· ROANOKE - WFIR, 960 ke. , 7:00 p.m. Mon.
Fri. & Sun. 

ROCHESTER - WHAM, 11 80 ke., 11 :30 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. , 10:00 a.m. Sun. 

ROCHESTER - WWNH, 930 ke., 6:30 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

SAVANNAH - WSAV, 630 ke .. 7:00 p.m. Mon.
Fri. 

" SCRANTON - WGBI, 910 kc., 12:30 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 

" SPRINGFIELD - WACE, 730 ke., 12 noon 
Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 

STATESBORO - WWNS, 1240 kc" WMCO-FM 
100.1 me .• 7:05 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

SYRACUSE - WSOQ, 1220 ke., 7:00 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

TAMPA - WINO, 1010 ke. , 5:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
TOLEDO - WSPD, 1370 ke., 6:30 p.m. daily. 
WALTERBORO - WALD, 1060 ke., 12:00 noon 

Mon.-Fri. 
WATERBURY - WDEV, 550 ke .. 6:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
WINTER GARDEN - WHLY~FM , 106.7 me. , 

7:00 a.m. Mon.-Fri. 
WHEELING - WWVA, 1170 ke., 5:00 a.m. 

Mon.-Fri. , 8:30 p.m. Sun.-Fri.. 10:30 a.m. & 
11 :30p. m. Sun. 

Central Time 
APPLETON - WAPL AM & FM, 1570 ke. , 105.7 

mc., 6:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
ATOKA - KEOR-AM, 111 0 kc., 4:30 p.m, Mon.

Fri. 
ATOKA - KTEN.FM. 93.3 me .• 6:30 a.m. Mon.

Fri. 
'"AU STIN - KLBJ, 590 ke., 6:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.. 

9:30 a.m. Sun. 
*BIRMINGHAM - WYDE, 850 ke ., 7:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. , 6:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Sun. 
BOWLING GREEN - WLBJ, 1410 ke., 5:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
*CHICAGO - WMAQ, 670 ke., 5:05 a.m. Mon.

Fri. 
COFFEYVILLE - KGGF, 960 ke .• 5:00 a.m. 

Mon.-Fri. , 6:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
'"DALLAS - KRLD, 1080 ke .• 10:30 p.m, Mon.

Fri. . 11 :00 p.m. Sun. 
DAVENPORT - KXIC , 800 ke., 6:05 a.m. Mon.

Fri. 
* OES MOINES - KWKY, 1150 ke., 12:30 p.m. 

& 9:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri., & Sun. 
DULUTH - WDSM, 710 ke., 6:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
EDEN PRAIRIE, MN. - KRSI, 8:00 p.m. Mon.

Sun. 
EVANSVILLE - WJP S, 1330 ke ., 10:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
EVANSVILLE - WVHI-FM, 105.3 me., 4:30 

p .m , Mon.-Frl. 
FAYETTEVILLE - KFAY, 1250 ke ., 12:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
" GADSDEN - WAAX 570 ke., 12:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. , 12 noon, Sun. 
'"GLADEWATER - KEES, 1430 ke ., 12 noon 

Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 
GR AND FORKS - KRAO, 1590 kc .. 12:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
GREEN BAY - WGEE. 1360 ke., 6:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
" HOUSTON - KPRC, 950 kc ., 10:30 p.m. Mon.· 

Fri. & Sun. 
JONESBORO - KNEA, 970 ke., 5:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
'"K ANSAS CITY - KMBZ, 980 kc .• 10:30 p.m. 

Mon.-FrL & Sun. 
LAKE CHARLES - KLCL, 1470 kc., 10:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
LENOIR CITY - WlIL, 730 ke .• 8:00 a.m. Mon.

Fri. 
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'"lITILE ROCK - KAAY, 1090 kc ., 7:30 p.m. 
daily., 9:30 a.m. Sun., 5:15 a.m. Mon.-Fri. 

'"MEMPHIS - WREC, 600 kc ., 11 :00 p.m. Mon.
FrL 

MILWAUKEE - WISN, 1130 kc., 11:30 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

MOBILE - WKRG, 710 kc .. & 99.9 mc. 11 :30 
a.m. Mon.-Fri., & 7:30 a.m. Sun. 8:00 p.m. 
Mon.-Frio & Sun. (FM). 

MONROE - KREB-FM, 106.4 mc., 5:30 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

· MT. VERNON - WMIX, 940 kc ., 7:00 p.m. 
Mon.-Frio & Sun. 

· NASHVILLE - WSIX, 980 kc., 8:30 p.m. Mon.
Frl " 8:00 p.m. Sun. 

· NEW ORLEANS - WWL, 870 kc" 8:30 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - KTOK, 1000 kc. , 10:30 
p.m. Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 

PADUCAH - WDXR, 1560 kc., 12:30 p.m. 
Mon.-Frio 

PAMPA - KGRO, 1230 kc ., 6:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri . 
· PEORIA - WMBD, 1470 kc ., 10:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. & Sun. 
ROCHESTER - KOLM, 1520 kc " 12:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
ROLLA - KCLU AM & FM , 1590 kc., 94 .3mc 

8:30 a.m. Mon.-Frio 
RUSSelLVILLE - KARV, 1490 kc., 10:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri . 
ST. JOSEPH - KUSN, 1270 kc., 12:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
· ST. PAUL - KRSI , 950 kc ., 8:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

& Sun. 
SAN ANTONIO - WOAI , 1200 kc., 5:00 a.m. 

Mon.-Sat., 7:30 p.m. Sun. 
SHERMAN - KTXO, 1500 kc., 5:00 p.m. Mon.

Fri. 
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. - KIOV-FM, 104.7mc 

12:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
· SIOUX CITY, 10. - KSCJ , 1360 kc ., 6:15 p.m . 

Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 
TEXARKANA - KOSY, 790 kc. , 5:30 p.m. Mon.

Frio 
WATERLOO - KXEL, 1540 kc ., 8:30 p.m. Mon.

Sat" 8:00 p.m. Sun., 105.7 mc. FM, 11 :30 
a.m. Sun. 

WATERTOWN - KWAT-FM, 96.1 mc., 12:00 
noon Mon.-Fri. 

Mountain Time 
· ALBUQUERQUE - KOB, 770 kc., 11 :00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 
ARVADA - KQXI. 1550 kc" 1:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri . 
BLACKFOOT - KBlI , 690 kc., 6:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. 
BOISE - KAIN, 1340 kc., 6:55 a.m. Mon.-Fr;' 
· CASPER - KTWO. 1030 kc ., 6:05 p.m. Mon.

Fri. & Sun. 
· DENVER - KOA, 850 kc ., 10:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. , 7:00 p.m. Sun. 
DURANGO - KIUP. 930 kc ., 6:00 a.m. Mon.-Fri. 
FARMINGTON - KRZE, 1280 kc. , 6:00 a.m. 

Mon.-FTi. 
· FLAGSTAFF - KCLS, SOO kc., 12:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 
· KALISPEll- KOFI, 1180 kc., 6:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. & Sun. 
MISSOULA - KGVO, 1290 kc., 6:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. 
ONTARIO. OR. - KSRV, 1380 kc. , 7:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
PHOENIX - KJJJ, 910 kc., 10:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
PRESCOTI - KYCA, 1490 kc ., 7:00 p.m. Mon.

Fri. 
SALT LAKE CITY - KSL, 1160 kc ., 5:06 a.m. & 

11 :06 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 5:30 a.m. & 11 :25 p.m. 
Sun. 

· TUCSON - KTUC, 1400 kc., 12:45 p.m. Mon.
Fri. & Sun., 6:00 a.m. Mon.-Fri. , 6:30 a.m. 
Sun. 

WHEATLAND - KYCN, 1340 kc., 5:30 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri. 

Pacific Time 
ANCHORAGE - KYAK. 650 kc., 9:00 p.m . 

daily . 
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AUBURN. WA. - KGRG, 89 .9 mc., 12:00 noon 
Sun. 

CHICO, CA. - KHSL, 1290 kc., 7:30 p.m. Mon.
Fri. 

· COVINA - KGRB, 900 kc., K08-FM. 98.3 mc. , 
12 noon Mon.-Fn., 9:00a.m. Sun. 

EUGENE - KATR, 1320 kc ., 7:30 a.m. Mon.-Fri. 
FRESNO - KBIF. 900 kc., 1:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
· FRESNO - KMJ , 580 kc. , 6:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 

5:30 p.m. Sun. 
KEALUKEKUA. HI. - KKON. 790 kc. , 6:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fr i. 
· LAS VEGAS - KTRI-AM & FM, 970 kc., 92.3 

mc., 6:30 a.m. Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 
· LOS ANGelES - KLAC, 570 kc" 10:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m. Sun. 
MEDFORD - KAGN-FM, 98.5 mc., 8:00 a.m. 

Mon.-Fri . 
· MEDFORD - KSHA, 860 kc., 7:00 a.m. Mon.

Fri. 
OLYMPIA - KITN, 920 kc., 6:00 a.m. Mon.-Fri. 
· PASCO - KOTY, 1340 kc ., 12:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. , 12:00 p.m. Sun. 
PORTLAND - KLlQ, 1290 kc .• 7:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. 
PORTLAND - KWJJ , 1080 kc ., 9:00 p.m. Mon.

Fri., 9:30 p.m. Sun. 
· SACRAMENTO - KRAK, 1140 kc., 8:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
SALINAS - KTOM, 1380 kc ., 10:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri . 
· SAN DIEGO - KSDO, 1130 kc., 10:30 p.m. 

Mon.Fri. & Sun. 
SAN FRANCISCO - KFMR-FM, 104.9 mc., 8:00 

a.m. Mon.-Fri. 
· SAN FRANCISCO - KNBR, 680 kc., 11 :30 

p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
SAN FRANCISCO - KKIS, 990 kc ., 10:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Sat. 
SANTA ROSA - KPLS, 1150 kc., 7:00 a.m. 

Mon.-Fri, 
· SEATILE - KIRO, 710 kc ., 5:00 a.m. Mon.

Fri. , 11 :30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
SEATTLE - KXA, 770 kc" 7:00 a.m. Mon.-Fri. 
" SEWARD - KRXA. 950 kc ., 12:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. 
SPOKANE - KICN-FM, 99 .0 mc., 12:00 noon 

Mon.-Fri. 
VISTA, CA. - KMLO, 100 kc ., 9:00 a.m. Sun. 
WAIPAHA, HI. - KAHU. 940 kc., 7:00 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
· YAKIMA - KUTI-FM, 104.5 mc .. 9:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. & Sun. 

CANADIAN STATIONS 

Newfoundland Time -
BAIRE-VERTE, - CKIM, 1240 kc. , 6:00 p.m. 

daily. 
CLARENVILLE - CKVO, 710 kc ., 6:00 p.m. 

daily. 
GANDER - CKGA, 730 kc .. 6:00 p.m. dally. 
GRAND FALLS - CKCM. 620 kc., 6:00 p.m. 

daily. 
MARYSTOWN - CHCM. 560 kc., 6:00 p.m. 

daily. 
ST. JOHN'S - VOCM, 590 kc ., 6:00 p.m. daily. 

Atlantic Time 
CAMPBelLTON - CKNB, 950 kc., 9:30 p.m . 

Mon.-Fri. , 8:30 p.m. Sat. 
FREDERICTON - CFNB, 550 kc .. 10:05 p.m. 

daily. 
MONCTON - CKCW, 1220 kc., 9:30 p.m. Mon.

Sat. 
NEWCASTLE - CFAN, 790 kc ., 9:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Sat. 
SAINT JOHN - CFBC, AM & FM, 930 kc., 98.9 

mc ., 9:30 p.m. dally. 
SYDNEY - CJCB, 1270 kc .• 6:00 p.m. daily. 
YARMOUTH - CJLS, 1340 kc., 7:00 p.m. Mon.

Sat. 

Eastern Time 
BLIND RIVER - CJNR, 730 kc ., 6:30 p.m. daily. 

BRANTFORD - CKPC, 1380 kc .. 6:30 p.m. 
daily. 

CORNWALL - CJSS, 1220 kc., 10:30 p.m. 
daily. 

ELLIOTT LAKE - CKNR, 1340 kc ., 6:30 p.m. 
daily . 

HULl- CKCH, (French) 7:00 a.m. Sun. 
KINGSTON - CKWS, 960 kc ., 10:30 p.m. Mon.

Fri. 
KIRKLAND LAKE - CJKL, 560 kc. , 9:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Sat . 
· KITCHENER - CKGL (FM), 9S.7 mc ., 6:30 

p.m. Mon .-Fri. 
LEAMINGTON - CHYR, 710 kc., 5:30 a.m. & 

6:30 p.m. daily . 
LINDSAY - CKLY, 910 kc., 10:00 p.m. Mon.

Fr i. 
MONTREAL - CFMB, 1410 kc .. 6:30 a.m. 

Mon.-Sat. , 1:30 p.m. Sun. 
MONTREAL (French) - CFMB, 1410 kc., 5:00 

p.m. Sat. & Sun. 
NEW LlSKEARD - CJTT, 1230 kc., 9:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Sat. 
NORTH BAY - CFCH, 600 kc .. 9:00 p.m. daily. 
" PEMBROKE - CHOV, 1350 kc ., 8:00 p.m. 

daily. 
QUEBEC - CKVC (French) 1280 kc ., 7:00 a.m. 

Sun. 
RIMOUSKI - CJBR (French) 900 kc., 7:00 a.m. 

Sun. 
STE. AGATHE - CJSA (French) 1230 kc ., 6:30 

p.m. Mon, Wed .. Fri . 
SAULT STE. MARIE - CKCY, 920 kc ., 6:30 

p.m. daily. 
SHERBROOKE - CKTS, 900 kc., 9:30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
SHERBROOKE - CHL T, (French) 630 kc .. 7:00 

a.m. Sun. 
SMITHS FALLS - CJET, 630 kc., 7:30 p.m . 

Mon.-Thur. & Sat., 8:30 p .m. Fri . 
THETFORD MINES - CKLD. (French) 7:00 

a.m . Sun. 
THUNDER BAY - CKPR-FM, 94.3 mc ., 8:30 

p.m. daily. 
· TIMMINS - CKGB, 680 kc ., 10:30 p.m. Mon.· 

Fri. , 10:00 p.m. Sat. 
TROIS RIVIERES - CHLH, (French) 550 kc., 

7:00 a.m. Sun. 

Central Time 
DAUPHIN - CKDM, 730 kc., 6:30 p.m. daily. 
DRYDEN - CKDR, 900 kc., 7:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
FT. FRANCIS - CFOB, 800 kc .. 7:30 p.m. Mon.-

Fri. 
KENORA - CJRL, 1220 kc., 7:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE - CFRY, 920 kc ., 6:30 

p.m. daily. 
PRINCE ALBERT - CKBI , 900 kc., 6;30 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. 
· REGINA - CKRM, 980 kc .. 8:30 p.m. Mon.-FTi. 

& Sun. 
SASKATOON - CFQC, 600 kc., 8:30 p.m. daily . 
SWIFT CURRENT - CKSW, 1400 kc., 6:30 p.m. 

daily. 
WINNIPEG - CKJS, 810 kc., 8:00 p.m. daily . 
YORKTON - CJGX. 940 kc ., 6:30 p.m. daily. 

Mountain Time 
BROOK - CKBR, 1340 kc., 6:00 p.m. daily. 
CALGARY - CFCN. 1060 kc., 11 :00 p.m. Sun.

Fri. 
CAM ROSE - CFCW, 790 kc ., 8:30 p.m. Mon.

Sat. 

PLEASE NOTE 
This is only a partial listing. For a World
wide Radio / TV log please check inside 
cover and write to the office nearest you. 
Some time periods subject to occasional 
pre-emption. Please check your local 
listing for possible time or day changes. 
" denotes new stations or changes. 
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BAD 
DECISIONS 
CAN 
WRECK 
YOURLIFE 
by Jeff Calkins 

"A prudent man joreseelh the evil. 
and hide/II himself: bUI fhe simple 
pass Oil, and are punished" ( Pro ll, 
27: 12). 

S
ome peop le don't lead life: they 
follow it around. Take the case 
of John and Martha. 

Against the aggregate wisdom of 
everybody they knew. they got mar
ried. None of their friends believed 
they were righ t for each other. Even 
the minister al most refused to pe r
form the ceremony. T hey ma rried 
anyway. 

Predictably. they didn't get along. 
John spent a lot of time running 
around with "the boys" whose com 
pany he preferred to that of his wife. 
or luxuriating in his ow n machismo 
whi le he' tooled aroun d the loca l e n
virons in his mult ihued van. 

Martha couldn't stand it. She 
even hated [Q get up in the morni ng. 
The ir ma rriage was marked by ar
guments. fights. door slamming. and 
one partner or the oth er leav ing and 
vowing never to re turn. Sti ll , they 
co nt in ued to muddle along as (not 
qu it e) husba nd a nd wife. 

John and Martha got a good deal 
on their apartment and both were 
working, so they were in good sha pe 
financially. But one day John saw 
an ad in a magazine offering the 
glories and sat isfactions of "owning 
your own business" and " retiring 
be fo re you're fo rty" by becomi ng a 
"dealer" fo r a particular company's 
products. Two weeks after Joh n had 
answered the ad. quit his job. and 
become a "dealer," the compa ny 
folded. 

Amazingly enough, John could 
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have gotten his o ld job back. But he 
cou ld n't accept the ofrer - pride 
wouldn' t let hi m. He preferred to 
loo k for work with anOlhcr com
pa ny dea ling in th e sa m!.! line of 
prod ucts. 

Martha. in the mea ntime - an d 
at the worst conceivable time - con
ce ived. They had bec n ·'ca reless." 
Sin ce hers was the onl y steady 
sou rce of family income and she 
had to leave work. their former ly 
op timistic fi nancial pict ure evapo
ra ted. 

John fina lly took a job as a sa les
man at a local ca r dealerSh ip. T he 
ow ner offered him a "special dea l" 
on his old va n in trade. and a dis
coun t on a ye t newer one. fu lly 
equipped wit h stereo. carpe tin g 
throughout , and utterly ego-assuag
in g pad ded leath er tr im . John 
cou ldn 't resist this ba rgai n. Pay 
men ts were "only" $ 150 a month 
mOre th an what he had been paying. 

But more family fig hts ensued. 
Just after their fi rst child was bo rn . 
their marriage broke up. and each 
we nt his ow n way. with the child 
be in g put up for ado pt ion. 

T his talc of traum a which I have 
jus t outl ined. whil e fi ctional in itself. 
is altogether too true in the lives of 
thousands of people. In divid ua ls 
with good heal th . un a ffi icted by ca t
astroph ic acciden ts or diseases. st ill 
manage al most by sheer di nt of per
ve rsi ty to ma ke th ern sel'ves un
happy. 

Living by Accident 

Most of us don't have some per
verse. masochistic urge to make ou r
selves unhappy. We'd ra ther not go 
th rough life b li ndfol ded. living by 
acciden t as it were, bum ping in to 
objects beca use we don' t have th e 
good sense 10 take the blin dfold o ff. 
We dan' , consciously desire our own 
hurl. and there is a lot we can do to 
preven t il. We ca n think . reason. 
look a head, open our eyes. make 
inte ll igent judgments. and oth erwise 
use our brains. In short. we can 
lea rn to make wise decisions. 

I n some ways, life is li ke chess. in 
oth ers. like poker. It is lik e chess in 
that we call improve our lo t by mak
ing the right decisions. We do have 
control over many th ings, such as 
ou r pe rsonal relationsh ips wi th 
ot hers. our ca reers, our goals. and 

ou r purchases. which are amenab le 
to ou r conscious wills. L ife is like 
po ker in that th ere are some th ings 
ove r which we have no control: who 
our pa rents are, the sta te of hea lth 
with which we were born. ou tside 
fo rces in the world. the state o f the 
econo my. 

Bu t eve n when li fe dea ls you a 
bad hand. you can still CGme out 
pre tty we ll off by ski llfully manag
ing the ca rds you ho ld. Or. as is 
de monstra ted in C hrist's fa mous 
parable of th e talents. no malle I' 
how few ab il iti es or adva ntages we 
sta rt out with in life. we should sti ll 
ma ke the best of th em. 

Let's look at the principles John 
a nd Ma rt ha cou ld have applied in 
order to make their li ves something 
oth er th an an unmitiga ted st ring of 
d isasters: 

- The Know- Your-Goals Prill
ciple. If John a nd Marth a had each 
done some thinking on what life is 
a ll about before they got marr ied. 
probably they both wou ld have 
wound up with mates more su ited to 
th ei r perso nalities. 

Did John have a defi ni te career in 
mind before he marr ied M arth a? 
Did he have some firm idea where 
marriage and fam ily life fit into the 
ove ra ll pa tt ern of his life? Had he 
eve r sa t down and considered his 
talen ts. interests, and abil it ies, and 
co nscious ly decided what he wa nted 
to do with his life? 

Had Mart ha rea lly thought out 
what she wanted to do? M arri age. 
ca reer. ch ildren. or what com
bin a tion of these three? Had she 
really ana lyzed herse lf enough 10 

know wha t kind of a husband she 
wanted? 

- The Trade-OJ! Principle. If 
Jo hn rea lly wa nted to ma rry Ma rt ha 
fo r her good qua lities, was he wi ll 
in g to accept her bad tra its a lso? If 
Ma rt ha really wanted John, was she 
wi lling to tolera te those personali ty 
and character traits that she now 
fi nds so an noying' In other wo rds. 
Jo hn and Ma rtha shoul d have real
ized th at no one is perfec t, that we 
us ually ca n't have something we de
si re without giv ing up something 
else in return. 

- The Counsel PrinCiple. " In the 
mu lt itude of counselors there is 
sa fety," wrote Solomon (Prov. I I :4). 

T here is a basic law of sta ti stics 
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Solomon's Advice 
for Making Major Decisions 
One of the sources most o ften con
sulted by those seek ing wisdom is 
the Proverbs of Solomon. Solo
mon. known as "the first great 
commercial king of Israel," was 
not only a wise ruler. but also a 
sk ill ed diplomat and director of 
ex tensive shipping. trading. and 
mining vent ures. However. Solo
mon is most often remembered as 
one of the wisest men who ever 
lived. His Proverbs contai n a rich 
ve in of practical principles worth 
mining for use in making major 
decisions. 

The key principle for making 
wise decisions. echoed throughout 
Proverbs, is: "Lea n on, trust and be 
confident in the Lord with all your 
heart and mind. and do not rely on 
your own insight or unders tanding. 
In all your ways ... acknowledge 
Him , and H e will direct and 
m ake ... plain your paths" (Prov. 
3:5-6, The Amplified Bible). 

Seek Out Facts 

Of course, God will not make all a 
person's decisions for him the 
minute the words "Heavenly 
Father, p lease give me ... " are 
formed on his li ps. As Solomon 
explains, God wants us to learn to 
analyze and evalu ate facts and 
make proper choices ourselves! 
Though God certainly helped 
Solomon to be wiser, Solomon pUI 
forth most of the effort h imse lf. In 
fact. Solomon stresses throughout 
Proverbs that one must actively 
pursue wisdom. as well as knowl
edge (facts). insight. and under
standing (Prov. 2:3-4; 23: 12). 

Solomon dwells on the value of 
wisdom at length: "Wisdom is bet
te r thanjewcls. and a ll that you may 
desire cannot compare with her" 
(Prov. 8: II. RSV). "Happy is the 
man who finds wisdom. and the man 
w ho gets understanding, forthe gain 
from it is bettcr than gain from si lver 
and its profit better than gold .... 
Long life is in her right hand: in her 
left hand are riches and honor. Her 
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ways are ways of pleasa ntness~) 

(P rov. 3: 13- 17, RSV). 
Solomon recommends one way 

of embracing wisdom: " He who 
wa lk s with wise m en becomes 
wise ... " (Prov. 13 :20, RSV ). He 
further adds Ihat " the mouth o f 
the righteous brings forth wisdom" 
(Prov. 10:3 1, RSV). 

However. those who think they 
ca n sit around a ll day praying for 
knowledge, but who are unwilling 
to diligently seek it, will find them 
se lves stagnating at thei r present 
men ta l level. 

Counsel Open-mindedly 

When it co mes to th e subject of 
co unsel, Solomon discusses a num
ber of vital principles to remem
ber. H e poin ts out thaI a person's 
life-style always seems right a nd 
pure in his own eyes (Prov. 16:2). 
but goes on to warn tha t "he who 
trusts in his own mind is a fool: but 
he who wa lks in wisdom [trusts in 
God and righteous wise men -
Provo 3:5-8: 22: 17-19] will be de
livered" (Prov. 28:26, RSV). 

Solomon urges his readers to 
consu lt an "abundance of counsel
ors" (Prov . II : 14) who will provide 
a variety of opinions from diverse 
viewpoints. He cauti ons that it is 
foolish and shamefu l to make a 
decision ("answer a matter") be
fore one hears a number of qual i
fied people's points of view ( Prov. 
18: 13). because the firsl person one 
co nsu lts with might sOlll1d co n
vincing but be biased or simp ly 
unaware of ce rtain facts (Prov. 
18: 17). If one seeks counsel. how
ever. he'd better be totally open
minded. or a ll his efforts to seek 
out truth wil l come to naugh t. 

Once a person begins fo llowi ng 
Solomon's practical advice. devel
ops a working re la tionsh ip with his 
Creator. and seeks wisdom. facts. 
and counsel, he is ready to tackle 
the big decisions of life head-on 
and come out viclOrious. 

- Jim E. Lea 

that when a large percentage of ca
pab le people agree on something, it 
should be considered seriously. In 
John and Martha's case. the over
whelming unanimity of the advice 
against their marriage should have 
suggested to them Ih at Ih ey ought 10 

postpone their marr iagc for a few 
months until they had marc time LO 

consider all the facts. 
Generally. when getting ad vice. 

one should strive to obtain quality 
advice from a divers ity of sources. 
Quality adv ice should come from 
people who have no personal stake 
in a given matter. individuals who 
are far enough removed from lhe 
decision to look at il objeclively. II 
shou ld also be sough I from many 
din'erent parties with different 
po in ts of view and outlooks. 

Often, advice will vary and even 
Objective observers will di sagree 
among them selves on the best 
course of action. When adv ice is 
split. you have to examine addi
tional criteria. 

Some decisions. because of their 
im ponance and permanence. de
se rve more attention. Decision s con
ce rn ing marriage and career. for 
example. affect us for a lo nger 
period of time than mos t other 
choices we make in life. 

Did John and Martha really lake 
\hat much time con sidering with 
,v hom they wou ld like 10 spend the 
rest of their nalural lives? Did John 
really mull over the decision to quit 
his job to start his "own" business? 
Were these deliberate, well-thought
out decisions made only after con
sulting with several business men. or 
were {hey spur-of-the-moment deci
sions? Impulse decisions may be tol
e rated to a degree when shoppin g in 
a grocery store wJlcre all we are 
ri sking is a rew doUars. but th ey' re 
certainly not for mallers which will 
affect us for years to come. 

- The Gel-the-Faers Prillciple. 
"He that answereth a matter before 
he heareth it. il is folly and shame 
unto him" (Prov. 18: 13). 

This princip le seems almost self
evident. Problems are sure to c rop 
up when you d o n't have or can ' t get 
ali lh e fact s. 

When making decisi o n s . we 
should ask ourselves. " What's the 
wo rst possible Ihing that could hap
pen if I do such-and-such'" 
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For example. John could have 
reasoned this way: " I don't know 
whether th is ad really promises a 
genu in ely advan tageous business 
venlure or not. It might. Then again, 
it might 1101. Now if this ou tfit rea lly 
is on the up-and-up. it still might be 
years before my end of the busi ness 
would get established, and [ would 
be making as much as I do now. 
Furthermore. since mOSI small busi
nesses have a very rough time of it 
and many fail. there is a good prob
ab ility that even if this compa ny 
were honestly seekin g independent 
out lets for their product. I cou ld st ill 
have a lo t of financial problems. On 
the other hand. maybe I don ' t have 
the talent for runnin g my own busi
ness. Maybe the company will make 
demands on me that I don't know 
about now. If things don ' t work out. 
I will lose my jOb. and possibly I 
could be left 'up a creek.' Do the 
poten tial benefits of having my own 
business outweigh the risks? I've got 
to examine all the facts and get 
some more advice." 

By a hardheaded ca lculation of 
benefits and costs - the same pro
cess that Ch rist alluded to when he 
spoke of "counting th e cost" - Joh n 
would have corne ou t of things 
much bener off. 

Again. the Proverbs impart a ju
dicious warning: "'The simp le 
believeth every word: but the pru
de nt man looketh we ll to his going" 
(Prov. 14: 15). 

- The You-Are- Your-OwN-Worst· 
Enemy Principle. I n order to impress 
someone else. to assuage one's ego. 
or to massage one's vanity. we wi ll 
often be tempted to pursue a rool ish 
course of action to our own hurt. 

in John's case. he went ou t and 
bought a new van when the fa mily 
income was at a low ebb: $1 SO more 
a month is, quite literally. the price 
of pride. John should have asked 
him selr whether the joys of cruising 
around in his persona l macho-mo
bile were worth the added financial 
hardship to his family. Had he even 
attempted to make a right decision 
in a ca lm. clear-headed way. th ere is 
little doubt the outcome would have 
been dift'erent. 

The " Plan Ahead" Principle 

Human beings are not leaves to be 
blown around in the wind. We have 
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been given minds with which to 
think. We can plan ahead before we 
act, look at what has gone before us , 
calculate the benefits and the costs. 
weigh the risks and the gains. We 
ca n. in sho rt , approach life ration 
ally. 

The typical negative response to 
this approach is to denounce it as 
too cold and ca lculating. as rob bing 
life of its rich, warm spontanei ty. It 
is summed up in the "manana" ap
proach to lire: live ror the moment, 
soak up the "now." bask in the im
mediate. Rationality. thought. and 
planning sound dull and laborious 
and too much lik e work. 

The problem is. rea lity isn't so 

Personal from., . 

(Continued from page I) 

will. redounding to the praise of his 
glorious grace bestowed on us in the 
Beloved. in whom we enjoy our re
demption. th e forgiveness of ou r 
trespasses, by the blood he shed. So 
rich~l' has God lavished upon us, 
granting us complete insight and 
UNDE RSTAND ING of the open secret 
of his wil l. sho\ving liS how it was 
the p(llpose of his desigll so to order 
it in the fulness of the ages that a ll 
things in heaven and ea rlh alike 
should be gathe red up in Christ - in 
the Christ in whom we have had our 
heri tage allotted us (as was decreed 
in th e des ign of him who carries out 
eve ry th ing according to the counsel 
of his wi ll ). to make us redound to 
the pra ise or h is glo ry by being the 
firsl to put our hope in Christ" (Ep h. 
I: 5-12. MolTatt). 

Let me give you verses II through 
12 in the King James Version: " In 
whom also WE have obta ined an in
heritance. being predestinated ac
cording to the purpose or him who 
worketh a ll things after the counsel 
of his ow n will: that WE should be to 
the praise orhis glory. WH O FIRST 
trusted in Ch rist." 

Our inheritance - true Christians 
are right now only HEIRS - was 
PREDEST INATED " that we should 
be to the praise of his glory, who 

pliable. Today's 1I01V was yes terday's 
"manana." The fact that we have to 
pick between the lesser of two evils 
today is because we didn't ca re 
about today while it was sti ll yester
d ay. Th e "ma nan a" philosophy 
makes lire even more difficult be
cause events end up controlling us. 
ca usi ng many of our aspirations to 
go unrealized. 

In fact, it is only when we are able 
to control the events around us, 
when we actua lly try to guide o ur 
lives according to some sort of ra
ti onal. co herent pattern - wise deci
sion making, ir you please - that 
we' ll ever have enough rreedom to 
be spontaneous anyway. 0 

first trusted in Chr ist" (verse 12). 
To whom is th e passage speaking? 

Only to th e sa in ts who were faithfu l. 
Note well these point s. Pre
destination has only to do wi th 
being ca ll ed to the inheritance of 
becoming sons of the li ving God. 
and those PREDESTI NA TED are said 
to be the firsl so CALLED. 

Jes lls Christ said plainly. "No 
MAN CAN CO ME TO ME, EXCEPT THE 

FATHER WH IC H HATH SENT ME 

DRAW Ht M" (Jo hn 6:44). The 11th 
hapte r of Romans explains that 

only a FEW are called to repentance. 
rai th in Chr ist, and spi rit ual sa lva
tion with eternal lire NO W. 

Since none can come to Ch rist -
become spi ritually conven ed - "EX
CE PT THE FATHER DRAW HI M" 

("ca lled" refers to those being so 
drawn by the Father) - it becomes 
PLA IN that those PREDESTINATED are 
those FEW predest inated to be called 
NO W - the FIRST to be "ca lled " -
to be drawn by the Father to Christ 
and to the inheritance of becom ing 
begonen and born sons of God. 

OTHERS are to be called /aler' 
Predestination refers to those pre
called - NOT prejudged or pre
condemned. Nothing in th is passage 
nor in Romans 8 says anything 
about being prejudged or pre
condem ned. Therefore, it has o nly 
to do with WHEN some are spe
cially ca lled and on ly to do with 
those firsl called before the world in 
gene ral. as exp l ained in Ro
mans II. 

Repeatedly I have said that to try 
to understand the Bi ble from loday's 
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va ntage point is lik e going into a 
mov ie or turning on a movie on TV 
with th e picture ha lf over. Not hav· 
ing see n wh at wen t before. you sim 
ply do n 'I understand what y ou are 
seeing now! 

Let me give you th e big picture 
from th e beginn ing - ve,y briel1y. 
Begin with Jo hn I, verses 1-3: " In 
the BEG INNING was the Word, and 
the Wo rd was with God, and the 
W ord was God." H ere were from 
etern ity IwO indi vidual beings. one 
called th e Wo rd, th e other, G od . 
Bu t the Wo rd was also God . Let me 
co mpare it with someone sayin g. " I 
saw Ga rn er T ed, and Garner T ed 
was with Armstrong, and Garner 
T ed was (a lso) A rmstrong." In th e 
beg innin g from e ternity the Wo rd 
was nOt th e son of God as G arn er 
Ted is the so n of "Armstrong" - if 
yo u are referring to myself. But 
later, ve rse 14. it is stated that " th e 
Word was made fl esh. and dwelt 
among us . .. . " At which tim e. born 
of th e vi rg in Ma ry, th e Wo rd be
came Jesus Christ. and at that tim e 
H e beca me the son of God! 

But from eternity - wh ich means 
ALWAYS - there were th e two. and 
we are made in the image and lik e
ness of God - His fo rm a nd s ha pe 
- and have been give n minds lik e -
tho ug h in fe rio r 10 - God, and since 
we th ink out and plan the th ings 
th a t we design. th e Word a nd God 
first thought o ut. designed . a nd 
pla nned what was to rollow. 

First th ey designed an d creat ed 
allgels. A ppa rently th a t was befo re 
th e creati on of matter. The racI a l' 
radioacti vi ty proves there has bee n 
no past e te rnity o f ma tte r. God CRE
ATED matter. But H e created ange ls 
fi rst. Th e Bible says MUC H a bo u t an 
gels. T hey are spirit beings co m· 
posed of spirit , not matter. Nex t we 
co me to Genesis I : I - compared 10 
John I: I : " In th e beginn ing GOD 
[H ebrew Elohi"" meani ng m o re 
than one person forming one G od -
that is the God fa mi ly] created the 
heave n [' heave ns' in th e Hebrew] 
and the ea rth ." This was after th e 
crea tio n of a nge ls beca use G od says 
(J ob 38:7) the a ngels "sho u ted fo r 
joy" at th e creation of th e eart h. 

Now we read of the "ange ls tha t 
sinned" (II Pe ter 2: 4), and ve rses 5 
and 6 p lace th e tim e o f this angelic 
sin as prior 10 the creation of Ad am. 
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th at is, be fore the spa n of ti me from 
Ad a m 10 the Flood. Th e a ngels were 
led into sin (th e transgression of 
God's law - I John 3:4 ) by their 
ki ng Lucife r. Lucife r ( Isa . 14: 12) 
was a grea t archange l. a cheru b. the 
very most supreme type of being 
capa ble of be ing crea ted. He was 
PERFECT and created fuil of wisdom , 
pe rfectio n, a nd bea u ty (Ezek. 28: 14-
17). He administered THE GOV ERN
MENT OF GOD over angels - ove r 
the earth th at then was. But " in
iq uity" was fo und in him (Ezek. 
28 : 15). T he govern ment o f God was 
based o n th e spi ritual law of G od . 
Any government is the administra
tion or a law. and with out law th ere 
can be no governm ent. T he law of 
Go o is sp irit ual. It is diff erelll fro m 
any man-m ade law. I t is A W AY OF 
LIFE - in fact THE way o f li fe tha t 
produces PEACE. 

Th ere a re only TWO basic. pri
ma ry ways o f life. God 's way -
God's sp iritual law - is a way of 
love. th at is. an outgoing concern 
toward others. T oward God it is ac
tually a retu rn or H is love given 10 
us, expressed in love, adora tion. 
o bedience, a nd worshi p. Toward fel 
lowman, it is outgoing concern for 
the good a nd welfa re of o th ers 
eq ual to self-concern . The other way 
of li fe I simpli fy by th e word "G ET." 
It is towa rd self It is vani ty, lust. 
and greed. Towa rd oth ers it is envy. 
jea lo usy. riva lry , com peti tio n, a nd 
strife. I t is resentment of any au 
th o rity - wh eth er G od 's o r ma n's . It 
is revenge ful. hostile, and violent. 

God created minds in angels. H e 
ga ve th em the free moral agency to 
th ink, reason. rorm opi nions. and 
ma ke choices. O therwise there could 
ha ve bee n no personal ity. indi vid
uality, or character. 

Lu cifer was a supreme archangeL 
tra in ed a t the very thro ne o f G od . 
H is win gs spread over the throne of 
the un ive rse (Ezek. 28: 14 with Ex. 
25 :8. 18-22). He was th orough Iy 
tra ined in the ad ministration of the 
GOVERNMENT OF GOD. 

But Lu ci fe r rea so ned - and 
fal sely. He concl uded tha t GETTING 
was to him more desirabl e than GIV
tNG. So when he led his a ngels into 
re bellio n aga inst God a nd God 's 
way, THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD 
ceased to function on th e ea rt h. 

Few know that th e governm ent of 

God o nce ex isted o n earth. G od 
co uld create. automati ca lly by fiat , 
no grealer th a n Lucife r. This left 
G od - no t limi ted 10 o ne perso n -
th e Dilly bein g who had se t Himself 
inexora bly never to violate H is LAW. 
the ONLY be ing who would nOlo an d 
th erefore could nOl. sin - th at is. 
violate His GOVERNMENT. T he solu
tio n that the Word a nd God had 
p la nned - undo ubted ly lo ng befo re 
- was th at God would now repro· 
du ce Himself, a nd the Wo rd G od 
wou ld now reprod uce H, MSELF ' (All 
of this was covered in th e series on 
the "incredible hum an p ote lllia ' " 
pu blished in The Plaill Trlllh.) 

Ange ls had been placed here for 
creative purposes of improv ing th e 
ea rth. I nstead they defil ed it, 
brought it to the state of decay. con· 
rusion. waste. and emptiness im
plied by. the Hebrew words 10111/ a nd 
bahu. wh ich are translated "without 
form and void" in the Kin g James 
Version. "void and vaca nt" in th e 
M offatt translation. "waste and 
empty" and "chaotic and in con
rusion" in oth er translat ions . . 

Psalm 104 :30 says : "Tho u sendest 
fo rth thy spirit. th ey a re crea ted : 
and thou renewest fhe face of the 
earlh." In Genesis I :2. th e watery 
surface o f the eart h was covered 

/ with dark ll ess. God is th e a ut hor of 
liGHT - Satan of DARK NESS ! Th e 
sp irit o f God "moved upon the face 
of [he wa ters. " And, verse 3. "God 
said. LET THERE BE LI GHT." In six 
days G od RENEWED TH E FACE OF 
THE EARTH fo r MAN - for God's pur· 
pose or resloring His governmel1l on 
ea rth by reproducin g HI MSELF by 
creating man in H is image to have 
th e potent ia l of bein g begotten and 
bo rn into th e fa mily o f God . 

But now Lu cifer. whose name 
mean t "s hin ing star or th e dawn" or 
"bringer of light." becomes Sa tan 
th e devil - whose name means '·ad· 
ve rsary." H e is immortal. as are all 
ange ls. H e must remain on ea rt h 
UNTIL a successor qua lifi es to re
store th e government of God on 
ea rth and is inducled inlo ojfice. 

In G enesis I :26. G od said. " Let 
US [not me] make man in our im
age." G od created man male and 
fe male (G en. I :27). He instructed 
th em in His WA Y to q ua lify to re
store the GOVERNMENT Or: GOD. It 

(Col1lillued 011 page 44) 
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IN BRIEF 

SOUTH AFRICA: 
VIOLENCE 
IS NOT THE ANSWER 
by Stanley R. Rader 

The author accompames Plain 
Truth Edltor-In-Chlef Herbert 
W Armstrong on hiS frequent 
VISitS With heads of state and 
other leading InternatIOnal 
dlgmtanes 

About 140 years ago, whites 
whose ancestors had settled in 
South Africa about two centu ries 
earlier began their "Great Trek" 
into the rugged interior. Not too 
long thereafter. South Africa's 
great mineral wealth was discov
ered. 

The finding of a treasure-trove 
of diamonds, gold, and other min
erals vital to the modern world 
fueled South Africa's Industrial 
revolution and created for the first 
time a demand for black labor in 
what had preViously been a rural, 
pastoral society in both the white 
and black sectors. 

As South Africa developed dur
ing the first half of this century, the 
mass influx of blacks Into urban 
areas to work in the factories and 
the mines led to conditions that 
have prevailed in other parts of the 
world where similar "development 
and progress" have taken place. 
Who, for example, can forget the 
poignant and heartrending ac
counts of Irish, italian, Jewish, and 
Eastern European Immigrants who 
came to the United States during 
the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries and worked and suf
fered in our new cities where pov
erty, disease, and crime, as well 
as racial and religious intolerance, 
existed side by side with opu
lence? 
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Yes, South Africa has been no 
exception to the common rule that 
governs man's civilization, a rule 
that still exists, but is perhaps 
more discreetly applied in its case: 
M an exploits man for the benefit of 
a few. 

From the Cape of Good Hope to 
the Mediterranean, armed conflict 
or the threat of armed conflict 
drains human and physical re
sources alike and prevents the po
litical and economic development 
without which the quality of life for 
Africa's millions will not be im
proved. 

In South Africa, on the other 
hand, its 18 million blacks live bet
ter and have a brighter promise for 
a better life than most anywhere 
else on the troubled continent. Of 
course, this fact is intolerable to 
the communists and to the com
munist-inspired black militants. 
Since South Africa's political sys
tem is not perfect, and because its 
system of separate development 
for the races has not solved all the 
problems of its multiracial society, 
the nation has become a target of 
criticism from the free world as 
well - a free world that South Af
rica helped to defend in two world 
wars and still helps to defend 
today. 

South Africa's detractors would 
ignore the government's many 
and costly programs devoted to 
the social, educational, and mate
rial elevation of its own black 
people. Because the white popu
lation has opted not to surrender 
its political advantage by extend
ing to the blacks a voting privilege 
on a one-man, one-vote baSIS, 

most of the world chooses to ig
nore what positive results have 
been achieved - as well as to 
overlook what is happening al
most everywhere else on the con
tinent, where leaders such as 
Uganda's Idi Amin and others 
govern under one-party systems 
which have brought to naught all 
the promises of democratic free
doms that were to result frorn the 
postwar decolonialization pro
cess. 

Mr. Armstrong and I visited 
South Africa for five weeks only a 
few months ago, visiting city after 
city, meeting with the prime minis
ter and ordinary citizens alike -
before and after the first Soweto 
riots. 

We visited South West Africa 
(Namibia) where we talked with 
the leaders of the constitutional 
convention who are striving to 
create an organic document that 
will provide an intelligent, practical 
means for the people of that re
gion to live together in peace and 
prosperity. 

We have been appalled at the 
continuing racial strife that has 
spread across South Africa since 
our departure two months ago. 
We are not unaware, however, 
that much of the violence, if not 
all, has been provoked by radical 
and militant elements desirous of 
exploiting for their own selfish po
litical advantage the problems of a 
multiracial society which is trying, 
albeit not as quickly as desired by 
some on the outside, to resolve its 
complex problems. 

Let us hope that the violence 
will not polarize even more the ra
cial elements of the community. 
We know that there are men of 
peace and good will on all sides in 
South African society who are 
trying to achieve a better life for all 
its citizens and who oppose with 
vigor those who resort to violence, 
on the one hand, and those, on 
the other hand, who would use 
more force to maintain without 
change an existing social 
order. 
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Personal from ... 

(Continued from page 42) 
was necessary for Adam to rejecl 
Satan's WAY of GET and prove he 
could develop the character never to 
turn from God's way. God offered 
them SPIRITUAL SALVATION. Satan 
was not allowed to get to Adam and 
Eve until God had instructed them . 
Then Adam was put to the test to 
see whether he would believe what 
God said and choose God's way or 
whether he would reject God's way, 
and choose the self-celllered way 'of 
hosti lity to God and His law. ADAM 
DID NOT BELIEVE WHAT GOD SAID! 

He took to himse lf the knowledge of 
what is GOOD and what is EVIL. 

Sin is simply the transgression of 
GOD'S LAW (I John 3:4). God's law, 
is the way of peace, and when 
Adam and Eve took to themse lves 
the decision of what is right and 
what is wrong, they rej ected God's 
WA Y and broke God's LA w. 

The 7,OOO-Year PLAN 

The first six millennial "days" are 
for man to go about deciding for 
him self which is the beller way. 
God adopted a HANDS-OFF policy -
except that He intervened in certain 
instances for His purpose, as in the 
Flood, in the lives of Abraham , 
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph , in the na
tion Israel, in sending prophets, in 
sending CHRIST, and in raising up 
apostles and His church. 

What we have, therefore. is a 
world of man's making. And THIS is 
where WE CAME IN - in this true 
"movie" of God's purpose and DE· 

StGN from the very beginning. 
Satan is VERY POWERFUl. He can 

do nothing God does not ALLOW -
but to fulfill GOD'S PURPOSE it must 
be PROVED by 6,000 yea rs of human 
suffering, violence, and death that 
Satan's WAY is NOT GOOD FOR 
US. We have had 6,000 years dur
ing which humanity has ClII itself off 
from God, under the invisible a nd 
unrealized sway of Satan, trying to 
organize his OWN SOCtETY, his OWN 
GOVERNMENT, his OWN RELIGION by 
th e way that seems right to man. 

During this period, God has NOT 
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tried to save this world spiritually. 
Only Abel, Enoch, and Noah turned 
to God's way during the first 1,900 
odd years. After the Flood, Abra
ham obeyed, be lieved, and relied on 
God. God never promised the na
tion Israel sp iritual sa lvation . If they 
would obey His government. God 
promised them national wealth, 
greatness, and power, but NOT 
eternal life. 

Through all these millennia only 
the prophets were given God's spi rit 
- and they only in order to eany 
OUI all assignment from God. 

Jesus came with essentially the 
same teaching God taught Adam 
and Eve. But th ey did not believe 
him. Many "believed on Him" but 
did not BELIEVE HIM. To those who 
believed ON HIM (John 8:30) Jesus 
sa id , "B ut ye seek to kill me, be
cause my word [His gospel message) 
hath no place in you .... Because I 
tell you the truth. ye believe me not" 
(verses 37, 45). 

After 3Y, years o f Christ's own 
preaching. only 120 believed him 
(Acts I: 15). After 25 years or so. 
Christ's gospel message was sup
PR ESSED (Gal. I :6-7). AND THE 
WORLD DlD NOT HEAR IT UNTIL 1933 
WHEN I FIRST PROCLAIMED IT OVER 

THE AIR! 

THIS I S NOT THE TIME WHEN GOD 

IS DESPERATELY TRYING TO GET THE 

WORLD TO BELIEVE HIM , TURN TO 

HIM , AND "BE SAVED SPIRITUALLY," 

This is NOT the time when God is 
sending His ministers on '·SOUL- SAV· 

ING CRUSADES," There is no conlest 
between God and Satan . Satan is 
POWERFUL, but he can do ONLY 

what God ALLOWS - and for God's 
purpose. But today, we are very 
near the end of the 6,000 years 
allowed man to go his own way -
the 6,000 years a llotted to Satan to 
deceive the whole WORLD. 

Jesus sa id that WHEN " this gospel 
of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness unto all 
nations" (Matt. 24: 14). then shall 
the end of this age come. J am pro
claiming that very gospel message 
all over the world. Satan knows it. 
and he 's ANGRY. He th erefore 
knows he has but a short time ye t 
(Rev. 12: 12). But most men do not 
know it! Do you? 

At the end of this 6,000-year period 
Christ, who qualified to restore the 

government of God on earth , shall 
return to earth in all the supreme 
power a nd glory of the great God to 
bring us world peace at last. 

Why wou ld God call only a few 
now and then call ALL later on? J 
th ink I have explained. God has let 
man prove that Satan 's way of 
"GET" is not good for us. 

He called, chose, and gave His 
holy spirit to the prophets. WHY? 
Because He had a job for them to do. 
WHY is He calling some FEW today 
and opening their minds to SPIRI

TUAL TRUTH which seems like so 
much FOOLISHNESS (I Cor. 2: 14) to 
the world - but "the wisdom of this 
world is fooli shness with God" 
(I Cor. 3: 19)? 

Those called NOW are called for 
the purpose of gelling a job done. 
They are given the HOLY SP IRIT for 
that purpose. God has committed to 
me His GREAT COMMISSIO N - to 
proclaim Christ's gospel message of 
the KINGDOM OF GOD worldwide. 
He has called a few thousand to help 
me gel fhal job done. 

Those predestined to be called 
now - in stead of later when the 
whole world shall be called - are 
given the job of assisting me by 
heart-rending PRAYER, by their en
couragement (and I need it), and by 
their tithes and offerings. And T HIS 

RESPO NS IBILITY is God's mea ns of 
developing in us His own righteous 
character. Christ was required to re
ject Satan's way and overcome 
Satan to qualify to restore the GOV
ERNMENT OF GOD and to raise up 
the KINGDOM OF GOD. So are WE 
who are to qualify to rule with HIM. 

I've sa id to us - those called NOW 
- th at to him "that overcometh 
[Satan and his way) will I grant to 
sit with me in my throne, even as I 
overcame [Satan and his way]. .. . " 
"And he that overcometh. and 
keepeth my WORKS unto the end. 
him will I give POWER OVER THE 
NATIONS [of earth). and he shall 
RULE THEM " (Rev. 3:21; 2:26-27). 

When Christ comes. SATAN SHALL 
DE TAKEN AWAY. When Christ sets 
out to SAVE THE WORLD (spiritually), 
there will be no Satan LO overcome. 
but they shall not be quali fy ing to 
sit with Christ on His throne ruling 
and saving during the millennium. 

THAT is the true meaning of " pre
destination." 0 
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SPIAKS OUT! 
"Big Daddy's" Days Are Numbered 

fJt.ter nearly six years of dictato
rial rule characterized by mur
der, torture, and oppression, 

Uganda's erratic President Idi "Big 
Daddy" Amin at last appears to be 
slipping from power. Observers be
lieve a coup against him is not only 
possible , but probable. 

That can come only as good 
news to the 10 million Ugandans 
who have been the victims of his 
sadistic misrule. Armed with the ab
solute power of life and death, Amin 
has put to death a minimum of 
50,000 suspected political or tribal 
enemies since his violent accession 
to power in January 1971 . Some 
estimates run as high as 250,000. 

The stories of brutality and mur
der filtering out of Uganda are sim
ply unbelievable. Just a few weeks 
ago, for example, an entire univer
sity was savagely overrun and ter
rorized - and over 100 students 
slaughtered - by Amin's "goon 
squad" because Amin's swagger
ing, semi-illiterate son had been 
shunned by fellow students. 

Winston Churchill once called 
Uganda the "Jewel of Africa" - a 
beautiful country, verdant, idyllic, 
prosperous. Kampala, Uganda's 
capital sitting astride picturesque 
Lake Victoria, was once a thriving 
city, popular with foreign tourists. 

Today Kampala is rapidly becom
ing a ghost town. Of its original 
100,000 inhabitants, only some 
40,000 remain , as citizens flee to 
rural villages where there is less 
chance of being killed or brutalized. 

The nation itself is in a state of 
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total chaos - diplomatically, eco
nomically, socially, and militarily -
because of Amin 's gross misman
agement. It is believed that only half 
- if that - of the 30,000 police and 
soldiers In Uganda remain loyal to 
"Field Marshal" Amln, as he styles 
himself. (In addition to being field 
marshal and president , he is also 
Uganda 's defense minister and 
minister of foreign affairs.) 

One Ugandan recently observed: 
"No one knows who is at the 
roadblocks - the loyal or the dis
loyal troops . Either side can kill 
you. That is why people are trying 
to get back to the countryside." 

To hear Amin tell it, however, is a 
different story. "This is a paradise 
country," he boasts. 

But Ugandans know better. Sup
port for Amin among civilians is be
lieved to be virtually nil. A number 
of assassination attempts have al
ready been made against him. It is 
said that the cautious president 
never sleeps in the same bed two 
nights in a row. 

And now, already waning internal 
support has plummeted even fur
ther in the wake of Amin's most 
recent embarrassment - the suc
cessful Israeli commando raid on 
Entebbe airport last July 4, which 
freed 104 hostages on a hijacked 
Air France jetliner. Amin is believed 
to have aided the hijackers. 

True to form, Amin vented his 
frustrations by reportedly murder
ing a number of air traffic control
lers and other airport personnel for 
having failed to prevent the raid. 

On the lighter side - if indeed 
there is one in this tragic state of 
affairs - Amin has become noted 
for his outrageous observations on 
history and world affairs, issued fre
quently over Radio Uganda. Among 
other pronouncements, Amin has 
expressed admiration for Adolf Hit
ler ("a great man"); labeled Presi
dent Julius Nyerere of Tanzania a 
coward , a prostitute , and an old 
woman; called Henry Kissinger un
intelligent for never having con
sulted with him; quoted the 
blatantly spurious Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion as evidence of the 
"Jewish menace "; asked the 
United Nations "to do its best to 
unite the Soviet Union and China"; 
and offered to take over the lead
ership of the British Commonwealth 
from Queen Elizabeth. 

Amin has also claimed that he is 
"capable of commanding not only 
the African troops, but also those of 
Asia, Europe, and the Arab world." 
His chest full of medals, in
cidentally, is primarily the result of 
the awards he has made to himself. 

According to Amin , "People like 
me very much. All the Arab leaders 
love to hear me speak. I am the 
most important leader in Africa. 
Everybody listens." The real pic
ture , needless to say, is much dif
ferent. A number of African heads 
of state have privately let it be 
known that they would support a 
coup against him. Others have said 
they wouldn't oppose the idea. It is 
interesting to note that Amin's pri
mary foreign support comes from 
equally eccentric dictator Muammar 
Khadafy of Libya. 

The tragic record of Amin's rule 
vividly illustrates the truth of an ob
servation made nearly 3,000 years 
ago by King Solomon of ancient 
Israel: " When the righteous are in 
authority, the people rejoice: but 
when the wicked beareth rule, the 
people mourn" (Proverbs 29:2). 

For the sake of the people of 
Uganda, it is hoped that the man 
who will eventually succeed Amin 
will be able to reverse the nation's 
slide into oblivion and undo some 
of the damage wreaked upon its 
people by his despotism. 0 
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What you don't know can hurt youl 

The practice of the occult is as old as 
mankind. In every age there have been 
some who attempted to communicate 

with the spirit world, to divine the future, or 
to influence events through mysterious 
means. Even now, in the space age, mod
ern-day "druids" perform strange rites in 
the eery shadows of Stonehenge. But we 
are seeing in the late 20th Century an in
explicable upsurge of occultism - not just 
continuing interest in ancient superstitions, 
but actual belief in the powers and prac
tices of the occult. Such belief , unfortu-

nately, is not entirely unfounded . For those 
who are willing to look, there is evidence of 

a strange and sin ister 
spirit world . For a fuller ex
planation of the occult 
revival , and why yo u 
should avoid its practices, 
write for the free booklet, 
The Occult Explosion -
What Does It Mean? Just 
write to The Plain Truth at 
our office nearest you (see 
inside front cover). 
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